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Today, within the scope of protective victimology, we are witnessing the
specialization of supports aimed at victims, such that vulnerable victims, as a
particular spectrum of victims who deserve assistance and support appropriate
to their wvulnerability, have garnered specific attention in protective
victimology. Therefore, it can be said that disabled victims, as a type of
vulnerable victims, have special conditions. This is because their disability not
only provides a suitable context for them to be at risk of victimization and
creates a suitable readiness for the commission of crime by the offender, but
also with the occurrence of victimization, they suffer an additional type of harm
by experiencing victimization. The findings of this article indicate that in the
Iranian legal system, various situational, social, and participatory prevention
measures for the victimization of disabled individuals are included in different
laws. The data and information have been examined using library and field
methods, followed by their description and analysis.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

In recent years, the specialization of supports aimed at victims within protective victimology has
become increasingly significant. Vulnerable victims, such as physically and mentally disabled individuals,
warrant specific assistance due to their heightened susceptibility to victimization. This paper explores the
preventive measures within the Iranian criminal policy framework to protect disabled individuals from
victimization. This study employs a combination of library and field methods to analyze the situational,
social, and participatory preventive measures embedded in various Iranian laws.

Disabled individuals are particularly vulnerable to victimization due to their disabilities, which not
only increase their risk of being targeted but also exacerbate the harm they suffer upon being victimized.
This dual-layered vulnerability necessitates tailored preventive measures. The Iranian legal system
incorporates several strategies aimed at preventing the victimization of disabled individuals, reflecting a
comprehensive approach that spans situational, social, and participatory prevention. Situational prevention

focuses on modifying the environment to reduce opportunities for crime. This includes measures such as
increasing surveillance, improving lighting in public spaces, and designing environments that deter
criminal activities (Najafi Abrandabadi, 2002). For instance, ensuring that public spaces are well-lit and
equipped with surveillance cameras can significantly reduce the likelihood of crimes against disabled
individuals. Additionally, designing accessible facilities that minimize isolation can further protect these
vulnerable individuals.

Social prevention involves addressing the broader social factors that contribute to victimization.
This encompasses educational campaigns aimed at raising public awareness about the rights and needs of
disabled individuals and promoting social inclusion (Gessen, 2022). Such initiatives can help reduce
societal stigma and discrimination, which are often underlying causes of victimization. Education and
awareness programs in schools and communities can foster a more inclusive society that values and
protects its vulnerable members.

Participatory prevention emphasizes the active involvement of disabled individuals and their
communities in the development and implementation of preventive measures. This approach recognizes
the importance of empowering disabled individuals to take part in their own protection and advocacy
(Tabatabaei et al., 2013). Encouraging the formation of support networks and advocacy groups can enhance
the resilience of disabled individuals and provide them with a platform to voice their concerns and needs.

Despite these measures, the judicial response to crimes against disabled individuals in Iran has
been inconsistent. There is often a lack of differential treatment in judicial proceedings, which fails to
account for the unique vulnerabilities of disabled victims (Jafari Langroudi, 2019). This highlights the need
for judicial reforms that incorporate a more nuanced understanding of victimization among disabled
individuals. Ensuring that judicial processes are accessible and sensitive to the needs of disabled victims
is crucial for effective justice delivery.

Moreover, legislative measures specifically targeting crimes against disabled individuals are
essential. These include laws that criminalize discriminatory practices and provide harsher penalties for
crimes committed against disabled persons (Dadban & Aghaei, 2008). Such legislative frameworks can
serve as a deterrent to potential offenders and demonstrate a societal commitment to protecting its most
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vulnerable members. The enforcement of these laws, coupled with effective judicial processes, can
significantly enhance the protection of disabled individuals.

In conclusion, the prevention of victimization among disabled individuals in Iran requires a
multifaceted approach that combines situational, social, and participatory measures. While the existing
legal framework provides a foundation, there is a need for continuous improvement in judicial responses
and legislative measures. By fostering a more inclusive society through education, empowerment, and
legal reforms, Iran can better protect its disabled population from victimization and ensure their rights and
dignity are upheld. This study underscores the importance of a comprehensive and integrated approach to
victimization prevention, highlighting the critical role of protective victimology in safeguarding
vulnerable populations.
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