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The tourism industry, in its modern form, emerged in Iran for the first time
during the Pahlavi era. Initially, in 1935, an office titled "Office for Foreign
Travelers and Publicity” was established, and its activities were limited to
publishing tourism brochures and guidebooks. The growth and development of
this industry were realized through the establishment of the "Tourism
Attraction Organization" in 1966 and the formation of the "Ministry of
Information and Tourism™ in 1974. One of the destinations that has always
been attractive and of interest to tourists is the southern ports and islands of
Iran. These places, with their various historical, environmental, and cultural
attractions, have always drawn tourists to them. Among these regions, Kish
Island, with features such as favorable weather, beautiful nature, historical
sites, and rare plant and animal species, became one of the islands receiving
special attention for tourism development in southern Iran during the Second
Pahlavi period. In the present research, based on sources such as memoirs of
Pahlavi officials and available documents, and using a descriptive-analytical
method, an attempt has been made to answer the question of how the tourism
industry grew and developed in the Iranian ports and islands of the Persian Gulf
during the Second Pahlavi era, particularly Kish lIsland, which became an
international tourist island during this period.

Keywords: Tourism industry, Second Pahlavi, Kish, Qeshm, Ports of Bushehr
and Abbas.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

The tourism industry in Iran began to take shape in its modern form during the Pahlavi era,
particularly under the reign of the Second Pahlavi government (1941-1979). This research focuses on the
key role played by the Second Pahlavi government in promoting and establishing the tourism industry in
the southern regions of Iran, specifically the Persian Gulf, with an emphasis on Kish Island. By analyzing
historical records, governmental documents, and memoirs of Pahlavi officials, the study reveals the
strategic importance of developing tourism as a means of economic growth and political influence in the
region. The study uses a descriptive-analytical approach to explore how tourism infrastructure was
created, promoted, and expanded during this period, transforming southern Iranian ports and islands into
international tourist destinations.

Tourism in Iran, while having ancient roots, saw its first official institutionalization in 1935 with
the establishment of the "Office for Foreign Travelers and Publicity,” an entity primarily focused on
producing tourism brochures and guidebooks. However, it was under the reign of Mohammad Reza
Pahlavi, particularly in the late 1960s and early 1970s, that tourism was significantly promoted as a
national agenda. This was marked by the establishment of the "Tourism Attraction Organization" in 1966
and the "Ministry of Information and Tourism™ in 1974. The research outlines how these governmental
efforts were aimed not only at promoting cultural and natural heritage but also at asserting Iran's presence
and sovereignty in the strategic Persian Gulf region. Kish Island, with its favorable climate, beautiful
landscapes, and historical significance, became the focal point of these tourism development efforts
(Chamankar, 2005).

Kish Island, a small island in the Persian Gulf, was strategically selected by the Second Pahlavi
government as an ideal location for international tourism. The island's favorable geographic location and
natural beauty made it an attractive destination for tourists from both within and outside Iran. By the mid-
1970s, the Pahlavi government had launched extensive efforts to transform Kish into a hub for luxury
tourism, catering to international visitors with modern infrastructure such as hotels, casinos, resorts, and
recreational facilities. These developments were part of a broader strategy to integrate Iran into the global
tourism industry and to promote a modern image of the country on the international stage. Kish's
transformation into a tourist destination also reflected the government's desire to diversify the economy
and reduce its reliance on oil revenues (Nourbakhsh, 1990).

The study further explores how Kish Island's development was tied to broader regional and global
economic trends. The oil boom of the 1970s provided the Pahlavi government with the financial resources
to invest in large-scale infrastructure projects, including the development of tourism facilities in Kish and
other southern ports. The construction of airports, hotels, and resorts was complemented by efforts to
market Kish as a luxurious retreat for both Western tourists and the Iranian elite. The government's focus
on high-end tourism was intended to position Iran as a leading destination for international travelers,
comparable to other well-known tourist destinations in the Middle East and Europe (Nourbakhsh, 1990).

In addition to Kish Island, the research also examines the promotion of other southern ports and
islands, including Qeshm, Bushehr, and Bandar Abbas. These areas, rich in historical, environmental, and
cultural attractions, had long been centers of commerce and travel due to their strategic locations along
trade routes such as the Silk Road. Under the Second Pahlavi government, these regions were further
developed to attract both domestic and foreign tourists. The establishment of tourism facilities in these
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regions was part of a broader strategy to enhance Iran's geopolitical influence in the Persian Gulf and to
showcase the country's cultural heritage to the world (Alam, 1998). As outlined in the study, the
development of the tourism industry in these regions was also seen as a way to foster economic growth
and to promote regional development in historically underdeveloped areas.

The research highlights several key governmental policies and initiatives that contributed to the
development of tourism in the Persian Gulf region during the Second Pahlavi era. For example, the
formation of the "Tourism Attraction Organization™ was a critical step in formalizing the government's
commitment to developing tourism. Additionally, the creation of the "Ministry of Information and
Tourism™ in 1974 marked a significant shift in the government's approach to tourism, with a greater focus
on promoting Iran's image abroad. The study also examines the role of international collaborations and
investments in shaping the development of tourism in the Persian Gulf. Foreign consultants, particularly
from the United States, played a crucial role in the planning and execution of tourism projects in Kish
Island and other regions.

One of the significant findings of this research is the way in which tourism development in the
Persian Gulf was intertwined with the political goals of the Pahlavi government. By promoting Kish and
other southern islands as tourist destinations, the government sought to assert Iran's sovereignty over these
regions, particularly in the face of growing foreign interest in the oil-rich Persian Gulf. The development
of modern infrastructure in these regions was also seen as a way to bolster Iran's image as a progressive
and modern nation. The government's efforts to promote tourism were therefore not only motivated by
economic considerations but also by the desire to enhance Iran's political and cultural influence in the
region.

In conclusion, the study demonstrates that the establishment and promotion of the tourism industry
in the Persian Gulf during the Second Pahlavi era were key elements of the government's broader strategy
to modernize Iran and to enhance its geopolitical influence. The development of Kish Island and other
southern regions as tourist destinations reflected the government's vision of transforming Iran into a
leading player in the global tourism industry. While the Pahlavi government's efforts were cut short by
the 1979 Islamic Revolution, the foundations laid during this period continue to influence the development
of tourism in Iran today. This research contributes to a deeper understanding of the role of tourism in
shaping Iran's political, economic, and cultural landscape during a critical period in the country's modern
history
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