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The concept of the right to development as an anti-hegemonic discourse refers
to the right of access to and the development of new technologies for
developing countries, including Iran. This right is crucial for developing
countries like Iran due to the disparities in technology and economy between
developed and developing nations. This right, as an anti-hegemonic discourse,
is a subject of debate and contention because developed countries, as the
owners of new technologies, seek to maintain their hegemony. This article aims
to identify this right and discuss the discourse of the right to development as
an anti-hegemonic discourse. The present study was conducted using a
descriptive-analytical method. In fact, the right to social development as an
anti-hegemonic discourse has been proposed by developing countries in their
pursuit of access to new technologies to maintain their independence and self-
sufficiency. Meanwhile, developed countries, by ignoring this right in various
ways, have sought to exert or maintain their hegemony, and the role of
organizations that are responsible for blocking this right through various
mechanisms has become more prominent. The legalization of third-world
claims for developmental justice, the protest against global structural
arrangements as human rights claims, and the subsequent integration of human
rights principles with development concepts reflected in the normative
framework of the right to development are the final examples of the anti-
hegemonic discourse of the right to development.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

In contemporary international relations, the concept of the right to development has emerged as a
critical anti-hegemonic discourse, particularly relevant to the developing nations, including Iran. This
discourse centers on the right of access to and the development of new technologies, which is essential for
bridging the technological and economic disparities between developed and developing countries.
Developed countries, possessing advanced technologies, often attempt to maintain their hegemony by
restricting access to these technologies. The present study aims to explore and establish the right to social
development within this anti-hegemonic framework, advocating for the autonomy and self-sufficiency of
developing countries through equitable access to technology.

Theoretical Framework and Methodology

The study employs a descriptive-analytical method to delve into the right to development as an
anti-hegemonic discourse. It highlights the concerted efforts by developing nations to gain legal
recognition of their claims to developmental justice. This involves protesting against the global structural
arrangements and integrating human rights principles with development concepts, thereby creating a
normative framework for the right to development. This framework challenges the hegemonic practices
of developed countries that often seek to dominate the technological and economic landscape.

Concept of Anti-Hegemonic Discourse

The notion of hegemony, derived from the Greek term for leadership, denotes a situation where a
country holds superior political, military, and economic power over others. This concept has been integral
to international relations theories since the early 20th century, particularly within Marxist and post-
colonial frameworks. The right to development stands as a distinctive anti-hegemonic right, emphasizing
operational links between development and human rights. This right challenges the conventional liberal
tradition of limiting sovereignty and aims to ensure welfare beyond mere subsistence (Joladari, 2016;
Karami, 2005).

Historical Context and Bandung Conference Influence

The Bandung Conference of 1955 significantly influenced the emergence of the right to
development, marking the beginning of a post-colonial push for distributive justice. This conference
catalyzed the formation of various international declarations and frameworks advocating for the
sovereignty of developing nations over their resources and economic policies. It set a precedent for
integrating human rights with developmental goals, thereby laying the groundwork for future anti-
hegemonic discourses in international law (Okafor, 2017).

The Role of International Organizations

International organizations, particularly those associated with the United Nations, have played
pivotal roles in both supporting and obstructing the right to development. The structural and policy biases
within these organizations often reflect the interests of powerful nations, thereby perpetuating inequalities.
However, efforts by developing nations to assert their rights have led to significant debates and legal
advancements in international economic law. The challenge remains in effectively implementing these
rights amidst the complex dynamics of global politics and economic interests (Salomon, 2008; Uvin, 2007).
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Conclusion
The right to social development as an anti-hegemonic discourse underscores the struggle of

developing nations against the structural injustices embedded in the global economic system. It calls for
a reevaluation of international policies to ensure equitable access to technology and development
resources. Legal recognition of this right is crucial for promoting global justice and reducing disparities
between nations. Future efforts must focus on strengthening international cooperation and legal
frameworks to support the development aspirations of all countries, ensuring a balanced and fair global

order.
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