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CrossMark

In today's world, changes resulting from new technologies have significantly impacted
human life and the learning processes of students, seriously challenging traditional
methods of education. It has only been a few decades since the term “educational
technology” has found its place in the global educational culture. Educational
technology encompasses the systematic design, implementation, and evaluation of the
entire learning and teaching process based on specific objectives and research
outcomes in human learning, communication, and the use of a combination of human
and non-human resources to create more effective education. Thus, we are faced with
the study and ethical practice through the creation, application, and management of
appropriate technological resources and processes to facilitate learning and improve
performance. In this regard, the fundamental issue of education from the perspective
of social sciences is extremely significant. This issue, particularly in the legal and
especially human rights approach, asserts itself as a universal right. As a human right,
education is a universal right for all humans. This right also serves as a means to
achieve other human rights and a tool for social and economic empowerment. The
fundamental issue of education on one hand and educational content on the other are
significant topics of the world's educational systems, which, along with teaching tools
and methods, collectively strive to prepare generations for the acceptance of global and
local cultures. By accepting the right to education and emphasizing socialization, it is
the duty of democratic governments to embed the teachings of democracy and rights
into new generations. In fact, democratic principles and traditions must be taught so
that people become aware of and appreciate their opportunities and responsibilities as
free citizens. Teaching democracy is not limited to traditional knowledge learning but
should be promoted through other means as well. Today, the term "educational
technology" carries a progressive and evolved concept, and its scope of utilization is
not merely confined to the use of educational materials and tools; it embodies a broader
and more modern concept. Today, to clarify educational matters, diversify the means
of the teaching process, and elucidate lesson content, the use of educational aids by
teachers is inevitable.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

In today's rapidly evolving world, the advent of new technologies has profoundly impacted human
life, particularly in the realm of education. Traditional educational methods are increasingly being
challenged by innovative technological approaches. The concept of "educational technology"” has only
been integrated into global educational culture in recent decades, fundamentally altering the design,
implementation, and evaluation of learning processes based on targeted objectives and research outcomes.
This paper explores the role and impact of educational technology in teaching the foundations of
democracy from a human rights perspective.

Educational Technology and Its Evolution

Educational technology encompasses a systematic approach to designing, implementing, and
evaluating the entire teaching and learning process. It combines human and non-human resources to create
more effective educational experiences. Initially, educational technology was limited to using audiovisual
aids to enhance traditional teaching methods. However, contemporary educational technology embodies
a broader and more modern concept that extends beyond mere tools and materials (Saadati et al., 2014).
This evolution reflects a shift from using technology to supplement traditional education to leveraging it
to transform educational paradigms fundamentally.

The Right to Education as a Human Right

Education is a universal human right, instrumental in achieving other human rights and fostering
social and economic empowerment. The right to education is enshrined in various international human
rights documents, such as the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the International Covenant on
Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights ("International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights," ;
"Universal Declaration of Human Rights,"). Democracies are tasked with embedding democratic principles
and human rights into educational curricula to prepare new generations to appreciate their opportunities
and responsibilities as free citizens. This foundational education must extend beyond traditional
knowledge acquisition to encompass broader educational methodologies.

Teaching Democracy through Educational Technology

Teaching democracy involves not only imparting knowledge but also fostering a culture of
democratic participation and human rights awareness. Educational technology plays a crucial role in this
endeavor by making the educational process more engaging and effective. It facilitates the clarification of
educational matters, diversifies teaching methods, and elucidates lesson content, making the use of
educational aids by teachers inevitable (Moafagian, 2013). By incorporating technology, educators can
create interactive and immersive learning environments that encourage students to actively participate in
their learning processes.

Impact on Learning Outcomes

The integration of educational technology in teaching the foundations of democracy has been
shown to significantly enhance learning outcomes. Technology provides students with access to a wealth
of information and resources, enabling them to engage with lesson content more deeply and meaningfully.
For instance, smart schools and global classrooms allow students to connect with peers and educators
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worldwide, fostering a global perspective on democratic principles and human rights (Niroomandi &
Bakhtavari, 2011). Moreover, technology supports differentiated instruction, catering to diverse learning
styles and needs, thus promoting inclusivity and equity in education.

Challenges and Future Directions

Despite its benefits, the adoption of educational technology also presents challenges, including the
need for adequate infrastructure, teacher training, and addressing the digital divide. Ensuring equitable
access to technology is crucial for realizing its full potential in education. Future research should focus on
developing strategies to overcome these challenges and maximize the benefits of educational technology
in teaching democracy and human rights. Additionally, continuous evaluation and adaptation of
technological tools and methods will be necessary to keep pace with the evolving educational landscape
(Pakdaman et al.).

Conclusion

Educational technology holds immense potential for transforming the teaching of democracy and
human rights. By fostering interactive and engaging learning environments, technology can help students
understand and appreciate democratic principles and human rights more profoundly. However, to fully
realize this potential, it is essential to address the challenges associated with technology integration and
ensure equitable access for all students. As educational technology continues to evolve, it will play an
increasingly vital role in shaping the future of education and democracy.

In conclusion, the strategic use of educational technology can significantly enhance the teaching
of democratic principles and human rights, preparing students to become informed and responsible
citizens. By embracing these technological advancements, educational systems can better equip future
generations to participate in and contribute to democratic societies.
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