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CrossMark

Ayatollah Taleghani belongs to the lineage of contemporary religious reformers
who, over fifty years of political and social activity, dedicated his life to the revival
of religious thought and ideology, grounded in the Quran. Similarly, Abdul
Rahman Kawakibi is among the renowned reformers and revivalists in the modern
history of Islam. This research aims to compare the political thought of Ayatollah
Taleghani and Abdul Rahman Kawakibi on the issue of despotism. Our hypothesis
in this study is based on the assertion that the political thought of these two thinkers
on despotism exhibits both similarities and differences. In this research, we seek
to answer the question: What are the similarities and differences between the
political thoughts of these two intellectuals regarding despotism? The research
findings indicate that both thinkers oppose any form of despotism and advocate for
resistance against it in all dimensions, particularly in combating religious and
political despotism. The difference in their viewpoints stems from the divergent
perspectives of Shia and Sunni regarding the establishment of governance,
especially Ayatollah Taleghani's view on forming a government during the
occultation of the Infallible Imam. The research method employed in this article is
comparative.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Ayatollah Taleghani and Abdul Rahman Kawakibi are renowned for their efforts in reviving
Islamic thought in their respective eras. Taleghani’s approach was deeply rooted in Shia beliefs,
emphasizing the importance of religious law and governance during the occultation of the Infallible Imam.
Kawakibi, on the other hand, focused on the broader issues of political despotism affecting the Muslim
world, particularly under Ottoman rule. Both thinkers vehemently opposed any form of despotism,
advocating for resistance against tyranny in all its forms, especially religious and political despotism.
Their opposition to despotism and advocacy for reform and resistance were grounded in their respective
religious and political contexts.

The methodology employed in this research is comparative, analyzing the writings and speeches
of both figures to highlight their perspectives on despotism. Taleghani believed that despotism stemmed
from rulers not adhering to legal and religious principles, often acting with arbitrary power. He argued
that such governments should be labeled as tyrannical, and the rulers as tyrants, broader than the typical
understanding of despotism (Nayini, 1999). Taleghani’s solution to combating despotism involved non-
violent resistance and the establishment of a council system (shura) to ensure collective decision-making
and prevent the rise of individual tyrants (Taleghani, 1979b).

Kawakibi’s thought was influenced by the oppressive conditions under the Ottoman Empire, where
he saw despotism not just in individual rulers but also in the system that allowed collective tyranny. He
argued that collective decision-making could also lead to despotism if not properly managed. Kawakibi's
solution to despotism was multifaceted, including educating the masses, promoting unity among Muslims,
and establishing a government that respects religious, scientific, and moral values. He believed in the
necessity of separating religious authority from political power to prevent the corruption of both (Kwakbi,
1995).

The differences in their views on governance during the occultation period highlight the divergent
perspectives of Shia and Sunni thought. Taleghani, reflecting Shia ideology, emphasized the role of
religious scholars in governance during the occultation of the Imam, advocating for a system where
religious leaders have significant authority. In contrast, Kawakibi, from a Sunni perspective, argued for a
government that, while respecting religious principles, should primarily be a political entity separate from
religious authority. This distinction is critical in understanding the different approaches to despotism and
governance in Shia and Sunni traditions (Nasr, 1998).

The comparative analysis reveals that while both Taleghani and Kawakibi were united in their
opposition to despotism, their proposed solutions were influenced by their religious backgrounds.
Taleghani’s focus was on creating a government based on Islamic law with significant religious oversight,
reflecting the Shia belief in the necessity of guidance from religious leaders. Kawakibi’s approach was
more secular, advocating for a separation between religious and political authority to ensure that neither
becomes despotic. This difference underscores the broader theological and political divides between Shia
and Sunni Islam and their historical experiences with governance and despotism (Ebrahimi Hosseini et al.,
2022).




In conclusion, the political thoughts of Ayatollah Taleghani and Abdul Rahman Kawakibi on
despotism offer valuable insights into the broader discourse on governance in Islamic thought. Their works
highlight the importance of resisting tyranny and promoting justice, albeit through different frameworks
influenced by their religious traditions. The study of their political ideologies provides a deeper
understanding of how Islamic thought has addressed the challenge of despotism and continues to influence
contemporary discussions on governance and reform in the Muslim world.
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