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The implementation of the criminal justice system, particularly by judicial
officers and prosecutors, inherently involves restrictions on individual rights
and freedoms. Actions ranging from prosecution, arrest, interrogation,
notification, investigation, to the execution of judgments directly conflict with
individual and public rights. However, despite the crucial role of judicial
officers in this context, various challenges are observed. This study employs a
descriptive-analytical method to examine the protection of individual rights
during the criminal process by judicial officers. In terms of legislation, the
legislator has not addressed the right to remain silent. Additionally, important
aspects such as informing the accused of the charges and the right to access a
lawyer are not included in Article 63, despite these being among the most
critical defense rights of those in custody. Another existing challenge in this
area is the lack of attention to the training and specialization of judicial officers.
This issue stems from problems such as overlapping tasks, lack of unified
command, and the existence of multiple intelligence centers, which negatively
impact human dignity and the rights of the accused. Solutions to address the
challenges in the exercise of duties and powers by judicial officers include
providing experienced personnel, ensuring access to facilities and equipment,
fostering cooperation and coordination among responsible agencies, and
utilizing the experiences of other countries.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

The enforcement of criminal justice procedures, particularly by judicial officers, involves inherent
tensions between upholding individual rights and ensuring public security. The role of judicial officers is
crucial in this delicate balance, as their actions during the criminal process—from prosecution, arrest, and
interrogation to the execution of judgments—directly impact both individual and public rights. However,
despite their significant role, various challenges complicate the protection of individual rights within this
context. This extended abstract reviews these challenges, focusing on the legislative gaps, training
deficiencies, and operational complexities that judicial officers face, and suggests solutions based on a
comparative analysis of international practices. One of the primary challenges in protecting individual
rights during criminal processes is the inadequacy of current legislation. The right to remain silent, a
fundamental aspect of fair trial standards, is not explicitly addressed by the legislator, leaving a significant
gap in the protection afforded to the accused. Additionally, Article 63, which outlines the rights of
individuals in custody, fails to include essential defense rights such as informing the accused of the charges
against them and ensuring their access to legal representation. These omissions are critical, as they
undermine the accused's ability to mount a proper defense, thereby compromising the fairness of the
judicial process.

Beyond legislative shortcomings, there is also a notable lack of attention to the training and
specialization of judicial officers. Effective protection of individual rights requires that these officers
possess the necessary skills and knowledge to navigate the complexities of criminal investigations and
proceedings. However, current practices reveal significant deficiencies in this area, with overlapping
tasks, a lack of unified command, and the existence of multiple intelligence centers contributing to
inefficiencies and errors. These issues not only impair the effectiveness of judicial operations but also
jeopardize the human dignity and rights of the accused. Without proper training, judicial officers are ill-
equipped to handle the demands of modern criminal justice, particularly in cases involving complex or
organized crimes (Ashuri, 2018).

The operational environment for judicial officers is further complicated by the presence of multiple
agencies with overlapping responsibilities. This fragmentation leads to a lack of coordination, which can
result in violations of individual rights. The absence of a unified command structure exacerbates these
challenges, as different agencies may have conflicting priorities or approaches to handling cases.
Moreover, the existence of multiple intelligence centers creates confusion and hampers the ability of
judicial officers to access the information they need to carry out their duties effectively. This situation not
only undermines the efficiency of criminal investigations but also increases the risk of rights violations,
as the lack of coordination can lead to arbitrary or unlawful actions (Ghasem Pour, 2002).

To address these challenges, it is essential to implement a series of reforms aimed at improving
the training, coordination, and operational capacity of judicial officers. First, there must be a concerted
effort to provide comprehensive training programs that equip judicial officers with the necessary legal and
procedural knowledge. This training should be ongoing, ensuring that officers are kept up-to-date with the
latest developments in criminal law and human rights standards. Second, there needs to be a restructuring
of the command and control systems to eliminate redundancies and improve coordination among the
various agencies involved in criminal justice. This could involve the creation of a centralized body
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responsible for overseeing all criminal investigations, ensuring that all actions taken by judicial officers
are consistent and lawful (Alavi, 2015).

Additionally, it is crucial to learn from the experiences of other countries that have successfully
navigated similar challenges. Comparative analysis of international practices reveals several strategies
that could be adapted to improve the protection of individual rights in the Iranian context. For example,
the use of specialized units within the police force to handle complex cases, as seen in several European
countries, could be an effective way to ensure that judicial officers have the expertise needed to deal with
specific types of crimes. Moreover, the adoption of standardized procedures for the interrogation and
treatment of suspects, including the mandatory presence of legal counsel during questioning, could
significantly reduce the risk of rights violations (Cleary, 2014).

In conclusion, while the current system of criminal justice enforcement in Iran faces significant
challenges, there are clear pathways for reform that can enhance the protection of individual rights without
compromising public security. By addressing legislative gaps, improving training and specialization, and
restructuring operational systems, it is possible to create a more effective and rights-respecting criminal
justice system. These reforms are not only necessary for upholding the rule of law but also for maintaining
public trust in the criminal justice system, which is essential for its long-term effectiveness and legitimacy
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