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In the final third of the Qajar period, the Pusht-e Kuh government faced various
vulnerabilities, threats, and security incidents. Border disputes with the
Ottoman Empire, internal uprisings, regional wars, dissatisfaction and lack of
trust among subjects, mismanagement by some officials, and the involuntary
migration of inhabitants led to severe security disruptions. Gholam Hossein
Khan Shahab al-Mulk, a key figure within the ruling elite, was tasked with
restoring order and took actions aimed at reproducing, improving, and
enhancing security in the region. This study seeks to answer the question: What
role did Gholam Hossein Khan Shahab al-Mulk play in the security of the
Pusht-e Kuh government during the late Qajar period? It also tests the
hypothesis that Shahab al-Mulk, through effective agency, strengthened the
financial capacity, guided and reassured the subjects, improved intelligence,
and implemented military and security measures, thereby improving security
in Pusht-e Kuh during the late Qajar period. The present research has been
conducted using a descriptive-analytical method, and a significant portion of
the documents and materials reviewed in this study are being published for the
first time. Additionally, the elite theory has been used as the theoretical
framework of the research. The findings of the study indicate that Shahab al-
Mulk was able to contribute to the maintenance and preservation of security in
the Pusht-e Kuh government by improving financial resources, building trust
and hope among the subjects, and implementing military and security
measures.

Keywords: Gholam Hossein Khan Shahab al-Mulk, security, Pusht-e Kuh
government, Qajar period.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

In the late Qajar era, the Pusht-e Kuh government, located in modern-day llam, faced severe
security challenges due to both internal and external pressures. Border disputes with the Ottoman Empire,
regional uprisings, and dissatisfaction among local inhabitants created instability in the region. Gholam
Hossein Khan Shahab al-Mulk, a key figure within the government, played a central role in restoring and
maintaining order. His efforts in improving financial resources, rebuilding trust among the population,
and implementing military measures were instrumental in enhancing security in Pusht-e Kuh. This paper
examines his contributions within the theoretical framework of elite theory, focusing on how his
leadership helped stabilize the region.

The security threats to the Pusht-e Kuh government were numerous. Among the most pressing
were the border conflicts with the Ottoman Empire, which exacerbated internal unrest (Saki, 1964). The
lack of a strong central government in Tehran during this period also allowed various local uprisings to
destabilize the region further (Shamim, 1995). Shahab al-Mulk's ability to mitigate these threats can be
seen as part of a broader effort by the Qajar elite to maintain control over peripheral regions through local
leadership figures (Boroujerdi, 1999).

Shahab al-Mulk's strategy for restoring security involved both financial reforms and military
actions. Strengthening the region’s fiscal base was crucial for funding military campaigns and addressing
local grievances. As Moradi Moghaddam and Ghafari Vahed (2020) have argued, taxation and financial
management played a key role in the political stability of Pusht-e Kuh during this period (Moradi
Moghaddam & Ghafari Vahed, 2020). By improving the financial stability of the region, Shahab al-Mulk
was able to fund the military and security efforts necessary to quell internal unrest and resist Ottoman
incursions (Ghazanfari Amraei, 2014).

Military organization under Shahab al-Mulk was another significant factor in restoring security.
He successfully mobilized local forces to resist external threats, particularly from the Ottoman Empire,
which often targeted the region due to its strategic importance (Norollahi, 2012). His leadership during
battles and in organizing the defense of Pusht-e Kuh has been well documented (Derakhshandeh, 2018).
The local military forces, which Shahab al-Mulk both trained and led, were essential in maintaining
control over the territory and defending it against external invasions (Ghazanfari Amraei, 2014).

Shahab al-Mulk’s success was also due to his ability to maintain loyalty among the local
population. This was particularly important given the high levels of dissatisfaction among the inhabitants,
many of whom had migrated due to economic hardship and insecurity. His ability to rebuild trust and
create a sense of hope among the population was a key factor in restoring order (Bagheri & Karimi, 2016).
According to Boroujerdi (1999), local elites like Shahab al-Mulk were able to maintain control through a
combination of coercion and cooptation, ensuring loyalty while also addressing local grievances
(Boroujerdi, 1999).

The elite theory framework helps explain how Shahab al-Mulk was able to exert control over the
region. As Marsh and Stoker (2005) explain, elites often maintain power by controlling key resources,
including financial and military assets (Marsh & Stoker, 2005). Shahab al-Mulk’s ability to manage both
the economic and military dimensions of governance allowed him to consolidate his authority and
maintain stability in Pusht-e Kuh (Boroujerdi, 1999). His leadership exemplifies how local elites played
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crucial roles in maintaining the territorial integrity of the Qajar Empire, particularly in its more peripheral
regions.

In conclusion, Shahab al-Mulk’s role in restoring security to Pusht-e Kuh during the late Qajar
period was multifaceted. Through financial reforms, military leadership, and strategic engagement with
the local population, he was able to stabilize a region that had been beset by both internal and external
challenges. His actions not only reflect the broader dynamics of elite governance in the Qajar era but also
underscore the importance of local leadership in maintaining the security of Iran’s border regions. Further
research could explore how Shahab al-Mulk’s strategies might inform modern approaches to governance
and security in similarly unstable regions.
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