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The West Asia region is considered one of the most challenging areas in the
international arena, facing many politically, economically, culturally, and
socially unstable countries. Among these, Irag is one of the significant
countries in this region, recognized as Iran's geopolitical neighbor and of
substantial importance to Iran's security. This research aims to examine the
position of Iraq in the security strategies of Iran's foreign policy in response to
the question: What are the influential factors on the security strategies of the
Islamic Republic of Iran in Iraq, and what strategic scenarios can be developed
for it? This study is descriptive-analytical in nature, with the necessary data
and information gathered through library research and utilizing the Futures
Wizard software. The research findings indicate that events in Irag can have
significant security implications for Iran's stability, which is why Iran has
always sought to shape Irag's internal policy and strategic orientation. The
research results showed that the strong scenario board consists of 10 different
possible situations. Among these 10 possible situations, 2 are critical, 2 are
semi-critical, 1 is static, 1 is semi-favorable, and 4 are favorable. Therefore, it
can be stated that Irag's position in the security strategies of the Islamic
Republic of Iran's foreign policy is in a favorable condition, where Iran can
improve its situation in lraq through cultural and religious commonalities,
thereby ensuring its security in the region.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

The region of West Asia is characterized by significant geopolitical challenges and instability,
making it a critical area of study for understanding international relations and security strategies. Irag, a
key country within this region, holds substantial importance for Iran’s security due to its geopolitical
proximity and shared cultural and religious ties. This research investigates the role of Iraq in Iran’s security
strategies, addressing the question of what influential factors shape Iran's security policies in Irag and
what strategic scenarios can be developed for it. This study employs a descriptive-analytical approach,
utilizing library research and the Futures Wizard software to gather and analyze data. The findings
underscore the critical impact of Iragi events on Iran's security, prompting Iran to continuously influence
Irag's internal policies and strategic direction.

The geopolitical landscape of West Asia is inherently volatile, with numerous countries facing
political, economic, cultural, and social instability. Within this context, Iraq emerges as a significant actor
due to its strategic location and historical ties with Iran. This study aims to explore the various factors
influencing Iran's security strategies in Iraq and to develop strategic scenarios that Iran might employ. The
methodology involves a comprehensive review of existing literature and the use of advanced analytical
tools to assess potential future scenarios. The study’s findings reveal that Iraq’s internal dynamics have
profound security implications for Iran, necessitating a proactive approach from Tehran to ensure regional
stability and security.

The historical context of Iran-Iraq relations is marked by periods of both cooperation and conflict.
Since Irag's independence in 1932, the two nations have experienced fluctuating relations influenced by
geopolitical ambitions, border disputes, and ideological differences. The fall of Saddam Hussein in 2003
significantly altered the power dynamics in Iraq, providing Iran with opportunities to expand its influence
through various means, including cultural and religious commonalities. The research indicates that Iran’s
strategic interest in Iraq is driven by the need to prevent the emergence of threats from its western neighbor
and to maintain a stable, friendly government in Baghdad. This strategic interest is underpinned by a
complex interplay of military, economic, and cultural factors that shape Iran’s approach to Iraq (Jahangard,
2009).

The research employs a scenario-based analysis to predict possible future developments in Iraq
and their implications for Iran. Ten potential scenarios were identified, categorized into critical, semi-
critical, static, semi-favorable, and favorable conditions. The critical scenarios highlight the risks of
significant instability in Irag, which could adversely affect Iran's security. Conversely, favorable scenarios
suggest that Iran can leverage its cultural and religious ties with Irag to enhance its strategic position in
the region. The study emphasizes the importance of continuous monitoring and adaptation of strategies to
respond to the dynamic geopolitical environment of West Asia (Eisenstadt, 2011).

Iran’s security strategies in Iraq are multifaceted, involving direct and indirect influence through
various channels. The support for Shia militias in Iraq, the establishment of strong economic ties, and the
promotion of cultural and religious affiliations are pivotal elements of Iran’s approach. These strategies
aim to create a buffer against external threats and to foster a pro-Iranian government in Iraq. The research
underscores the role of soft power, particularly through religious and cultural diplomacy, in strengthening
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Iran's influence in Irag. This approach not only secures Iran’s western border but also enhances its regional
standing against rival powers such as Saudi Arabia and the United States (Rahimi et al., 2011).

In conclusion, the position of Iraq in Iran’s security strategies is of paramount importance due to
the intertwined historical, cultural, and geopolitical factors. The research findings suggest that while there
are significant risks associated with instability in Iraq, there are also substantial opportunities for Iran to
solidify its influence through strategic, economic, and cultural engagements. The study provides a
comprehensive analysis of the various scenarios and offers strategic recommendations for Iran to navigate
the complex geopolitical landscape of West Asia. These findings are crucial for policymakers and scholars
seeking to understand the dynamics of Iran-lrag relations and their broader implications for regional
security.

This extended abstract highlights the critical aspects of Iran’s security strategies concerning Iraq,
offering insights into the historical context, methodological approach, and strategic implications. It serves
as a foundational analysis for further research and policy development aimed at enhancing regional
stability and security in West Asia.
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