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In recent decades, the role of tourism in the process of urban development has
increased. The impact of tourism on socio-economic growth motivates the study of
tourism development in the process of urban planning projects. Tourism potentially
plays a significant role in promoting sustainable development, particularly through its
economic and socio-cultural impacts. The positive role of tourism in local development
and cultural heritage should be reinforced through urban planning and urban
development projects. The aim of this study is to explain the attractions and justifying
capacities of tourism’s position in the urban development planning studies system in
the contemporary period in the metropolis of Tabriz. The research method used in this
study is descriptive-analytical and exploratory. The statistical population consists of
urban experts, with a sample size of 30 experts selected through purposive sampling.
A qualitative method was used for data analysis, and the qualitative data were analyzed
using Atlas.ti software. The results of the study showed that the lack of attention to
implementation in planning is a factor that makes projects non-ideal, abstract, and
ultimately unrealistic. One of the fundamental deficiencies in urban development plans
is the separation between the process of preparing the plans and their implementation
process, in such a way that the responsibility for preparing the plans and the
responsibility for implementing them are usually assigned to two different and separate
entities. Based on the results of the present study, it can be concluded that one of the
reasons for the lack of growth in the urban tourism industry is the absence of a link
between urban tourism capacities and potentials and urban development plans. The
results of this study can serve as an empirical basis at the macro level for linking these
two categories and lead to a better redistribution of tourists to secondary tourism
destinations in the country. In this regard, the present article, with a fresh perspective
on urban development plans, seeks to provide a new review of these plans and their
tourism-oriented structure by adding a section called tourism.

Keywords: Tourism, Urban Development Plans, Contemporary Period, Tabriz
Metropolis.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

In recent decades, tourism has increasingly played a significant role in urban development,
contributing to socio-economic growth and cultural heritage preservation through urban planning.
Tourism in contemporary cities, particularly in metropolises like Tabriz, presents both opportunities and
challenges for sustainable development. Urban tourism not only offers economic benefits but also
enhances social and cultural experiences within the city’s spatial framework (Fernandes et al., 2023). This
study investigates the role of tourism in Tabriz’s urban development plans, highlighting how tourism's
potential has been underutilized due to the lack of integration between tourism capacities and urban
planning strategies (Cocola-Gant & Gago, 2021). Despite the rapid growth of urban tourism globally, Iranian
cities, including Tabriz, have struggled to fully capitalize on their tourism potential due to inadequate
planning and insufficient attention to tourism infrastructure in development projects (Farhadi Balghor &
Tavangar, 2022). The research aims to explore these gaps, emphasizing the need for comprehensive
planning that incorporates tourism into the broader urban development agenda (Zarei, 2023).

The study employs a descriptive-analytical and exploratory research design, using qualitative data
collected through semi-structured interviews with 30 urban experts selected via purposive sampling. Data
were analyzed using Atlas.ti software, focusing on identifying key tourism attractions and capacities
within Tabriz’s urban development plans. The analysis reveals that one of the main shortcomings in urban
development projects is the disconnect between the planning and implementation processes, often
managed by separate entities (Al-Reza Amiri et al., 2020). This separation leads to unrealistic and abstract
plans that fail to address the practical needs of urban tourism (Doborjeh et al., 2022). Additionally, the lack
of dedicated tourism-focused sections in urban development plans has hindered the growth of the tourism
industry in Tabriz, despite its rich historical and cultural assets (Fakhimzadeh et al., 2024). The study
underscores the importance of integrating tourism considerations into urban planning to enhance the city’s
attractiveness and improve tourist experiences (Avar Mohammadi et al., 2021).

Urban tourism in Tabriz is influenced by various attractions, including historical landmarks,
cultural sites, and natural landscapes, all of which contribute to the city’s unique identity (Ahmadi et al.,
2021). However, the study finds that many of these attractions are overlooked in urban development plans,
which primarily focus on physical infrastructure and economic considerations (Tan et al., 2023). For
instance, Tabriz’s historic district, home to landmarks like the Tabriz Bazaar and Arg of Tabriz, faces
challenges such as inadequate transportation infrastructure, insufficient marketing, and environmental
degradation (Al-Alwani & Al-Fatlawi, 2023). The research highlights the need for urban planners to adopt
a more inclusive approach that balances economic, cultural, and environmental factors in tourism
development (Kurniati et al., 2023). The study also emphasizes the role of community participation and
local expertise in shaping tourism policies and projects (Chandra & Sinha, 2023).

The research identifies key tourism attractions in Tabriz, including historical and cultural sites,
religious landmarks, natural parks, and modern amenities, all of which have varying degrees of local,
national, and international appeal (Mandi¢ & Kennell, 2021). These attractions are categorized based on
their thematic significance and potential for tourism development, with cultural and historical sites being
the most prominent (Ahmadzadeh & Pourhamrah, 2022). The study advocates for strategic investment in
tourism infrastructure, including transportation, accommodation, and recreational facilities, to enhance
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the city’s tourism appeal (Rezai Moghadam et al., 2019). It also stresses the importance of preserving and
promoting Tabriz’s cultural heritage through targeted tourism initiatives and policies (Wang et al., 2024).
The findings suggest that integrating tourism into urban development plans can foster economic growth,
cultural exchange, and environmental sustainability, benefiting both residents and visitors alike (Safari &
Azizi, 2020).

The study concludes that the lack of tourism-focused sections in Tabriz’s urban development plans
has limited the city’s ability to attract and accommodate tourists effectively (Saaty & De Paola, 2017). It
calls for a paradigm shift in urban planning that prioritizes tourism alongside other development goals
(Fakhimzadeh et al., 2024). This includes creating dedicated tourism zones, improving infrastructure, and
fostering partnerships between public and private stakeholders (Ahmadi et al., 2021). The research
highlights successful models from other cities that have integrated tourism into their development
strategies, offering valuable lessons for Tabriz (Avar Mohammadi et al., 2021). The study’s
recommendations aim to bridge the gap between tourism potential and urban planning, ensuring that
Tabriz’s rich cultural and historical heritage is preserved and promoted for future generations (Doborjeh et
al., 2022).

The research findings emphasize the critical role of tourism in urban development, advocating for
a holistic approach that integrates tourism into all aspects of urban planning (Al-Reza Amiri et al., 2020).
By doing so, Tabriz can enhance its attractiveness as a tourist destination, boost its local economy, and
improve the quality of life for its residents (Fernandes et al., 2023). The study calls for policy reforms,
increased investment in tourism infrastructure, and greater collaboration between urban planners, tourism
authorities, and local communities (Cocola-Gant & Gago, 2021). Ultimately, the research highlights the
need for a comprehensive tourism strategy that aligns with Tabriz’s broader urban development goals,
ensuring a sustainable and inclusive future for the city (Farhadi Balghor & Tavangar, 2022).
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