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The aim of the present research was to examine the ethics-oriented and anti-ethical
political conduct of rulers in the political society of Iran based on Karen Horney's
theory, with a review of historical books. Due to the nature of the research, we have
employed a descriptive-analytical method based on documents and evidence. Ethics,
by fostering a sublime and valuable spirit in the political sphere, prevents the
emergence of social challenges, conflicts, and disputes, and by disseminating human
values among the members of society, increases social cohesion and solidarity. In this
regard, whether we consider politics as a profession or as a field that affects and is
affected by all people according to their responsibilities and multiple roles in life, it is
necessary to introduce specific ethical codes for this field. Regarding political ethics,
no code or indicator has been introduced so far by scientific or political institutions.
The book Kalila and Dimna, as a historical work, is a multi-layered and hybrid piece
in which glimpses of three civilizations—India, Iran, and Islam (even a faint touch of
Greek civilization)—can be observed. Centuries after the writing and translation of this
book in the West, Machiavelli's The Prince was written with the same theme. The main
question is: What perspectives do Kalila and Dimna and The Prince, as two historical-
literary works, have on political ethics in society, and what are the similarities and
differences between the two books? The method used to analyze and explain the
subject is Karen Horney's psychological approach, which dissects four personality
types: compliant, aggressive, detached, and idealized self. The conclusion drawn from
this study is that in both books, political ethics is the central issue. However, in Kalila
and Dimna, anti-ethical behavior is despicable and condemned, and anti-ethical figures
like "Dimna" meet a bitter end, while in The Prince, the anti-ethical ruler faces no
punishment for his conduct.

Keywords: political ethics, rulers, The Prince, Machiavelli, anti-ethics, Karen
Horney's theory, historical books
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

Ethical and unethical political behavior has long been a subject of interest among scholars of
political theory and psychology. This paper delves into the ethics-oriented and anti-ethical political
conduct of rulers in Iran, employing Karen Horney’s psychological framework to analyze historical
records, with a particular focus on the seminal works Kalila and Dimna and Machiavelli’s The Prince.
This research examines how these two works address the ethical dimensions of governance, noting that
while Kalila and Dimna condemns unethical behavior, The Prince largely justifies it, provided it results
in the retention of power. By applying Horney’s typology of personalities—compliant, aggressive,
detached, and the idealized self—the paper explores how these personality types manifest in the behaviors
of political figures and the ethical or unethical decisions they make (Hornay, 2010). This approach
contributes to understanding the impact of rulers' personalities on political ethics.

Ethical Codes in Political Governance

Ethics in politics is essential for preventing social conflicts and enhancing cohesion. It is crucial
to introduce specific ethical codes for the political realm, as politics significantly impacts societal
structures and the well-being of its members (Mcintyre, 2000). While various institutions have attempted
to codify ethical behavior in politics, there remains a lack of universally accepted standards. This is
particularly true in the context of historical political writings, such as Kalila and Dimna, which incorporate
insights from Indian, Iranian, and Islamic traditions. Similarly, Machiavelli's The Prince, written centuries
later, offers a European perspective on power and ethics. Both texts offer valuable insights into political
ethics, though they approach the subject from opposing angles. The question arises: how do these two
works define and contrast ethical and unethical conduct, and how do their conclusions reflect different
political philosophies?

Karen Horney’s Psychological Approach

Karen Horney's psychological framework, particularly her exploration of personality types,
provides a lens through which political behavior can be better understood. Horney (1945) categorized
personalities into four types: compliant, aggressive, detached, and idealized self. In the political realm,
these personality types are reflected in how rulers interact with power, the public, and their ethical or
unethical choices. Kalila and Dimna portrays a political world where ethical transgressions, such as
betrayal and deceit, lead to negative consequences. Dimna, a character representing unethical behavior,
suffers a tragic fate, illustrating the moral universe of the text. In contrast, Machiavelli’s The Prince
suggests that rulers who eschew ethical concerns for pragmatic ones often succeed. The ethical
ambivalence in The Prince allows for a ruler who manipulates power without facing moral repercussions
(Berlin, 1989).

Comparative Analysis of Political Ethics

A comparative analysis of Kalila and Dimna and The Prince highlights stark differences in their
treatment of political ethics. Kalila and Dimna, written from a moralistic perspective, emphasizes the
importance of ethics in governance. Characters who engage in unethical behavior, such as Dimna, are
punished, reinforcing the idea that ethical conduct is integral to successful leadership (Minavi, 2008). On
the other hand, The Prince adopts a more pragmatic view, where the ends justify the means. Machiavelli
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(1513) argues that rulers must sometimes act immorally to maintain their power, presenting a more cynical
view of human nature and governance. The distinction between these texts mirrors the broader debate on
whether ethical behavior is a necessity in politics or a hindrance to effective leadership.

Historical and Cultural Contexts

The different ethical frameworks of Kalila and Dimna and The Prince can be attributed to their
historical and cultural contexts. Kalila and Dimna is a product of a time and place where ethical behavior
was closely linked to religious and philosophical teachings. The text reflects a worldview in which rulers
are expected to embody moral virtues, and their legitimacy is tied to their ethical conduct (Dublois, 2002).
Conversely, The Prince emerges from Renaissance Italy, a period marked by political instability and the
rise of secular thought. Machiavelli’s work reflects the harsh realities of power politics in a context where
moral virtues were often subordinated to the demands of realpolitik (Paz & Lozano, 1991). This cultural
divergence underscores the variability of political ethics across different societies and epochs.

Conclusion

In conclusion, this paper demonstrates how Kalila and Dimna and The Prince present two distinct
views on political ethics, shaped by their respective historical and cultural contexts. While Kalila and
Dimna promotes the idea that ethical behavior is essential for social harmony and effective leadership,
The Prince takes a more utilitarian approach, suggesting that rulers can disregard ethics if it serves their
interests. Applying Karen Horney’s psychological framework to these texts reveals how different
personality types—compliant, aggressive, detached, and idealized self—manifest in the political
behaviors of rulers. This analysis contributes to a deeper understanding of how ethical and unethical
political conduct is portrayed in literature and how these portrayals reflect broader philosophical debates
about the role of ethics in governance.
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