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This study examines the impact of security arrangements in West Asian
countries on the national security of the Islamic Republic of Iran from the
perspective of the Copenhagen School. Given lIran's geographical and
geopolitical position, as well as the existing tensions and challenges in the
region, Iran's national security is influenced by military, economic,
environmental, and social threats. The Copenhagen School, with its
comprehensive approach to security, divides this concept into five dimensions:
military, political, economic, social, and environmental, and emphasizes the
importance of regional security in achieving national security. In this research,
the military threats posed by terrorist groups such as ISIS and Al-Qaeda and
their impacts on Iran's national security are addressed. Additionally, the
environmental threats resulting from these groups' activities and their effects
on Iran's water and air resources are examined. Moreover, the economic and
social impacts of regional instability and the efforts of extra-regional powers
to influence and intervene in the domestic affairs of West Asian countries and
Iran are analyzed. The research method of this study is based on descriptive
analyses and the use of library resources. The findings of this study indicate
that Iran's national security is heavily influenced by regional security
developments and that achieving sustainable security requires interaction and
cooperation with regional countries and international organizations. In this
regard, Iran's foreign policy should be based on active diplomacy and
multilateralism, aiming to create sustainable security arrangements and
strengthen regional cooperation. This study provides strategies to enhance
Iran's national security, emphasizing Iran's significant role in regional and
international developments, and offers recommendations for improving
regional relations and reducing tensions.

Keywords: National Security, West Asia, Copenhagen School, Islamic
Republic of lIran, Military Threats, Environmental Threats, Multilateral
Diplomacy
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

The issue of national security in the Middle East, particularly in relation to Iran, has garnered
significant attention due to the region's geopolitical intricacies and the rise of non-state actors like terrorist
organizations. This article explores the multifaceted security threats Iran faces, as viewed through the
Copenhagen School framework, which encompasses military, political, economic, social, and
environmental dimensions. In examining the national security of the Islamic Republic of Iran, it is crucial
to understand how regional security arrangements, particularly in West Asia, shape and influence Iran’s
ability to maintain stability and safety. Regional instability caused by military conflicts, economic
hardships, and environmental crises has forced Iran to re-evaluate its foreign policy and diplomatic
approaches. This paper aims to dissect these dimensions, analyze Iran’s responses, and propose strategies
for enhancing its security in a volatile region.

Regional Security and Iran’s Strategic Position

Iran’s strategic location in West Asia places it at the crossroads of regional conflicts, especially
those involving groups such as ISIS and Al-Qaeda. These groups have not only perpetrated military
aggression but also engaged in actions that have caused environmental degradation and socio-economic
disruption (Buzan & Waver, 2003a, 2003b). As Buzan (1991) notes, security threats are no longer confined
to military actions; they extend into political, economic, and environmental realms. Iran’s foreign policy,
therefore, must adapt to address the non-traditional security threats posed by regional actors (Buzan, 1991).
The Copenhagen School's securitization theory emphasizes that Iran must cooperate with neighboring
countries to ensure mutual security, which is a prerequisite for achieving national stability (Buzan, 2003;
Buzan & Waver, 2003a, 2003b).

Military and Political Dimensions of Security

One of the primary threats to Iran’s national security is the presence of non-state actors like ISIS,
which operates across Irag and Syria. The military activities of such groups directly threaten Iran's borders
and, by extension, its national integrity (Salehi & Moradi Niaz, 2015). The Copenhagen School suggests
that Iran’s military strategy must go beyond conventional defense mechanisms and incorporate
multilateral diplomacy to neutralize these threats (Buzan & Waver, 2003a, 2003b). Iran's foreign policy,
focusing on active diplomacy and regional cooperation, seeks to reduce tensions while securing its
political interests. Buzan (2003) emphasizes that effective diplomacy involves fostering alliances with
neighboring countries, reinforcing the importance of multilateral approaches in achieving comprehensive
security (Buzan, 2003).

Economic and Social Implications

Economic instability in the region, exacerbated by conflicts in neighboring countries, presents
another significant challenge to Iran’s national security. Terrorist groups like ISIS have disrupted trade
routes, leading to a decline in regional economic cooperation, which, in turn, impacts Iran's economy
(Najat, 2015). The economic dimension of the Copenhagen School framework highlights the
interconnectedness of economic stability and national security. In the case of Iran, fostering economic
partnerships with neighboring countries through energy diplomacy, particularly in the oil and gas sectors,




can create mutual dependencies that mitigate the risks posed by economic sanctions or regional instability
(Luttwak, 1990). Furthermore, social unrest caused by economic hardships has the potential to escalate into
widespread internal conflicts, which must be addressed through social security policies that align with
broader regional stability efforts (Ebrahimi, 2015).

Environmental Security Concerns

The environmental threats posed by the activities of terrorist organizations are often overlooked in
discussions of national security. However, environmental degradation, such as the contamination of water
resources by terrorist groups, poses long-term risks to Iran’s environmental security. For instance, the
depletion of shared water sources, such as the Euphrates, due to actions taken by ISIS, has caused severe
environmental stress, including the exacerbation of dust storms in western Iran (Ismailzadeh & Ahmadi,
2016). The Copenhagen School’s emphasis on the environment as a dimension of security illustrates the
need for Iran to collaborate with its neighbors to address transboundary environmental issues. Failure to
secure environmental resources, as argued by Buzan (2003), can lead to conflict over scarce resources,
further destabilizing the region (Buzan, 2003).

Diplomatic and Strategic Recommendations

Given the multidimensional nature of security threats in West Asia, Iran must prioritize diplomacy
in its security strategy. The findings of this study support the notion that regional security can only be
achieved through collaboration and multilateralism. Iran's involvement in regional organizations, such as
the Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO), can serve as a platform for promoting regional security
arrangements. These initiatives align with the Copenhagen School’s view that collective security efforts,
involving military, economic, and environmental cooperation, are crucial for achieving lasting peace and
stability in the region. By strengthening its diplomatic ties with regional powers and engaging in active
conflict resolution, Iran can reduce tensions and contribute to a more stable West Asia.

Conclusion

The national security of the Islamic Republic of Iran is inextricably linked to the security dynamics
of West Asia. As regional conflicts continue to evolve, Iran faces security threats that extend beyond
military concerns, encompassing political, economic, social, and environmental challenges. This research
underscores the importance of adopting a comprehensive approach to national security, one that
incorporates the principles of the Copenhagen School. By engaging in multilateral diplomacy, enhancing
regional cooperation, and addressing the non-traditional security threats posed by economic instability
and environmental degradation, Iran can safeguard its national security while contributing to regional
peace. The Copenhagen School's perspective provides a valuable framework for understanding the
complex security landscape of West Asia and offers practical solutions for strengthening Iran’s role as a
regional stabilizer.
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