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CrossMark

The present article aims to examine the discourse of the Shokufeh newspaper
as the second women's experience in the field of journalism, emphasizing the
elevation of women's status in the post-Constitutional Revolution period, and
the issue of education as a tool for entering the social arena. Women had
already shown active participation in the pre-Constitutional era, particularly in
the Tobacco Protest and the establishment of the National Bank. Therefore, the
main research question of the present study is based on what ideal and demand
the writers of the Shokufeh newspaper chose as their main discourse,
considering the changes in the social living conditions of women in the post-
Constitutional period. Additionally, within the framework of their society,
what causes and factors did they consider as obstacles to their flourishing status
and as deterrents? Based on the examination of the remaining issues of the
Shokufeh newspaper, employing the content analysis method, the hypothesis
of the present article is formulated that the Shokufeh newspaper, like most
women's newspapers of this period, advocates for women's entry into the social
arena within the religious discourse of Islam and does not tend towards creating
religious opposition. The findings of the research indicate that the writers of
this newspaper, by repeating equality, freedom, social rights equality, and
women's entry into the social arena, highlighted these themes in society while
considering a portion of women and the patriarchal or customary society as the
main obstacles to achieving these goals.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

The present study aims to examine the discourse of the Shokufeh newspaper, the second women's
newspaper in Iran, focusing on the elevation of women's status in the post-Constitutional Revolution
period and the issue of education as a tool for entering the social arena. The pre-Constitutional era saw
significant participation of women in movements such as the Tobacco Protest and the establishment of
the National Bank, which demonstrated their potential in societal engagement. This research investigates
the ideals and demands of the writers of Shokufeh, considering the changing social conditions of women
during this period. Additionally, it explores the factors they considered as obstacles to their progress and
the deterrents within their societal framework.

Research Question and Hypothesis

The central research question of this study is based on understanding the main discourse chosen
by the writers of Shokufeh in light of the social changes post-Constitution. The hypothesis is that
Shokufeh, similar to other women's newspapers of its time, advocates for women's entry into the social
arena within the religious discourse of Islam, avoiding religious opposition. This hypothesis is supported
by content analysis of the remaining issues of the newspaper, indicating that the writers emphasized
themes such as equality, freedom, social rights, and women's entry into the social sphere. They identified
portions of the women and the patriarchal or customary society as the main obstacles to achieving these
goals.

Methodology

The study employs content analysis to examine the remaining issues of Shokufeh newspaper. This
method allows for a detailed examination of the newspaper's content, providing insights into the main
themes and discourses promoted by the writers. The analysis focuses on identifying the ideals and
demands articulated by the writers and the societal and religious context within which these ideas were
framed. This approach helps in understanding the broader social and cultural implications of the
newspaper's content and its role in advocating for women's education and social participation.

Findings

The findings indicate that the writers of Shokufeh repeatedly highlighted themes of equality,
freedom, social rights, and women's entry into the social arena. These themes were emphasized within the
context of the religious discourse of Islam, avoiding any tendencies towards religious opposition. The
writers viewed a portion of women and the patriarchal society as the main obstacles to achieving their
goals. They believed that education was a crucial tool for women's empowerment and social participation.
The study also reveals that Shokufeh was not merely a passive observer but an active participant in the
discourse on women's rights and education, advocating for changes that would facilitate women's entry
into the public sphere.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the study highlights the significant role played by Shokufeh newspaper in
advocating for women's rights and education in post-Constitutional Iran. The writers' strategic use of
religious discourse to promote themes of equality, freedom, and social rights demonstrates their nuanced
understanding of the societal context within which they operated. The findings underscore the importance
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of education as a tool for women's empowerment and social participation, as well as the challenges posed
by patriarchal and customary societal norms. The study contributes to a deeper understanding of the

historical context of women's rights in Iran and the role of women's newspapers in advocating for social
change.
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