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The religion of Islam, through numerous verses and narrations, invites humanity to
responsibility, altruism, and social participation to achieve social justice, establish
peace and security, and eliminate discrimination and deprivation. It considers the
realization of these goals possible through the payment of Islamic taxes such as khums
and zakat, as well as through donations, waqgf, and charity. Today, wagf is not only tied
to spiritual and divine matters; many cultural, artistic, educational, research, and
economic institutions and centers are managed through wagf. The tradition of waqgf is
not merely a source of blessing but is also regarded as one of the main drivers of
development in all its dimensions. In various definitions, development is often
described as meeting basic needs, which serves as a common thread among them. In
this context, the waqf institution is considered an influential entity. Strengthening the
wagf mechanism and its impact on socio-cultural development in Islamic societies
highlights the existence of factors that also influence its developmental capacity in Iran.
Identifying these factors can enhance the efficiency of wagf in fostering development
and utilizing its potential to address economic, social, and cultural challenges. From an
economic perspective, waqgf is examined as an effective means to reduce poverty,
increase employment, and promote equitable wealth distribution. From a social
perspective, wagf is seen as a way to immortalize a good name for the donor, preserve
assets, and promote altruism. Establishing orphanages, assisting debtors, supporting
the needy, ensuring the livelihood of orphaned and underprivileged children, and
providing dowries for young and needy couples are considered factors that improve
social conditions. From a cultural perspective, the focus is on cultural centers such as
the establishment of universities, schools, educational and research centers, and other
institutions that can have a significant impact on the scientific development of society.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

The Wagf institution, rooted in Islamic teachings, has played a significant role in fostering social
justice, economic equality, and cultural development within Muslim societies, including Iran. Historically,
Wagf has served as a tool for addressing socio-economic disparities through various philanthropic
endeavors such as establishing orphanages, supporting the poor, funding education, and preserving
cultural heritage (Mohammadi, 2016). The economic impact of Wagf is evident in its contribution to
poverty alleviation, employment generation, and wealth redistribution (Dehghan, 2005). Additionally, the
social and cultural dimensions of Waqgf are reflected in its role in maintaining social cohesion, promoting
altruism, and enhancing educational and research capacities through the establishment of universities and
cultural institutions (Zahedi & Najafi, 2006). The historical significance of Wagf in Iran is undeniable, with
numerous endowments supporting educational, cultural, and welfare activities throughout the centuries
(Tusi, 2011). Modern Wagqf institutions continue to adapt to contemporary needs, addressing new
challenges such as environmental issues and providing flexible solutions through innovative management
practices (Akbari, 2021). The Iranian Wagf system, managed by the Organization of Endowments and
Charity Affairs, plays a crucial role in preserving and expanding endowments while contributing to
national development (Pourfakhri, 2017). The legal framework, including the lIranian Constitution,
emphasizes the importance of providing educational opportunities for all, further highlighting the
relevance of Wagf in the socio-economic fabric of the country (Fakhri, 2016).

Islamic teachings advocate for economic justice and social welfare through mechanisms such as
zakat, khums, and Wagf (Pour Yamin, 2019). The primary objective of Waqf is to provide sustainable
financial support for social services, thereby reducing the burden on state resources and ensuring the well-
being of disadvantaged groups (Ibn Torab, 2022). Historically, Waqgf has been instrumental in establishing
educational institutions, healthcare facilities, and public utilities, contributing significantly to the social
infrastructure (Khosravi, 2023). The dual impact of Wagf—both economic and social—underscores its
importance as a mechanism for equitable resource distribution and social solidarity (Haeri, 2001). From an
economic perspective, Waqgf assets represent a substantial source of capital that can be leveraged for
productive investments, thereby stimulating economic growth and fostering financial independence
(Meshkini, 2017). The equitable distribution of wealth facilitated by Waqf addresses socio-economic
disparities, enhances social mobility, and promotes inclusive development (Rostampour, 2019).
Furthermore, Waqf reduces government expenditures by funding public services and creating employment
opportunities, thereby contributing to macroeconomic stability (Pour Yamin, 2019).

The social impact of Waqf extends to various facets of community life, including family welfare,
support for marginalized groups, and enhancement of public health services (Haeri, 2001). Wagf supports
vulnerable populations such as orphans, the elderly, and the disabled through financial aid, housing, and
healthcare services (Ibn Torab, 2022). The role of Waqf in promoting education is particularly significant,
with endowments funding scholarships, academic institutions, and research initiatives (Iranmanesh, 2021).
By facilitating access to education for underprivileged students, Waqf helps in nurturing talent and
reducing brain drain (Ibn Torab, 2022). The cultural contributions of Wagqf are evident in the establishment
of libraries, museums, and cultural centers, which serve as hubs for knowledge dissemination and cultural
preservation (Akbari, 2021). Waqgf-funded initiatives also promote arts and literature, fostering creativity
and intellectual growth within society (Salimi Far, 2003). The flexibility of Wagf in addressing emerging
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social needs underscores its dynamic nature and its potential to contribute to holistic development
(Pourfakhri, 2017).

Economically, Waqf serves as a stabilizing force by providing affordable housing, supporting
small businesses, and funding public infrastructure projects (Meshkini, 2017). The utilization of Waqgf
assets for income-generating activities ensures a steady flow of resources for social welfare programs
(Akbari, 2021). Socially, Waqf enhances community resilience by fostering mutual support, preserving
cultural heritage, and promoting social inclusion (Ibn Torab, 2022). The integration of Wagf into national
development strategies can mitigate socio-economic challenges such as poverty, unemployment, and
inequality (Rostampour, 2019). The historical legacy of Waqgf in Iran reflects its adaptability to changing
societal needs, making it a vital component of the country's socio-economic landscape (Dehghan, 2005).
By addressing contemporary challenges through innovative approaches, Wagf institutions can enhance
their impact and contribute to sustainable development (Pour Yamin, 2019).

Culturally, Wagf plays a critical role in supporting educational excellence, preserving historical
monuments, and fostering artistic endeavors (Iranmanesh, 2021). The establishment of educational
endowments ensures the accessibility of quality education for all socio-economic groups, thereby reducing
educational disparities (Ibn Torab, 2022). The cultural significance of Waqf is also reflected in its support
for artistic and literary projects, which enrich the cultural fabric of society (Akbari, 2021). The promotion
of scientific research through Waqgf-funded scholarships and grants contributes to the advancement of
knowledge and technological innovation (Pourfakhri, 2017). The legal and institutional framework
governing Wagf in Iran provides a robust mechanism for managing and expanding endowments, ensuring
their long-term sustainability and effectiveness (Fakhri, 2016). The dynamic nature of Waqgf, coupled with
its historical legacy, underscores its potential to address contemporary social, economic, and cultural
challenges (Salimi Far, 2003).

In conclusion, the Waqf institution serves as a multifaceted tool for socio-economic and cultural
development in Iran, rooted in Islamic values and traditions (Mohammadi, 2016). Its historical significance,
economic potential, social impact, and cultural contributions make it an indispensable component of Iran’s
development strategy (Dehghan, 2005). The integration of Waqf into modern development frameworks can
enhance its effectiveness in addressing current challenges and promoting sustainable development (Zahedi
& Najafi, 2006). By leveraging Waqf assets for economic growth, social welfare, and cultural preservation,
Iran can achieve comprehensive development that aligns with its historical legacy and contemporary needs
(Tusi, 2011). The continuous evolution of Wagf institutions, driven by innovative management practices
and supportive legal frameworks, ensures their relevance and effectiveness in the ever-changing socio-
economic landscape.
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