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The present study aims to explain the position of knowledge and epistemology
in modern political theology. Generally, in modern political theology, across
all religious, political, social, economic, and epistemological domains, the
human being constitutes the core of thought. In other words, modern political
theology is anthropocentric rather than theocentric. Epistemology is one of the
most important branches of philosophy. Knowledge has always been a central
topic in philosophical thought and has long attracted the attention of
philosophers. Throughout the development of rational thinking to the present
day, all scholars have, in some way, held an epistemological perspective on
various matters, including God, the world, and humanity. The modern era has
its own distinct characteristics, and it is not possible to confidently determine
its philosophical origin or technological destiny, nor clearly identify its
transformative elements. Within the domain of modernity, theology and
politics are no longer united under a coherent philosophical nature; rather, they
are intertwined as determinate actions, generating numerous conceptual
impossibilities. In other words, the structuring of theological foundations and
human productions—especially the fluidity of the political—has led to
deconstructions that render a comprehensive and exclusive definition of the
individual human being unlikely. This study is theoretical in nature and has
been conducted using a descriptive-analytical method. The main research
question is: What is the position of knowledge and epistemology in modern
political theology? The findings indicate that knowledge, or epistemology, is a
form of philosophical and rational inquiry that analyzes the nature and reality
of knowledge, examines its constituents, evaluates its foundations and
limitations, and assesses the reliability of epistemic claims.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

The interplay between religion and power is one of the oldest themes in the history of political
thought, originating from the very inception of philosophical reflection on governance and the divine. The
concept of political theology emerges precisely at this intersection, examining how theological ideas
inform political structures and vice versa. Historically, political theology in the Western context dates
back to the Stoics, and was later developed by Augustine, but it took on renewed significance in the 20th
century with figures like Carl Schmitt who reinterpreted it through the lens of secularization. Schmitt and
others argued that all modern political concepts are secularized theological concepts, with terms like
“sovereign” and “law” deriving their original meaning from a divine framework. In this context, political
theology is not simply about the integration of religion into political life; rather, it reflects an ontological
shift in which theological principles are translated into political doctrine. This transformation is central to
the anthropocentric nature of modern political theology, which places the human—not God—at the center
of both epistemological and political concerns. The epistemological consequence of this shift is profound:
knowledge is no longer divine revelation, but a human-centered endeavor to organize, explain, and control
the world. As such, the modern political-theological discourse is shaped by a dual emphasis on secular
rationality and philosophical inquiry, where human reasoning becomes the axis of moral, political, and
theological authority.

In order to better understand the position of knowledge and epistemology in modern political
theology, it is necessary to examine the intellectual traditions from which the concept of the human
emerged as a central focus. Anthropological theories provide an essential backdrop in this regard.
Anthropology as a formal discipline developed in the Western context during the Enlightenment and
Industrial Revolution, and the philosophical undercurrents of that period fundamentally shaped its
understanding of culture, society, and human nature. Theories such as evolutionism, functionalism, and
diffusionism each responded to epistemological crises arising from profound changes in religious belief,
industrial organization, and political systems. Evolutionism, for example, emerged in response to the
epistemological shifts of the Renaissance and Enlightenment, emphasizing empirical knowledge and
scientific methods, which sought to replace traditional theological explanations with rational inquiry.
Thinkers such as Francis Bacon, Descartes, and Hegel each contributed to this transformation by
advocating for the centrality of reason and the independence of human cognition from divine or
metaphysical authority (Fakouhi, 2010). Descartes’ famous dictum “I think, therefore I am” epitomizes this
intellectual orientation, privileging human thought as the foundation of truth. Similarly, Protestantism,
particularly Calvinism, redefined religious life in terms of worldly success and ethical labor, aligning
spiritual salvation with material productivity (Weber, 2021). These cultural and philosophical
transformations ultimately paved the way for modern political theology to frame knowledge not as sacred
transmission but as the result of human agency and rational construction.

Modern epistemology, particularly from the time of Descartes and Kant onward, represents a
decisive turn away from passive reception of divine truth to active human engagement with knowledge.
Descartes repositioned the foundations of epistemology from metaphysical realms to the domain of human
cognition, emphasizing that true knowledge must be indubitable, universal, and rational. He considered
the intellect to be superior to the senses, positing that only through reason can one attain certainty. This
rationalist tradition was continued by figures like Leibniz, Spinoza, and Malebranche, while empiricists
such as Bacon, Locke, Berkeley, and Hume emphasized the sensory basis of human knowledge. Kant’s
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synthesis of these traditions in his "Critique of Pure Reason" introduced a revolutionary framework for
understanding the human mind as an active participant in the construction of experience, suggesting that
time and space are not properties of the world itself but rather the a priori forms of human sensibility
(Copleston, 2005). In his transcendental idealism, Kant did not deny the reality of the world, but rather
emphasized that what we perceive is shaped by the cognitive faculties of the subject. This critical turn had
profound implications for political theology: it meant that divine realities were no longer objectively
accessible, but mediated through the structures of human understanding. Epistemology thus became not
only a philosophical inquiry into the conditions of knowledge but also a political act—an assertion of
human sovereignty over meaning and interpretation.

Against the backdrop of Western philosophical developments, Islamic philosophy and theology
have maintained a different trajectory in their treatment of knowledge. Unlike the West, where
epistemological skepticism often undermined the authority of reason, Islamic philosophy—particularly
the traditions rooted in Avicenna and later expanded by thinkers such as Mulla Sadra—has consistently
affirmed the capacity of reason to attain metaphysical truths. Even when faced with mystical or anti-
philosophical currents, Islamic epistemology did not experience the same foundational crises that
characterized modern Western thought. Instead, it integrated rational inquiry with spiritual and revelatory
sources, maintaining a balance between reason and revelation. This stable foundation allowed Islamic
philosophy to avoid many of the existential and moral dilemmas faced by Western modernity. However,
as Western epistemologies gained prominence through colonialism and globalization, traditional Islamic
thought found itself increasingly challenged by secular and scientific paradigms. Thinkers concerned with
preserving the integrity of Islamic knowledge had to respond to modern questions using tools that were
not always congruent with their intellectual heritage. This gave rise to a dual epistemological struggle:
one that sought to defend the rational capacity of Islamic thought and another that sought to reinterpret
traditional teachings in light of modern scientific and philosophical developments (Shojaei, 2007). As such,
the question of epistemology in modern political theology within Islamic contexts is not merely
academic—it is a pressing concern that touches on the legitimacy of religious authority, the nature of truth,
and the scope of political sovereignty.

Modern political theology, then, represents a significant reconfiguration of the relationship
between knowledge, religion, and power. The modern human being, as conceptualized in this framework,
is both the subject and the object of knowledge—one who knows and is known, who constructs meaning
and is constructed by it. This reflexivity, while intellectually liberating, also imposes profound existential
burdens. It requires that the individual navigate a complex terrain of competing truths, shifting paradigms,
and moral relativism. In such a context, the traditional theological concepts of revelation, divine
command, and sacred order are often viewed with suspicion, if not outright hostility. Political theology
must now contend with a world in which the divine is no longer the unquestioned center of epistemic
authority. Instead, truth is contested, provisional, and often subordinated to political utility or ideological
expediency. As a result, political theology in the modern era cannot remain content with mere repetition
of inherited doctrines. It must engage critically with contemporary philosophical and scientific discourses,
interrogate its own assumptions, and articulate a coherent vision of the human that accounts for both its
rational and spiritual dimensions. This entails a reinvigoration of epistemological inquiry within
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theological frameworks—one that does not retreat into pre-modern dogmatism, but also resists the
nihilistic tendencies of postmodern skepticism.

The core challenge of modern epistemology in political theology lies in its dual reductionism: the
reduction of knowledge to empirically verifiable propositions, and the reduction of humanity to a material
and psychological entity devoid of metaphysical significance. This epistemological narrowing has led to
a spiritual crisis that manifests in various domains: the loss of meaning, the erosion of moral foundations,
and the rise of technocratic governance that prioritizes efficiency over justice. While the Enlightenment
promised liberation through reason, it also inaugurated a regime of control, in which knowledge became
a tool for domination rather than understanding. The modern subject, empowered yet alienated, is caught
in a paradox of unprecedented freedom and profound disorientation. In this context, the role of political
theology is to challenge the totalizing tendencies of modern epistemology and to recover a sense of the
sacred that is compatible with rational inquiry. It must offer a vision of knowledge that is not merely
instrumental, but also transformative—a knowledge that cultivates wisdom, fosters justice, and reorients
human beings toward higher purposes. This is not a call for a return to pre-modern theocracies, but for a
rethinking of epistemology itself: a search for frameworks that can accommodate the full spectrum of
human experience, from empirical investigation to metaphysical contemplation.

In conclusion, the question of knowledge and epistemology in modern political theology is not
merely theoretical; it is a fundamental inquiry into the meaning of human existence, the nature of truth,
and the legitimacy of political authority. Modernity, by centering the human subject, has both expanded
the scope of intellectual inquiry and narrowed its metaphysical horizon. The challenge for contemporary
thinkers is to navigate this tension with intellectual honesty and spiritual integrity, resisting both the
absolutism of secular reason and the dogmatism of uncritical tradition. Ultimately, a renewed political
theology must reconcile reason and revelation, autonomy and transcendence, in a way that affirms the
dignity of the human being while acknowledging the limits of human knowledge. Only then can it offer a
compelling response to the crises of meaning, authority, and belonging that define the modern age.
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