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Throughout Iran's history, there has always been a confrontation between the
central government and the tribes and nomads. The central government aimed to
dominate the tribes, while simultaneously relying on their military capabilities.
Tribal leaders held significant military power, resulting in a close relationship
between them and the central government. In Kurdish regions, power had
historically been distributed among various centers, including influential families,
tribes, and chieftains. Following the Constitutional Revolution and World War I,
the dispersion of power and the emergence of new claimants reached
unprecedented levels, minimizing the central government's influence. With the rise
of Reza Khan and the increasing military strength of the government, efforts to
expand central authority and suppress traditional power centers, including in
Kurdish areas, became a priority. The fundamental question of this research is why
the early Pahlavi government pursued the sedentarization of nomads (the policy of
Takht-e Qapu) in Kurdistan, and what impact this policy had on state-building
during this period. The present study aims to examine the effect of the
implementation of the Takht-e Qapu policy, disarmament, and the reduction of
tribal power in creating a centralized and powerful government, with a focus on
the suppression of Kurdish tribes. The findings indicate that the implementation of
the Takht-e Qapu policy during the early Pahlavi period resulted in the
disarmament and reduction of tribal power, leading to the formation of a
centralized and powerful government in Kurdistan. Conversely, violent actions
against the tribes intensified the people's aversion to the government. This research
has been conducted using a descriptive and historical analysis method.

Keywords: Takht-e Qapu Policy, Absolute Government, Nomads, Early Pahlavi
Era, Kurdistan.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

Throughout Iran's history, the central government and nomadic tribes have had a contentious
relationship, characterized by the government's desire to dominate while relying on the tribes' military
capabilities. Tribal leaders wielded significant power, often resulting in a complex power dynamic with
the central government. This was particularly evident in Kurdish regions, where power was historically
distributed among influential families, tribes, and chieftains. Following the Constitutional Revolution and
World War |, power dispersion and the emergence of new claimants significantly reduced the central
government's influence. The rise of Reza Khan and the government's growing military strength marked a
shift towards expanding central authority and suppressing traditional power centers, including those in
Kurdish areas (Ghorbanpour Dashtaki, 2020).

Research Question and Objectives

The fundamental question of this research is to understand why the early Pahlavi government
pursued the sedentarization of nomads, specifically through the Takht-e Qapu policy, in Kurdistan and the
impact this policy had on state-building during this period. The study aims to examine the effects of the
Takht-e Qapu policy on disarmament and the reduction of tribal power, leading to a centralized and
powerful government in Kurdistan. The findings indicate that while the policy resulted in the disarmament
and reduction of tribal power, leading to centralization, it also intensified the local population's aversion
to the government.

Theoretical Framework

The concept of the absolute state (dolat-e motlaq) is central to understanding the Pahlavi regime's
approach to governance. Derived from the Latin term "status,” meaning standing or condition, the modern
state as defined by Max Weber is an entity that holds the monopoly on the legitimate use of physical force
within a given territory. In Europe, the absolute state emerged after the decline of feudalism, characterized
by centralized political power and the establishment of modern institutions. This model influenced the
Pahlavi state's efforts to consolidate power and modernize Iran by implementing policies that undermined
traditional tribal structures (Vincent, 2002; Weber, 1946).

Methodology

This research employs a descriptive and historical analysis method to explore the implementation
and impact of the Takht-e Qapu policy. By examining historical documents, government records, and
previous studies on the Pahlavi era's state-building efforts, the study provides a comprehensive
understanding of the motivations behind the forced sedentarization policy and its effects on Kurdish tribes.
The approach also involves analyzing the broader socio-political context of Iran during the early 20th
century, particularly the influence of nationalist and modernist ideologies on state policies.

Findings

The implementation of the Takht-e Qapu policy had significant impacts on both the Kurdish tribes
and the central government's state-building efforts. The policy aimed to dismantle tribal autonomy and
integrate nomads into a sedentary lifestyle, thereby facilitating greater control by the central government.
However, the violent methods used to enforce this policy often led to increased resistance and resentment
among the tribes. This duality highlights the complex nature of state-building in Iran, where efforts to
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centralize power often conflicted with deeply rooted social and cultural structures (Cronin, 2008; Entekhabi,
2018; Ghorbanpour Dashtaki, 2020).

Conclusion

The early Pahlavi government's policy of forced sedentarization was a crucial aspect of its broader
state-building strategy. While it succeeded in reducing tribal power and establishing a more centralized
state, it also faced significant challenges and resistance. The violent suppression of nomadic tribes not
only undermined the legitimacy of the central government but also highlighted the difficulties of
implementing modernist policies in a traditional and diverse society. The study underscores the
importance of considering local contexts and the potential unintended consequences of state policies in
historical state-building efforts.
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