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One of the points of contention in Iraq and the region has been the issue of the
independence of Iraqi Kurdistan. What has made this issue international in scope
is the connection of this region with Kurds in Iran, Turkey, Syria, etc. This linkage
has led to convergent behavior in the foreign policies of these countries,
particularly Iran and Turkey, concerning Iragi Kurdistan. Therefore, the research
question arises: What impacts did the Kurdistan independence referendum have on
the foreign policy of Iran and Turkey, and what has been the unified and common
approach of Iran and Turkey's foreign policy regarding the independence-oriented
orientation of Iragi Kurdistan? This article, using a library-based method and based
on a descriptive-analytical approach, posits the hypothesis that the challenge of the
Kurdistan referendum and their independence aspirations have become so serious
for both countries that it has led to the formation of an alliance regarding this issue,
and both countries have always sought to prevent the independence of this region.
Hence, the approach taken by these two countries concerning Iragi Kurdistan can
be explained within the framework of the Balance of Threat theory. The research
findings indicate that in recent years, the main strategy of Iran and Turkey, despite
numerous differences regarding recent Middle East crises, includes several
components. One of the most important components is the emphasis and effort to
preserve the territorial integrity of Iraq and opposition to its fragmentation. To
achieve this goal, the two countries have formed an alliance to secure their national
interests. This is because Iran and Turkey have significant Kurdish populations,
and the creation of a Kurdish state in Iraq would establish a successful model in
the region and influence the Kurds in both countries.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

This study delves into the foreign policies of Iran and Turkey regarding the Kurdistan
Independence Referendum in Iraq through the lens of Stephen Walt's Balance of Threat Theory. The
research highlights the geopolitical significance of Iragi Kurdistan and its impact on regional stability,
particularly concerning Iran and Turkey, which have substantial Kurdish populations. The study employs
a descriptive-analytical approach, utilizing both qualitative interviews and thematic analysis to explore
the convergent foreign policies of Iran and Turkey in response to the referendum.

The Kurdistan independence referendum, held in September 2017, posed significant challenges to
the territorial integrity of Irag and had potential repercussions for neighboring countries with Kurdish
populations, namely Iran and Turkey. The historical context of Kurdish autonomy movements in Iraq,
coupled with strategic geopolitical factors such as vast oil reserves and favorable economic conditions,
has elevated the geopolitical weight of the Kurdish region within Iraq and the broader Middle East
(Dehghani Firouzabadi & Khediri Warik, 2012). The referendum and subsequent push for independence by
the Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG) were perceived as direct threats to the national security and
territorial integrity of Iran and Turkey, prompting a unified and coordinated response from both countries.

The application of Stephen Walt's Balance of Threat Theory is pivotal in understanding the alliance
formed by Iran and Turkey against the Kurdish independence movement. Walt's theory posits that states
form alliances not merely in response to power imbalances but in reaction to perceived threats (Walt, 2009).
The proximity of the Kurdish regions to Iranian and Turkish borders, coupled with the potential for
increased nationalist sentiments among their Kurdish populations, heightened the perceived threat. This
prompted both countries to prioritize the preservation of Iraq's territorial integrity and to oppose any moves
towards Kurdish independence that could destabilize the region and embolden separatist movements
within their borders.

The findings of this research underscore the multifaceted approach adopted by Iran and Turkey in
dealing with the Kurdish independence referendum. Despite their historical and ideological differences,
both countries have consistently aligned their policies to counter the perceived threat posed by a potential
Kurdish state. This alignment is evident in their diplomatic efforts, military posturing, and economic
measures aimed at curbing Kurdish aspirations for independence (Paderorand & Zanganeh, 2018). The
strategic cooperation between Iran and Turkey, in this context, is a clear manifestation of Walt's Balance
of Threat Theory, illustrating how common threats can override other geopolitical and ideological
differences to foster cooperation.

A critical aspect of this study is the examination of the socio-political dynamics within Iran and
Turkey that influence their foreign policies towards Kurdish independence. In Iran, the presence of a
significant Kurdish minority in the northwest, coupled with historical grievances and ongoing socio-
political marginalization, has made the Iranian government particularly sensitive to developments in Iraqi
Kurdistan. Similarly, Turkey's southeastern region, which is home to a large Kurdish population and has
been the site of long-standing conflict with the Kurdistan Workers' Party (PKK), has shaped Turkey's
vehement opposition to Kurdish independence in Iraq (Farahmand & Samii, 2017). The domestic
implications of Kurdish independence for both countries have necessitated a proactive and coordinated
foreign policy stance to mitigate potential internal unrest and maintain national stability.
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In conclusion, this study provides a nuanced understanding of the foreign policies of Iran and
Turkey regarding the Kurdistan independence referendum. The application of Stephen Walt's Balance of
Threat Theory offers a robust framework for analyzing the strategic alliance formed by these countries in
response to perceived threats. The findings underscore the necessity of fostering a collective
understanding and approach to regional stability, highlighting the importance of international cooperation
in addressing complex geopolitical challenges. This research contributes to the broader discourse on
Middle Eastern politics and the strategic dynamics that shape the region's geopolitical landscape.
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