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CrossMark

One of the key aspects of reviving cultural and social identity is paying attention
to the visual identity of environmental graphics and the furniture of human
habitats, which reflects human behavior and actions. In this context, greater
attention to the native spaces of historic squares, as symbols of the culture and
civilization of a region or a nation, appears necessary. The aim of this research is
to examine the factors influencing the spatial identity of the historic Mashqg Square
(National Garden) in Tehran. The research methodology is descriptive-analytical
and interpretative, and it falls under the category of qualitative research. Given the
relationship between humans and the environment, and the events that occur in the
environment such as public spaces in the city, a qualitative interpretative method
was used, which was conducted in four stages: 1) Explanation and formulation of
the research problem, 2) Explanation of the theoretical framework of the research,
3) Operationalization of data and findings, and 4) Interpretation and analysis of the
spatial identity of Mashq Square in Tehran with an environmental graphic design
approach. The findings showed that in seating areas, which serve as places for rest
and pause, the readability of environmental graphics, in terms of details and
proportions, is more effective. The urban furniture in Mashg Square, in terms of
the use of materials that are harmonious with the environment and durable, the
application of vibrant and attractive colors, the provision of security, and the
placement of statues within the square, along with urban elements in the square,
all based on field studies, are in a very favorable condition in Mashg Square,
Tehran. All these interrelated factors contribute to creating a sense of place, spatial
identity, and vitality in the square.

Keywords: Spatial Identity, Environmental Graphics, Urban Space, Mashq
Square, Tehran.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

Understanding and preserving the cultural and spatial identity of historic urban spaces is essential
for maintaining the continuity of a city's cultural heritage. The study examines Mashqg Square in Tehran,
a significant historical site, through the lens of environmental graphic design. The research posits that
environmental graphics, including urban furniture and visual elements, play a crucial role in shaping and
enhancing the spatial identity of such historic areas. This approach is grounded in the belief that graphic
design elements can communicate cultural values and historical significance, thereby reinforcing a sense
of place (Turabi & Soudager, 2014).

Methodology

The research adopts a descriptive-analytical and interpretative methodology, categorizing it as
qualitative research. Given the relationship between humans and their environments, particularly in public
urban spaces, a qualitative interpretative method was deemed most suitable. The research was conducted
in four stages: formulation of the research problem, development of the theoretical framework,
operationalization of data and findings, and finally, the interpretation and analysis of Mashq Square's
spatial identity using an environmental graphic design approach. The research heavily relies on field
studies and theoretical insights to assess how urban furniture and graphic elements contribute to the
square's identity.

Findings and Analysis

The findings reveal that the design and placement of environmental graphics, including seating
areas, significantly affect the readability and interpretation of the square's spatial identity. Urban furniture
in Mashq Square is particularly effective in this regard due to the use of materials that harmonize with the
environment, the application of vibrant and attractive colors, and the strategic placement of statues and
other urban elements. These factors collectively contribute to creating a sense of place, spatial identity,
and vitality in Mashqg Square (Aghajani, 2020).

The study also highlights the importance of maintaining and enhancing these design elements to
preserve the square's historical significance. The use of durable materials and thoughtful design not only
enhances the aesthetic appeal of the space but also ensures its longevity as a cultural landmark. The
research suggests that such considerations are vital for the ongoing preservation and revitalization of
historic urban spaces (Liu et al., 2023).

Discussion

The role of environmental graphics in shaping spatial identity extends beyond mere aesthetics. As
discussed in the research, these graphic elements serve as a bridge between the past and present, allowing
contemporary urban spaces to reflect their historical roots while adapting to modern needs. This dual
function is particularly evident in Mashq Square, where the integration of historical symbols with modern
design elements creates a dynamic and engaging public space (Timourian et al., 2021).

Moreover, the study emphasizes the need for a comprehensive approach to urban design that

considers both the physical and symbolic aspects of environmental graphics. This approach ensures that
urban spaces like Mashqg Square not only function effectively as public spaces but also resonate with the
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cultural and historical narratives they represent. The research underscores the potential of environmental
graphics to enhance public awareness and appreciation of cultural heritage (Hananto et al., 2022).

Conclusion

In conclusion, the study provides valuable insights into the factors influencing the spatial identity
of Mashqg Square from an environmental graphic design perspective. The research highlights the critical
role that urban furniture and graphic elements play in preserving and enhancing the cultural and historical
identity of urban spaces. By focusing on Mashq Square, the study offers a model for how other historic
urban spaces can be revitalized through thoughtful and context-sensitive design interventions. The
findings have broader implications for urban planning and design, particularly in cities with rich cultural
heritages.
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