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CrossMark

One of the most crucial mechanisms and tools for achieving the objectives of the
foreign policy of the Islamic Republic of Iran is the formulation and
implementation of effective cultural diplomacy. The importance of this matter
stems from the role of cultural diplomacy in establishing communication with both
elites and the general public. In recent years, the significance and development of
cultural diplomacy have increasingly attracted the attention of policymakers,
officials, agents, and academic circles within the Islamic Republic of Iran. The
values and culture of the Islamic Revolution, characterized by universal features
such as the pursuit of justice, freedom, independence, anti-imperialism, opposition
to oppression, and defense of the oppressed and the downtrodden, aim to establish
order through various tools of cultural diplomacy. These tools include media
diplomacy, scientific, educational, artistic, tourism, religious, and linguistic
diplomacy, leveraging the capacities of various organizations, institutions, and
entities responsible for cultural matters, and utilizing an efficient workforce. The
present study employs a descriptive-analytical method to address the question:
What is the status of the cultural diplomacy of the Islamic Republic of Iran based
on constructivist theory? The findings of the research indicate that, according to
constructivist theory, various levels of threat have emerged in response to the
structural configurations of the Islamic Republic of Iran, thereby creating the
necessary conditions for the production of national security discourse based on soft
power indicators.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

The cultural diplomacy of the Islamic Republic of Iran has become a pivotal component in the
nation's foreign policy, especially in the context of advancing its national interests and ideologies on a
global stage. This study delves into the status of Iran’s cultural diplomacy through the lens of constructivist
theory, which emphasizes the importance of ideational factors, such as identities, norms, and cultures, in
shaping international relations (A. Ahadi, 2009). The core premise of constructivism is that the reality of
international politics is socially constructed, which aligns well with Iran's strategy of leveraging its cultural
and ideological values in its diplomatic efforts. This paper aims to analyze the effectiveness and challenges
of Iran's cultural diplomacy in establishing its influence and securing its national interests in the face of
global and regional dynamics.

Theoretical Framework

Constructivist theory provides a suitable framework for analyzing the cultural diplomacy of Iran,
as it highlights the role of ideational factors in the formation and execution of foreign policy. According
to this theory, state actions are not merely driven by material interests but are deeply influenced by the
identities and norms that are prevalent within the international system. For Iran, these identities and norms
are rooted in the Islamic Revolution's values, such as justice, independence, anti-imperialism, and support
for the oppressed. By using cultural diplomacy, Iran seeks to project these values onto the global stage,
thereby challenging the prevailing Western-centric norms and creating a space for alternative discourses
(Salehi Amiri, 2008). The application of constructivism to this study allows for a nuanced understanding of
how Iran's cultural diplomacy operates within a complex international environment, where power is not
just about military might or economic strength but also about the ability to shape the ideational context in
which global interactions occur.

Methodology

This research employs a descriptive-analytical approach to assess the status of Iran's cultural
diplomacy. The study is grounded in a comprehensive review of literature and case studies, focusing on
Iran's use of various cultural diplomacy tools, including media, education, religion, and language. The
constructivist framework is applied to interpret the findings, with a particular focus on how Iran's cultural
diplomacy aligns with or diverges from the established norms in international relations. The study also
explores the reactions of other states and international actors to Iran's cultural initiatives, thereby providing
a holistic view of the effectiveness and limitations of Iran's cultural diplomacy.

Findings

The findings indicate that Iran's cultural diplomacy, when analyzed through the constructivist lens,
presents a complex picture. On the one hand, Iran has been successful in creating a counter-narrative to
the dominant Western discourse, particularly in regions with significant Muslim populations. This success
is attributed to Iran’s ability to resonate with local identities and grievances, thereby positioning itself as
a champion of justice and anti-imperialism (Mohammadi, 2008). However, the study also reveals significant
challenges, particularly in terms of the resistance from Western powers and regional rivals, who perceive
Iran's cultural diplomacy as a threat to their own interests and influence (A. Ahadi, 2009). This resistance
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has led to the securitization of Iran's cultural activities, where cultural diplomacy is viewed not just as a
soft power tool but also as a potential source of instability.

Discussion

The effectiveness of Iran's cultural diplomacy is contingent upon its ability to navigate the complex
interplay of identities, norms, and power relations in the international system. While Iran has made
significant strides in promoting its cultural values, its efforts are often met with countermeasures from
states that view Iran's influence as destabilizing. This dynamic is particularly evident in the Middle East,
where Iran's cultural diplomacy has contributed to both alliances and conflicts, depending on the
ideological alignment of the actors involved (Salehi Amiri, 2008). The constructivist analysis underscores
the importance of understanding the social and cultural underpinnings of international relations, as these
factors can significantly influence the outcomes of diplomatic efforts.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the study highlights the dual nature of Iran's cultural diplomacy as both a source of
soft power and a potential trigger for conflict. Through the constructivist lens, it becomes clear that Iran's
cultural diplomacy is not merely about promoting its national interests but also about challenging the
existing international order and creating a new space for alternative discourses. However, the success of
these efforts is dependent on Iran's ability to manage the tensions and resistances that arise from its actions.
The study suggests that a more nuanced and strategic approach, one that is attuned to the complexities of
identity and norm formation in the international system, is necessary for Iran to fully realize the potential
of its cultural diplomacy.
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