Journal Website

Article history:

Received 01 July 2024

Revised 20 August 2024

Accepted 05 September 2024
Published online 22 December 2024

Journal of Social-Political Studies of Iran’s

SP-gloilie

‘yl/l_/{f}ﬁé/f

Culture and History

Volume 3, Issue 4, pp 1-15

Rethinking the Issue of Development in Iran: Development in the Context

of Education

Keramat. Pasandidehkho'®, Sadegh. Zibakalam Mofrad?”

L PhD Student in Political Sociology, Department of Political Science, Faculty of Law, Theology and Political Science, Science and

Research Branch, Islamic Azad University, Tehran, Iran

2 Professor, Department of Political Science, Faculty of Law, Theology and Political Science, University of Tehran, Tehran, Iran

* Corresponding author email address: szibakalam@ut.ac.ir

Article Info

ABSTRACT

Avrticle type:
Original Research

How to cite this article:
Pasandidehkho, K., & Zibakalam
Mofrad, S. (2024). Rethinking the
Issue of Development in Iran:
Development in the Context of
Education. Journal of Social-Political
Studies of Iran’s Culture and History,
3(4), 1-15.

LJo oo

© 2024 the authors. Published by Iran-
Mehr: The Institute for Social Study
and Research. This is an open access
article under the terms of the Creative
Commons Attribution-
NonCommercial 4.0 International (CC
BY-NC 4.0) License.

The significance of education in the development of societies has increasingly
garnered the attention of scholars. This study takes an educational perspective
on development, aiming to elucidate the role and status of education in the
developmental process. It seeks to highlight the various dimensions of
education’s importance in development, as well as its level of influence and
determinacy in this domain. A developed society is shaped by individuals with
developed personalities; in other words, unless there is a transformation in
people’s insights, attitudes, and consequently behaviors, and unless
individuals' actions become rational and logical, efforts to achieve
development in all its dimensions will not yield successful outcomes. The
institution of education can play a pivotal role in this regard. The education
system, by utilizing various factors and applying both direct and indirect
methods, can contribute to the formation of individuals with developed
personalities and the promotion of a developmental culture through
development-oriented education and training. In other words, education can
provide the qualitative transformation necessary for development.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Development is a multifaceted concept, deeply intertwined with the cultural, social, economic, and
political progress of a society. In recent decades, the understanding of development has evolved from
purely economic metrics to a broader, more inclusive framework that emphasizes human capital and
societal transformation (Chankseliani & McCowan, 2021). Iran, like many other developing nations, has
faced unique challenges in aligning its developmental strategies with its educational framework. This
paper explores the critical role of education in driving sustainable development in Iran, proposing that
development cannot be fully realized without a transformation in educational systems and processes.

Historically, development was often measured through quantitative economic indicators, such as
GDP growth, national income, or industrial output (Kopnina, 2020). However, the limitations of these
metrics became evident as scholars began to critique the inadequacy of economic growth in addressing
societal inequalities and human well-being. The rise of the "human development" approach emphasized
that true progress involves improving people's lives, their capacities, and their quality of life. This shift is
particularly relevant in the context of Iran, where significant gaps remain in education and social equity.
Education is not only a mechanism for economic prosperity but also a tool for fostering a development-
oriented mindset among individuals, which is crucial for comprehensive national progress (Zaléniené &
Pereira, 2021).

One of the central arguments of this paper is that a developed society requires developed
personalities. Without a transformation in individuals' worldviews, behaviors, and values, no amount of
infrastructural or economic investment can lead to sustainable development (Madnadar Arani & Sarkar
Arani, 2018). Iran's educational system plays a pivotal role in this transformative process. Through both
direct and indirect methods, educational institutions have the power to shape rational, responsible, and
development-oriented citizens. However, the current state of education in Iran, according to various
scholars, still suffers from a lack of strategic vision and coherence, resulting in a delay in the nation’s
developmental goals (Navabakhsh & Arjmand Siahposh, 2008).

James Heckman’s theory of human capital underscores the importance of early childhood
education in shaping future economic outcomes (Heckman, 2013; Heckman & Kautz, 2013). This concept is
highly applicable in Iran’s context, where addressing educational inequalities, particularly in rural and
disadvantaged areas, is crucial for creating a workforce that can contribute meaningfully to national
development. Heckman’s research suggests that investing in human capital through quality education
leads to long-term societal benefits, including reduced crime rates, lower health care costs, and improved
economic productivity. This is especially important in Iran, where socioeconomic disparities often
exacerbate developmental challenges. By focusing on human development through education, Iran can
build a foundation for sustainable growth and improved social cohesion.

Moreover, education in Iran must go beyond rote memorization and the transmission of static
knowledge. It should foster critical thinking, creativity, and problem-solving skills, all of which are
essential for navigating the complexities of modern economic and social life (Ofeke, 2021). This paper
argues that the educational system in Iran must be reformed to prioritize these skills, which are
increasingly important in a knowledge-based global economy. The current curriculum, heavily focused
on traditional subjects, fails to equip students with the tools they need to thrive in a rapidly changing
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world. A shift towards a more dynamic and interactive educational model is necessary to produce
individuals who can contribute to the nation's developmental goals.

The paper also highlights the need for educational policy reforms that align with Iran's broader
developmental strategies. Development is a multidimensional process that requires a holistic approach,
integrating political, social, and economic factors. In lIran, educational policies have often been
disconnected from national development plans, leading to a mismatch between the skills being taught and
the needs of the labor market (Fatemi Amin & Fuladiyan, 2008). This misalignment not only hinders
economic growth but also exacerbates social inequalities, as those with access to better educational
resources continue to outperform their peers, perpetuating cycles of poverty and underdevelopment.

In conclusion, this paper calls for a comprehensive rethinking of the role of education in Iran's
development strategy. Education is not just a tool for personal advancement; it is the cornerstone of
national progress. By investing in education and ensuring that it is aligned with the nation’s developmental
goals, Iran can create a more equitable and prosperous society. The paper emphasizes that without a
concerted effort to reform educational institutions and policies, the country’s development efforts will
remain incomplete. Development is not merely about economic growth; it is about cultivating a society in
which individuals can thrive, contribute, and realize their full potential (Urzelai & Puig, 2019). This
transformation begins with education, the bedrock upon which all other aspects of development rest.
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