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The present study was conducted with the aim of providing a political
marketing model in the presidential elections of the Islamic Republic of Iran.
The research method used was qualitative and based on the grounded theory
strategy. For data collection, in-depth interview tools were utilized. The target
population consisted of academic experts, senior managers, and experts in
political fields who were involved in the processes and decisions of political
marketing. Through purposive sampling, theoretical saturation was achieved
after 15 in-depth interviews. In the grounded theory approach, this research
went through three stages of open, axial, and selective coding, resulting in 22
general categories and 105 subcategories, organized into a paradigm that
includes causal conditions, contextual factors, intervening conditions, central
categories, strategies, and outcomes. The results indicated that political
marketing in the presidential elections of the Islamic Republic of Iran is
realized through causal conditions (political structure, individual factors,
ideological factors, and laws and policies), contextual factors (identifying
competitors, understanding the political situation, identifying groups and
political segmentation, and ranking the electoral domains), intervening
conditions (technological changes, media framing, and international
pressures), central categories (political awareness, effective marketing and
advertising, and understanding the needs of the voting market), strategies
(value creation for voters, designing appropriate products aligned with the
main demands of the voting market, continuous environmental monitoring, and
optimal networking in elections), and outcomes (shaping a new paradigm of
political marketing, branding, and the development of political discourse in
elections).
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

The relevance of political marketing in shaping electoral outcomes cannot be overstated,
particularly in systems where voter behavior is heavily influenced by socio-political factors. According to
Bashiriyeh (2004), modern democracies, although widespread, often struggle with declining public
participation, a trend that can be mitigated through effective political marketing strategies that engage and
mobilize voters (Bashiriyeh, 2004). This study identifies critical causal conditions such as the political
structure, individual and ideological factors, and the influence of laws and policies, all of which contribute
to the framework within which political marketing operates in Iran.

In exploring the contextual factors that affect political marketing, the study highlights the
importance of understanding the competitive landscape, the political environment, and voter
segmentation. Liz-Marchant (2014) discusses how the complexities of modern political arenas, marked
by sophisticated voter behaviors and diverse political ideologies, necessitate a strategic approach to
political marketing that is responsive to these variables (Liz-Marchant, 2014). The authors of the study
underscore the need for targeted marketing strategies that resonate with distinct voter segments, thereby
enhancing the overall effectiveness of political campaigns.

Intervening conditions, such as technological advancements, media framing, and international
pressures, also play a crucial role in the success of political marketing efforts. Zarepour (2018) emphasizes
the transformative impact of media and technology on political communication, noting that the strategic
use of these tools can significantly amplify a campaign's reach and influence (Zarepour & Taki, 2018). The
study suggests that political marketers in Iran must be adept at navigating these conditions to optimize
their campaigns. For instance, leveraging social media platforms effectively can help political campaigns
engage with younger voters who are increasingly active online.

The strategies identified in the study for successful political marketing include value creation for
voters, designing political messages that align with voter demands, continuous monitoring of the political
environment, and optimal networking during elections. Sidi (2012) posits that successful political
marketing hinges on the ability to create compelling narratives that resonate with voters' values and
aspirations, thereby fostering a strong emotional connection between the candidate and the electorate (Sidi
& Taherkhani, 2012). The authors of the study advocate for a strategic approach that integrates these
elements, ensuring that political campaigns are not only persuasive but also reflective of the voters' needs
and concerns.

The outcomes of effective political marketing, as identified in the study, include the development
of new political marketing paradigms, the establishment of strong political brands, and the expansion of
political discourse during elections. Kafashpour (2007) discusses the role of political marketing in
enhancing the visibility and appeal of political candidates, noting that well-executed marketing campaigns
can significantly alter the political landscape by introducing new narratives and reshaping voter
perceptions (Kafashpour et al., 2007). The study concludes that by adopting a holistic approach that
considers causal, contextual, and intervening factors, political campaigns in Iran can achieve greater
success and contribute to the evolution of a more dynamic and engaged political system.
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In conclusion, this study offers a comprehensive model for understanding and implementing
political marketing in the context of Iran's presidential elections. The grounded theory approach provides
valuable insights into the complex interplay of factors that influence political marketing, offering practical
recommendations for enhancing the effectiveness of political campaigns. The findings underscore the
importance of a strategic, data-driven approach to political marketing, one that is attuned to the unique
political, social, and cultural dynamics of the Iranian context. As the study suggests, by adopting such an
approach, political marketers can not only achieve electoral success but also contribute to the development
of a more robust and engaged democratic process in Iran.
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