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At present, given that Iran is in a transitional period from a traditional society
to a modern one, the issues arising from a lack of cohesion and the limited
participation of various social groups in social and political arenas are
becoming increasingly evident across different fields. Governance, by either
disrupting or fostering social relations and interactions between individuals and
society, can either promote or diminish civil life. The aim of the present study
is a sociological analysis of the role of good governance in social cohesion.
The research method of this dissertation is quantitative, utilizing a survey. The
data collection tool was a questionnaire. The statistical population consisted of
the citizens of Garmsar city. Using a cluster sampling method followed by
guota sampling, 384 individuals were selected as the statistical sample. The
data were analyzed based on descriptive and inferential statistics using SPSS22
software and structural equation modeling software Lisrel. The data analysis
indicates that there is a significant relationship between good governance and
commitment, belonging, order, and belief. Additionally, using structural
equation modeling, the factors of the right to voice (0.30), political stability
(0.20), effectiveness (0.16), regulatory quality (0.20), rule of law (0.31), and
control of corruption (0.31) altogether explain the relationship between good
governance and social cohesion (0.65).
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

Social cohesion is one of the fundamental concepts in social sciences, referring to the organization
of social order that strengthens unity and cooperation within a group or society. This concept, which
involves internal solidarity and social unity, promotes collaboration among society members, enabling the
development of a meaningful system (Sahraei Samir, 2022). Social cohesion is rooted in the strength of
social relationships marked by trust and participation. These relationships are reflected not only in
informal networks and daily interactions but also in governance (Khosro Golestan, 2021). The stability of a
society's social, political, and cultural life depends on cohesion among its structural elements. National
solidarity, which is crucial for the continuation of current governments, reflects shared goals and values
in social processes (Khosro Golestan, 2021).

Social cohesion is influenced by key indicators such as adherence to social values, commitment to
social order, and feelings of belonging and social responsibility. The focus on this concept stems from its
importance in multicultural societies and the challenges arising from cultural diversity and governance
relations (Ghatimati, 2020). According to the 2022 World Economic Forum report, the erosion of social
cohesion is one of the critical threats to the world in both short and long-term perspectives, ranking among
the most dangerous risks for the next decade (World Economic Forum, 2022).

Good governance plays a significant role in social cohesion. Good governance, involving the
participation of the state, private sector, and civil society, is measured through six key components: voice
and accountability, political stability, government effectiveness, regulatory quality, the rule of law, and
control of corruption (Rezaei, 2015). Studies show that Scandinavian countries such as Finland, Denmark,
Switzerland, Norway, and Sweden rank high globally in most good governance indicators (World Bank,
2020).

In countries like Iran, where growth and development have not been balanced, declining social
cohesion, particularly in new urban centers, is a growing concern among sociologists and urban planners
(Touhidian, 2019). Garmsar, a city in Semnan province, serves as an example of the gathering of various
ethnic groups and cultures that require further examination.

Methods and Materials

This study employed a quantitative approach using a survey method to analyze the role of good
governance in social cohesion among the citizens of Garmsar city. The data collection tool was a
structured questionnaire. The statistical population consisted of Garmsar residents, and the sample size
was determined using Cochran's formula, resulting in 384 participants. A cluster sampling method
followed by quota sampling was applied to ensure the representativeness of the sample across different
neighborhoods.

The questionnaire was developed based on the study’s objectives and hypotheses, comprising both
open-ended and closed-ended questions. Content validity was confirmed through expert judgment, and
reliability was measured using Cronbach’s alpha, yielding a coefficient of 0.9. Data were analyzed using
SPSS 22 for descriptive statistics and Lisrel for structural equation modeling (SEM).
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Findings

The findings revealed a significant relationship between good governance and social cohesion.
The structural equation model demonstrated that factors such as the right to voice (B = 0.30), political
stability (B = 0.20), government effectiveness (B = 0.16), regulatory quality (f = 0.20), rule of law (B =
0.31), and control of corruption (B = 0.31) collectively explained the relationship between good
governance and social cohesion (R? = 0.65). Among the components of social cohesion, the strongest
effects were observed on social order (B = 0.31) and social belief (B = 0.31), indicating that governance
factors like adherence to law and the control of corruption had the most significant impact on societal
cohesion.

The model fit indices, including RMSEA = 0.053 and CFI = 0.96, indicated an excellent fit. These
indices confirmed the robustness of the structural model in explaining the relationship between
governance and cohesion.

Discussion and Conclusion

The results of this study align with previous research highlighting the importance of governance
in promoting social cohesion. As other studies suggest, governance quality can either disrupt or strengthen
social relationships and interactions between individuals and society, impacting civil life (Muntafier &
Lynch, 1999). The findings underscore the role of components such as political stability, the rule of law,
and the fight against corruption in enhancing social cohesion, which corroborates previous studies
conducted in various countries, including the Scandinavian region.

In societies undergoing transitional periods, such as Iran, the challenges of maintaining social
cohesion become even more evident. As noted by Sahraei Samir (2022), social cohesion in transitional
societies is significantly influenced by governance. Similarly, this study confirms that governance,
particularly elements like accountability, law enforcement, and anti-corruption efforts, plays a pivotal role
in promoting a sense of belonging, commitment, and order in society (Sahraei Samir, 2022).

Moreover, the findings highlight that reduced social cohesion can result from governance failures,
particularly in societies facing economic and social challenges like Iran. The erosion of social cohesion is
exacerbated in nations struggling with corruption, poor regulation, and political instability (Fan et al., 2022).

In conclusion, the study reveals that improving governance quality, particularly through ensuring
accountability, enhancing the rule of law, and controlling corruption, is essential for fostering social
cohesion. Policymakers should prioritize these governance components to strengthen social ties and
promote unity in diverse societies, particularly in multicultural regions like Garmsar. Future research
should explore the longitudinal impacts of governance reforms on social cohesion and extend the analysis
to other regions for comparative insights.
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