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This study aims to explain the position of economy and society in modern
political theology. Classical sociological theories, each from a different
perspective, elucidate a kind of secular philosophy of history that is
intrinsically linked to the modern era, with the goal of worldly progress and
development. Therefore, the core of this secular philosophy of history is the
idea of worldly progress. According to the logic of modernity, as classical
sociological theories suggest, modern secularism, meaning the elimination of
the role of theology in explaining social matters, is the only path to achieving
progress and development in its modern sense. On the other hand, adherence
to theological explanations of society is the most significant obstacle to
progress and development. In other words, the modern perspective in the West
has fundamentally formed by eliminating and sidelining the theological view
of society and its manifestations in social life. This research is theoretical in
nature and has been conducted using a descriptive-analytical method. The main
guestion it seeks to answer is: What is the position of economy and society in
modern political theology? Modernity has an economic foundation related to
the increase of financial resources, rational spirit, and work discipline, leading
to a capitalist system. In the political domain, the discussion centers on human
self-determination, which in the West started from the process of nation-states,
moved to civil society, and later to the democratic system.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

Political theology is a contentious field within political thought, drawing the attention of
philosophers, theologians, politicians, political scientists, sociologists, and legal scholars. Modern
political theology, characterized by humanism and individualism, shifts focus from God to the self,
promoting pleasure, self-indulgence, and autonomy. This paradigm recognizes various freedoms such as
assembly, belief, political participation, and thought.

Modern Political Theology and Society

Humanism in modern political theology advocates for governmental neutrality regarding the
concept of a good life, asserting that state decisions should remain independent of specific values about
what makes life valuable. Economically, individualism and humanism view ownership as encompassing
all legally acquired possessions, legitimizing property accumulation and production means as expressions
of human pursuit of happiness. In terms of epistemology, knowledge is interpreted uniquely, with
individual experiences forming the basis of understanding.

Secularization of Religion

Modern political theology promotes the secularization of religion, treating faith and religious
practices as personal rather than societal matters. This perspective emphasizes religious tolerance,
freedom, and human independence, advocating that no one should face social or human rights deprivation
due to their religion. The emphasis is on individual freedom, acknowledging the individual's right to
religious belief and practice without societal interference.

Human-Centric Approach in Modern Political Theology

Human beings, as complex entities, require extensive understanding, influenced continually by
their surroundings. The inherent differences among individuals create diverse personalities, complicating
human understanding. The human drive for perfection spurs fundamental societal changes, challenging
established assumptions and beliefs. Political theology in modern contexts explores the interplay of
religious and political spheres, emphasizing the centrality of human experience in philosophical discourse.

The Role of Political Theology in Social Transformation

Political theology intertwines with politics, historically shaping and being shaped by power
dynamics. This reciprocal influence underscores political theology as both a religious and political
framework, aiming for a unified approach to power and sanctity (Schmidt, 2013). Modern thinkers like
Carl Schmitt and Leo Strauss debate the secularization of political concepts, with Schmitt viewing modern
political concepts as secularized theological notions, while Strauss argues for a complete separation
between political and theological spheres (Heinrich, 2006).

Economic Foundations of Modernity

Modernity, rooted in economic principles, emphasizes financial resource growth, rational spirit,
and work discipline, culminating in capitalism. Politically, it advocates for human self-determination,
evolving from nation-states to civil society and democracy. This economic and political framework marks
a departure from theological explanations, positioning secularism as essential for progress and
development.

Conclusion



Ghazaghi et al. Journal of Social-Political Studies of Iran’s Culture and History 3:2 (2024) 107-119

In conclusion, the study of modern political theology reveals a paradigm shift towards humanism
and individualism, advocating for personal freedom and secularism. The interplay of economic, political,
and theological elements highlights the transformative impact of modernity on society, emphasizing the
centrality of human experience in shaping political and religious thought.
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