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CrossMark

The present study aums to examine the impact of convergence and divergence of the three
branches of power on sustainable development in the Islamic Republic of Iran and has been
conducted using a library research method and a descriptive-analytical approach. Political
economy, sustainable economic development, and the convergence and divergence of the
three branches of power in the Islamic Republic of Iran are interdisciplinary approaches
that play a role in ensuring the stability, progress, and creation of a secure environment
necessary for activating both economic and political spheres through the interaction of these
branches. The institutional approach taken in this research illustrates the relationship
between different branches of government (i.e., the three branches in the structure of the
Islamic Republic) or, in simpler terms, aims to better understand the collective state
(Islamic Republic system) for solving public issues. The main focus of this study is the
nature of the relationships among these three branches and their reciprocal effects. It is
noteworthy that the primary concern of this article is only the examination of the
aforementioned relationship, specifically the impact of the convergence and divergence of
the three branches on sustainable development in the Islamic Republic of Iran. Thus, first,
the convergent and divergent actions of the three branches, often referred to as structural
interactions, are expected to lead to beneficial transformations and changes in the social
and political structure. According to experts, these include strengthening the Islamic
system's structure, advancing its goals, reinforcing the government's social base,
establishing an authoritative bureaucratic state, fostering political liberalization, expanding
the new middle class, improving infrastructure, enhancing interaction with the global
community, and addressing structural constraints in the system while promoting hope and
social vitality, irrespective of the Islamic Republic's framework. Second, there is a need to
strengthen sustainable economic measures by governments to ensure societal stability,
market balance, and public confidence. Governments must engage in fundamental and
beneficial convergences with other components of the system and adopt reinforcing
divergences to bring clarity to governance. Failure to do so may weaken the system and
lead to a crisis of legitimacy and acceptability, as well as a widening gap between the state
and society. It appears that convergence efforts should increasingly focus on addressing
real economic and social challenges, while divergences should aim at reforming revenue
streams, stabilizing markets, reducing dependency on rent, and freeing the system from the
prolonged economic issues associated with rentierism and reliance on unstable income
sources.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

The political architecture of the Islamic Republic of Iran is founded on the principle of separation
of powers, which divides governance among three main branches: the legislative, executive, and judiciary.
This distribution aims to prevent power concentration and promote democratic governance while
incorporating unique Islamic principles, such as velayat-e faqih, where the Supreme Leader exercises
ultimate oversight. The convergence and divergence between these branches significantly impact national
progress and the ability to achieve sustainable development. Historical theories of governance have long
emphasized the importance of balanced power distribution, with each branch serving as a check on the
others. The Iranian context adds a religious and cultural dimension, embedding Islamic jurisprudence into
political and economic governance (Agha Bakhshi & Afshari Rad, 2007).

Convergence among the three branches facilitates policy synchronization and coordinated
governance, which are critical for national stability and effective economic management. Studies in
political economy suggest that harmonized inter-branch relations can promote economic resilience, reduce
fiscal vulnerabilities, and stabilize markets (Moshirzadeh, 2010). For instance, aligned policies have been
shown to enhance infrastructural development and expand political liberalization, both of which are
necessary for sustainable economic growth. Experts argue that convergence is especially vital for reducing
dependency on oil revenues, a persistent challenge for rentier states like Iran (Hafez Nia, 2006). When the
branches work together, they can implement comprehensive economic strategies that foster long-term
stability and mitigate external shocks.

Conversely, divergence, when appropriately managed, serves a crucial role in democratic
governance by promoting institutional accountability and encouraging policy innovation. Constructive
divergence allows for critical debates and reforms that refine governance practices. However, excessive
or poorly managed divergence can erode the government's legitimacy and weaken public trust, particularly
when it results in policy stagnation or contradictory regulations (Sinai, 2016). Governance failures linked
to unresolved divergences often exacerbate economic disparities and contribute to social unrest,
highlighting the need for a careful balance between unity and constructive dissent.

The research utilizes a descriptive-analytical approach to explore how the interactions among the
branches influence Iran's national development. By employing an institutional perspective, the study aims

to understand the collective state system and the implications of inter-branch dynamics. This approach

44



enables a comprehensive analysis of how convergent and divergent actions shape governance outcomes.
The findings indicate that sustained economic convergence, aligned with political stability, is pivotal for
addressing structural constraints and improving societal welfare. Political analysts emphasize that the
Iranian government must engage in reforms to reduce reliance on rentierism and transition toward a more
diversified economic model (Abrahamian, 2008).

Economic resilience and political stability are interdependent factors that profoundly influence
national development. The study highlights that effective governance requires coordinated efforts among
the branches to stabilize markets, address societal needs, and foster public confidence. Political theorists
like Rousseau (1762) have long argued that sustainable governance hinges on the government’s ability to
align with the populace's interests, a principle that remains relevant in Iran's current political climate. For
decades, economic policies have been influenced by the legacy of the Islamic Revolution, emphasizing
social equity and reducing wealth disparities (Agha Bakhshi & Afshari Rad, 2007). However, persistent
economic challenges, such as inflation and unemployment, underscore the need for comprehensive policy
reforms that align with these ideals.

Moreover, the Iranian political framework faces challenges inherent in balancing religious and
democratic governance principles. The Islamic Revolution instilled a vision of economic justice and self-
reliance, but achieving these goals requires addressing deep-rooted economic dependencies. Experts argue
that meaningful reforms must focus on reducing oil dependency and fostering a diversified economic base
to ensure sustainable development (Ghavami, 2014). Additionally, political stability must be maintained
through the Supreme Leader's oversight, ensuring that governance practices adhere to Islamic values while
promoting economic and social welfare.

The study also explores the theoretical underpinnings of governance in Iran, emphasizing the
significance of both convergence and divergence. The institutional framework reveals that convergence
efforts should prioritize real economic and social challenges. Policies aimed at reducing market
vulnerabilities and enhancing public welfare must be at the forefront of inter-branch collaboration.
Conversely, divergences should aim to critique and improve governance practices, particularly in areas
prone to inefficiencies and corruption (Seif, 1997). Addressing these challenges requires a nuanced
understanding of how institutional dynamics influence policy outcomes and governance effectiveness.

In conclusion, the research underscores the complex interplay between convergence and

divergence among Iran’s branches of power. While convergence fosters policy coherence and stability,
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constructive divergence is necessary for democratic accountability and policy innovation. The Iranian
political system's success in achieving sustainable development depends on balancing these dynamics
effectively. Policymakers must navigate this delicate balance to ensure governance strategies align with
national and religious values, fostering economic resilience and social progress. The ongoing challenge
lies in implementing reforms that reduce economic vulnerabilities while maintaining the ideological and

constitutional principles that define the Islamic Republic of Iran.
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