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CrossMark

The emergence and occurrence of certain significant domestic and
transnational events have always influenced the trajectory of the foreign policy
of the Islamic Republic of Iran. Ultimately, these factors have led to the current
direction of the executive branch's will in the Thirteenth Administration, which
is embodied in the adherence to the "Look to the East" approach, with China
at the forefront. Today, China, due to its high standing in the contemporary
world and its comprehensive growth and development, especially in the
economic and commercial spheres, is considered a model for other countries,
particularly developing nations. The main concern has been the impact of the
foreign policy approach of "Looking to the East" on Iran's economic interests.
Based on the realist approach, China, by prioritizing economic regionalism and
creating synergy between its geopolitical and geoeconomic positions in East
Asia, seeks to balance the Pacific axis with the Atlantic axis led by the United
States. Therefore, responding to the Pacific axis led by China is not a choice
for Iran but a strategic necessity. The research findings indicate that the "Look
to the East™" policy aims to secure economic and geopolitical interests and to
find a strategic partner for the Islamic Republic of Iran.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

The foreign policy of the Islamic Republic of Iran has been significantly influenced by various
domestic and transnational events. These influences have ultimately shaped the current direction of Iran's
executive branch under the Thirteenth Administration, which emphasizes a "Look to the East" approach,
with China being a primary focus. China, with its prominent global standing and comprehensive
development, especially in economic and commercial spheres, serves as a model for many developing
nations. The primary concern of this study is to explore the impact of Iran's "Look to the East" foreign
policy on its economic interests. Utilizing a realist approach, this research investigates how China's
prioritization of economic regionalism and the creation of synergies between its geopolitical and
geoeconomic positions can potentially benefit Iran. The study's findings suggest that the "Look to the
East" policy aims to secure both economic and geopolitical interests and to establish a strategic partnership
for Iran.

Foreign policy analysis, a critical field in international relations, involves the examination of the
complex processes and objectives that governments pursue in their relationships with other states and
international actors. It also involves the tools and strategies employed to achieve these goals. In the context
of globalization, foreign policy has not only maintained its importance but has also become increasingly
complex. Countries with significant geopolitical and geoeconomic positions, like Iran, need to design
coherent foreign policies to secure their national interests and enhance their regional and international
standing. Historically, Iran's foreign policy has seen varying degrees of engagement with Eastern powers,
particularly China. This engagement has intensified during the Thirteenth Administration, reflecting a
strategic necessity rather than a choice.

Theoretical Framework

Neorealism, also known as structural realism, emerged in the late 1970s and focuses on the
scientific aspects of realism. Kenneth Waltz's "Theory of International Politics" underscores neorealism's
emphasis on the structure of the international system. According to Waltz, the structure of the international
system, defined by anarchy and the distribution of capabilities among states, significantly influences state
behavior and foreign policy choices. In this context, China's approach to economic regionalism and its
efforts to balance the Pacific axis with the Atlantic axis led by the United States are seen as strategic
moves. For Iran, aligning with China under the "Look to the East" policy is a strategic imperative to secure
its economic and geopolitical interests.

Reasons for Intensifying the ""Look to the East" Policy

Several factors have contributed to the intensification of Iran's "Look to the East” policy under the
Thirteenth Administration. First, there is a profound distrust of the West, particularly the United States,
due to historical events and contemporary political dynamics. This distrust has driven Iran to seek stronger
ties with Eastern powers like China. Second, Iran's refusal to normalize relations with the U.S. has
reinforced its Eastern orientation. The strategic economic and security needs of both Iran and China have
further cemented this relationship. China's significant demand for energy and Iran's need for foreign
investment and technological advancements have created a mutually beneficial economic partnership.
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Implementation and Benefits

The Thirteenth Administration has actively pursued deeper ties with China, evident in the
comprehensive strategic partnership agreements and the 25-year cooperation plan. This plan, initially a
framework agreement, has been operationalized through extensive negotiations, aiming to turn it into
actionable projects. These collaborations span various sectors, including energy, infrastructure, trade, and
technology. The partnership is expected to bolster Iran's economic growth, enhance its geopolitical
leverage, and reduce its vulnerability to Western sanctions. Additionally, Iran's integration into regional
organizations like the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) highlights its commitment to
multilateralism and regional cooperation.

Conclusion

The "Look to the East” policy of Iran's Thirteenth Administration reflects a strategic shift driven
by both historical distrust of the West and practical economic necessities. By aligning with China, Iran
aims to secure its economic and geopolitical interests in a rapidly changing global landscape. This policy
has already resulted in increased trade, economic growth, and stronger geopolitical positioning. The study
concludes that while the "Look to the East" policy presents significant opportunities, it also requires
careful management to ensure balanced and mutually beneficial outcomes for Iran. Future research should
continue to monitor and evaluate the long-term impacts of this policy on Iran's national interests and its
broader implications for regional and global politics.
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