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CrossMark

One of the most significant theoretical discussions overshadowing macro
sociological perspectives today is the issue of globalization. Globalization
encompasses economic, political, social, cultural, and structural dimensions,
all of which play a fundamental and essential role in the discourse on
globalization. Among these, the study of art, as one of the most powerful and
influential tools and a key component in shaping cultural globalization, has
garnered attention. Therefore, the aim of the present study was to explore the
capabilities and structural and visual components of Islamic arts in the process
of globalization. This research is descriptive-comparative in nature and
method, and while examining the concept of globalization, it attempts to
analyze the position of Islamic arts in the flow of globalization based on
structural and visual components in the contemporary world. The results of the
study indicate that globalization, from the perspective of theorists and based
on globalization components, is possible due to interactions and
communications in light of various global cultural and artistic events, as well
as the platforms for the emergence of works in virtual spaces. However, it may
also involve risks. Globalization requires progress and interaction with the
world, which in turn will introduce and recognize Iranian Islamic art. Islamic
art, contemporary and aligned with Iranian identity, can influence the proper
course of this movement. The use of Iranian structural and visual components
with a contemporary perspective is one of the important aspects of globalizing
Iranian art.

Keywords: Islamic culture, Islamic identity, Islamic art, universality of art



https://journalspsich.com/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0
https://orcid.org/0009-0005-5010-5833
https://orcid.org/0009-0005-5010-5833
https://orcid.org/0009-0007-2502-9431
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0

EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Globalization, a multifaceted phenomenon influencing economic, political, social, and cultural
dimensions, has become a central topic in sociological discussions. This paper explores the intersections
of globalization and Islamic art, particularly focusing on how modernity has shaped cultural and identity
components within Islamic artistic traditions. The research delves into the complex relationship between
the forces of globalization and the traditional aspects of Islamic art, examining how these forces have
redefined the visual and structural elements of these art forms. Through a descriptive-comparative
methodology, the authors analyze how Islamic art, deeply rooted in cultural and religious identity,
interacts with globalizing forces to retain its uniqueness while adapting to contemporary contexts.

The influence of globalization on art, particularly Islamic art, is both enriching and challenging.
On the one hand, globalization promotes the exchange of cultural elements, allowing Islamic art to reach
wider global audiences. As outlined by various theorists, this exchange can enhance the visibility of
Islamic art on the global stage, allowing it to be appreciated beyond its geographical and religious origins
(Anoshirvani, 2015, 2018; Giddens, 2008). However, the integration of Islamic art into a globalized world
also brings about risks, such as the dilution of its core identity in favor of more commercially viable
aesthetics. This study asserts that while Islamic art must evolve to remain relevant in a global context, it
must do so without compromising its foundational values and principles, particularly those rooted in
Islamic culture and religious identity.

Central to this research is the idea that the modernization of Islamic art is necessary for it to
maintain its place within the global art scene. The authors highlight how Islamic art, with its rich tradition
of symbolism and spirituality, can be contemporized through the use of modern visual elements while
retaining its connection to Islamic philosophy and cultural identity. In particular, the study emphasizes the
potential of Iranian Islamic art to bridge the gap between tradition and modernity by incorporating both
contemporary artistic techniques and traditional Islamic motifs (Partovi, 2017). This balance, according to
the research, is crucial for ensuring that Islamic art remains a significant cultural force in the globalized
world.

One of the key findings of the study is that globalization provides both challenges and
opportunities for the preservation and evolution of Islamic art. As global cultural and artistic events create
platforms for Islamic art to be showcased, there is a risk that the unique structural and visual components
of this art form may become commodified (Schulte, 2008). This commodification can lead to a loss of the
deep spiritual and cultural meanings traditionally associated with Islamic art. Yet, the study also argues
that through careful modernization, Islamic art can continue to influence and contribute to global culture
while remaining faithful to its Islamic roots. The authors note that contemporary Islamic art, when
grounded in traditional aesthetics, has the potential to enrich global artistic discourse by offering a counter-
narrative to Western-dominated artistic trends.

Another aspect of modernization explored in this research is the role of Islamic art in reinforcing
cultural identity within the context of globalization. The study argues that as globalization brings different
cultures into closer contact, there is an increased need for Islamic art to serve as a medium for expressing
and preserving Islamic cultural identity. This is particularly important in the face of cultural
homogenization, where local and traditional art forms are at risk of being overshadowed by more
dominant, global art movements (Rezaei Esfahani, 2008). By adapting to the modern world while
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maintaining its unique cultural and religious significance, Islamic art can continue to play a critical role
in the identity formation of Muslim societies, both within and outside the Islamic world.

The research concludes by emphasizing the importance of visual and structural components in the
process of modernizing Islamic art. It suggests that these components, which include elements such as
geometric patterns, calligraphy, and symbolic imagery, must be preserved and incorporated into modern
artistic practices. By doing so, Islamic art can retain its distinctiveness while remaining relevant in a
rapidly globalizing world. The study points out that the success of Islamic art in the global arena depends
on its ability to balance tradition with innovation. This balance allows for the preservation of Islamic
cultural heritage while embracing the new opportunities presented by modern artistic trends and
technological advancements (Giddens, 2008).

In conclusion, the research offers a comprehensive analysis of the modernization of Islamic art in
the context of globalization. It highlights the dual challenges of preserving cultural identity and embracing
modernity, emphasizing that Islamic art has the potential to thrive in the global art world if it can navigate
these challenges successfully. By maintaining its core visual and structural components while adapting to
contemporary trends, Islamic art can continue to serve as a powerful cultural force, both within the Islamic
world and beyond. The study ultimately calls for a thoughtful and deliberate approach to modernizing
Islamic art, one that respects its historical and cultural significance while embracing the creative
possibilities of globalization.
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