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The Hazara tribe of Badghis is one of the important sub-branches of the large
Charaweemak tribe of Khorasan, which played a significant role in the regional
power dynamics over a vast area in Greater Khorasan and along the borders of
Central Asia. This research examines the role of Hazara leaders from the rise
of Nader Shah to the events that followed his death. It explores the presence of
Darvish Ali Khan Hazara in power dynamics in the western part of present-day
Afghanistan and the Herat region, the presence of Bonyad Khan Hazara in
power dynamics and his confrontation with Shoja-ol-Saltaneh, as well as his
alliance with Fateh Khan Afghan. Additionally, the role of Shir Mohammad
Khan Nezam-od-Dowleh in the political issues of the time, which led to
tensions between him and Asaf-od-Dowleh Qajar, is examined. The activities
of the successors of Karimdad Khan and their relations with the Alikozai ruler
of Herat, confrontations with the Turkmens, the rivalry between the Qarai and
the Hazara, the presence of Hazara forces in the conflicts in northern Khorasan
alongside the central government, and their participation with the
Constitutionalists of Khorasan and the Provincial Council of Khorasan are also
analyzed. The findings revealed that the Charaweemak Hazara tribe, Badghis
branch, played a significant role in local and regional power dynamics from
the time of Nader Shah’s reign, throughout the Qajar dynasty, and up to the
Constitutional Revolution, alongside other local tribes of Western Khorasan,
Northwestern Afghanistan, and the Central Asian Khanates in the region's
power equations.

Keywords: Charaweemak Hazara, Darvish Ali Khan, Constitutionalism,
Power Dynamics.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

The Charaweemak Hazara, a sub-branch of the Hazara tribe, has played a pivotal role in shaping
the power dynamics in Greater Khorasan and neighboring regions from the rise of Nader Shah in the 18th
century to the Constitutional Revolution. This study investigates the political, military, and tribal
engagements of the Hazara leaders in the Badghis region, detailing their influence over centuries of Iranian
and Afghan history.

In the 18th century, as Nader Shah sought to consolidate his empire, the Hazara tribe, including
the Charaweemak Hazara branch, became involved in numerous military campaigns. The rise of Nader
Shah catalyzed significant political alliances and conflicts among regional tribes, including the Hazaras,
Turkmens, and Qarai. Some sources suggest that the involvement of Hazara leaders, such as Darvish Ali
Khan, in local power dynamics was shaped by strategic decisions to ally with powerful forces (Estarabadi,
1998). By aligning with or resisting dominant rulers, the Charaweemak Hazara leaders maneuvered
through the volatile political landscape of the time.

In the 19th century, during the Qajar dynasty, the Charaweemak Hazara's political significance
grew, particularly in western Afghanistan and Khorasan. One of the most prominent Hazara leaders of the
period, Bonyad Khan Hazara, confronted local rulers like Shoja-ol-Saltaneh, forming temporary alliances
with Afghan leaders such as Fateh Khan (YYazdani, 1993). These alliances were tactical, reflecting the tribe's
fluid loyalty based on shifting power dynamics. The political influence of Shir Mohammad Khan Nezam-
od-Dowleh, another Hazara leader, brought the tribe into direct conflict with Asaf-od-Dowleh Qajar,
highlighting the complex relationships between local rulers and the central government (Marvi, 2019).

Throughout the late Qajar period, the tribe continued to play a role in regional conflicts. Hazara
forces were involved in the Constitutional Revolution in Khorasan, aligning with constitutionalists against
both local and foreign threats. This engagement demonstrated the tribe's commitment to shaping the future
of the region, not just as a tribal power but as an entity invested in broader political movements (Sistani,
1989).

Moreover, the geopolitical importance of the Hazara tribe extended beyond Iran, as they engaged
in skirmishes and alliances with Central Asian khanates. These interactions were crucial for maintaining
a balance of power in the region. The Hazara tribe’s involvement in these broader conflicts shows their
ability to influence not only local governance but also regional diplomacy and warfare (Najafzadeh, 2013).
The research underscores how local tribes like the Charaweemak Hazara navigated the overlapping
interests of regional powers, from the Afghan rulers to the Qajar government, and how these interactions
shaped the geopolitical landscape of the time.

The findings of this study indicate that the Charaweemak Hazara tribe's influence persisted
throughout the reign of Nader Shah, the Qajar dynasty, and into the Constitutional Revolution. Their
engagements in local and regional power dynamics, including military alliances and confrontations with
other tribes, exemplify their significant role in shaping the course of history in western Khorasan,
northwestern Afghanistan, and the Central Asian khanates (Marashi Safavi, 1983).

In conclusion, the Charaweemak Hazara tribe's historical legacy is marked by their active
participation in regional power struggles and their shifting alliances with various ruling factions. Their
contributions to the Constitutional Revolution, in particular, highlight the tribe’s evolving role in the
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political landscape, transitioning from local tribal leaders to participants in a broader national movement.
This study reveals the complexities of tribal politics in the region and the lasting impact of the
Charaweemak Hazara on the power dynamics of Greater Khorasan and beyond.
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