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The architecture of a land such as Iran, with its distinctive shapes, forms, and
designs, has manifested with both similarities and differences in various
periods and regions. This phenomenon is most evident in the embodiment of
the most important religious building after Islam, the mosque, which reflects
the art and architecture of the people. Therefore, examining and analyzing
Iranian mosques from the perspective of architectural structure (form and
function) can reveal the features and distinctions among them, thus
contributing to the development and enhancement of this type of architecture
and, more broadly, to the architecture of contemporary religious buildings. The
aim of this study is to identify the spatial and structural characteristics of these
buildings and to classify the typology of mosques, particularly in the cities of
Sanandaj and Isfahan, in line with the research objectives. This research
employs a descriptive-historical-analytical typology and identifies the criteria
for mosque construction to explain the types, categorize them, and examine
case studies. Field investigations and library studies have also been utilized in
this process. Ultimately, the findings indicate that the iwan-courtyard and
domed types represent the most frequent examples in these regions.
Additionally, the columned iwan, domed chamber, courtyard, and surrounding
corridors are key elements in the architectural structure of mosques in these
areas. Indeed, by focusing on these architectural elements and promoting their
development and expansion in national architecture, the position of mosque
architecture can be significantly enhanced at both national and international
levels. Moreover, these elements can be innovatively incorporated into the
architectural structure of other contemporary buildings.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

The architectural heritage of Iranian mosques holds a significant position in the country’s cultural
and religious landscape, showcasing a blend of historical influences and regional adaptations. This
research delves into the typology of mosque architecture in two distinct Iranian cities—Sanandaj and
Isfahan. These cities represent different cultural, historical, and geographical influences, which manifest
in the architectural structures of their mosques. The study aims to analyze and classify these structures to
understand the patterns that have emerged over time. The importance of this work lies in its contribution
to both the preservation and innovation of mosque architecture, ensuring that future developments respect
and enhance this heritage. Previous research has highlighted the symbolic, social, and practical functions
of mosques in Islamic cities, making their architectural study critical for understanding broader cultural
trends (Behzadfar, 1997; Hillenbrand & Ayatollah Zadeh Shirazi, 2010).

The research employs a descriptive-historical-analytical approach, using both field investigations
and library research to gather data. The typology of the mosques is categorized based on specific
architectural criteria, such as the iwan-courtyard configuration, the presence of domes, and other key
elements like columned iwans, domed chambers, courtyards, and surrounding corridors. This method
provides a comprehensive framework to classify the mosques in Sanandaj and Isfahan, which represent
two different architectural styles rooted in regional and historical contexts. The study draws from both
modern and classical sources to form its analytical base.

The research reveals that two primary typologies dominate mosque architecture in these regions:
the iwan-courtyard and the domed structures. The iwan-courtyard type is characterized by large, open
courtyards surrounded by iwans, which are semi-enclosed vaulted spaces. This style is prevalent in both
cities but particularly prominent in Isfahan, where the integration of courtyards into the urban fabric
reflects historical and cultural values. On the other hand, domed mosques, which often feature a central
domed chamber and smaller surrounding domes, are more common in Sanandaj. The columned iwans and
domed chambers are not just functional spaces but also carry significant symbolic meaning, reflecting the
Islamic emphasis on the union of heaven and earth through architectural form (Zarei & Heydari Babakamal,
2017).

The findings align with earlier studies on Islamic architecture, which emphasize the adaptability
of mosque architecture to local cultural, environmental, and religious needs. The mosques of Sanandaj,
for instance, incorporate local building materials and techniques that are suited to the city's mountainous
geography, while the mosques of Isfahan reflect the city's historical role as a center of Persian architecture.
These differences illustrate how mosque architecture in Iran is not monolithic but varies significantly
across regions, influenced by factors such as climate, local culture, and historical events (Ja'it & Sarvghad
Mogaddam, 1993). The architectural typologies identified in this study could be used to guide future
mosque construction, ensuring that new buildings reflect both traditional values and contemporary needs.

By examining the architectural structures of mosques in Sanandaj and Isfahan, this study provides
valuable insights into the typology of Iranian mosque architecture. The findings underscore the diversity
of mosque structures in Iran, shaped by regional influences and historical evolution. This research
contributes to the broader field of Islamic architecture by offering a detailed classification of mosque types
in contemporary Iran. Furthermore, it highlights the potential for integrating these traditional forms into
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modern architectural practices, which could enhance the cultural and spiritual significance of mosques in
Iran and beyond (Rasouli et al., 2004).

Future research could explore the role of mosque architecture in other Iranian cities, providing a
comparative analysis across different regions. Additionally, studies could investigate how contemporary
architectural innovations could be integrated into mosque design while preserving the symbolic and
functional aspects of traditional structures. The typological framework established in this research could
serve as a basis for such studies, offering a method for analyzing mosque architecture in various contexts.
Finally, the role of mosque architecture in shaping urban landscapes and influencing social and religious
practices warrants further exploration, particularly in the context of modern urbanization and globalization
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