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CrossMark

This article is the result of a collaboration between the University of Tehran
and Aalborg University in Denmark, aimed at a better understanding of the
literature on national development. Particularly in recent years, the literature
on development in Iranian society has become contentious and misunderstood,
and its confusion in contemporary history suggests that development is more
the result of disciplined and systematic interaction of collective intelligence
than of intellectual fervor. Therefore, it is hoped that by focusing more on the
issue of development, appropriate foundations for a better understanding of it
can be provided. This research, which employs the thematic method—a
qualitative approach based on study and semi-structured interviews—includes
interviews with twelve domestic elites from university professors and
experienced practitioners in the country. It also results from a year and a half
of study and collaboration with the Faculties of Communication Science,
Sociology, and Business at Aalborg University. The focus of this research is
on the "sociology of national development™ and the role of "discourse" in the
formation of development theories. The outcome is the presentation of two
models: firstly, a proposal on the appropriate structure and social relationships
on which development should be based, and secondly, the suggestion of
"discursive models" to achieve collective rationality and identity.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

The article presents an in-depth exploration of the role of discourse in shaping development
theories within the context of Iranian society. This collaborative research between the University of
Tehran and Aalborg University in Denmark underscores the significance of collective intelligence and
systematic interaction in the process of national development. Through a thematic qualitative approach,
the authors investigate the complexities surrounding the concept of development in contemporary Iran,
aiming to establish a clearer foundation for understanding and fostering sustainable development.

In recent years, the literature on development in Iranian society has been fraught with contention
and misunderstanding. This confusion is highlighted by the historical disarray in development efforts,
which suggests that development results more from disciplined, collective intelligence than from mere
intellectual fervor (Movasaghi, 2008). The research employs semi-structured interviews with twelve
domestic elites, including university professors and experienced practitioners, combined with a year and
a half of study and collaboration with Aalborg University's Faculties of Communication Science,
Sociology, and Business. This collaboration aimed to deepen the understanding of the interplay between
discourse and development. The thematic method used in this research—a qualitative approach focusing
on patterns and themes—enabled the authors to draw significant insights from the interviews.

The research reveals that the complexities of development in Iran are rooted in various socio-
political and economic misalignments. Historical attempts at modernization, such as those during the
Qajar and Pahlavi eras, often resulted in partial successes and notable failures, largely due to a lack of
cohesive national discourse and an appropriate understanding of sociological development principles
(Movasaghi, 2008). The study emphasizes that sustainable development in Iran requires a foundational shift
towards collective rationality and a deeper integration of discourse in national policy-making (Katouzian,
2015).

One of the critical findings of this research is the identification of the lack of a coherent "sociology
of national development discourse™ as a significant barrier to progress. This gap has resulted in fragmented
and often contradictory development efforts, which have failed to produce lasting socio-economic
reforms. By employing a thematic analysis, the authors have been able to extract key themes and patterns
that highlight the importance of structured discourse in achieving national development goals (Renani,
2009).

The proposed models aim to guide policymakers and scholars in restructuring Iran's approach to
development. The first model focuses on establishing a robust social framework that supports systematic
development efforts. It suggests that development should be grounded in stable social relationships and
institutional frameworks that foster collective intelligence. The second model emphasizes the role of
discursive practices in shaping collective rationality and national identity, advocating for the creation of
platforms that facilitate inclusive and participatory discourse (Bagharian, 2022).

In conclusion, the article provides a comprehensive analysis of the interplay between sociology,
discourse, and development in the context of Iranian society. It offers valuable insights into how a more
structured and systematic approach to discourse can pave the way for sustainable national development.
The collaboration between Iranian and Danish academic institutions serves as a testament to the
importance of international cooperation in addressing complex socio-political challenges. The findings
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underscore the necessity of fostering a collective understanding and approach to development, which is
crucial for overcoming historical obstacles and achieving long-term socio-economic progress in Iran.
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