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One of the most prominent flourishing arts in Islamic civilization is Iranian
architecture, which achieved a high aesthetic and innovative status through its
adaptation to Islamic cultural concepts and depiction of celestial elements. In this
architecture, features such as precise design, captivating decorations, harmony in
proportion and symmetry, symbolism, need-based design, and pursuit of perfection
formed the basis of structure, form, and ornamentation, reflecting the culture and
civilization of Islam in Iran. This study, employing a descriptive-analytical method
based on library and field research, aims to answer the question, "How are the
manifestations of Islamic culture reflected through a comparative analysis of llkhanid
and Timurid architecture in the Bastam monumental complex?" The findings indicate
that while llkhanid architecture was primarily based on simple and functional
principles, Timurid period decorations, with their use of composite arts and intricate
details, lent a more luxurious and magnificent appearance to the buildings. Although
the tilework, stucco, and inscriptions of llkhanid architecture were influenced by the
symbolism of the Azari style and aligned with the mystical language of Islam, the
coloring and dazzling mugarnas work and elaborate tilework of the Timurid era in the
Bastam complex were rooted in identity formation and attention to the spirit of the
time, as well as religious and national identity elements. This underscores and confirms
the construction process of the complex's buildings during the Ilkhanid period and their
completion and decoration in the Timurid era.

Keywords: Bastam, architectural decorations, cultural components, Timurid period,
llkhanid architecture



https://journalspsich.com/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-9959-669X
https://orcid.org/0009-0008-9093-4814
https://orcid.org/0009-0000-0286-4118
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-6817-1904
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0

Hosseini et al. Journal of Social-Political Studies of Iran’s Culture and History 3:4 (2024) 168-189

EXTENDED ABSTRACT

The historical complex of Bastam is one of the most prominent examples of Islamic architecture
in Iran. Throughout different historical periods, it has undergone numerous changes and transformations.
This study delves into the architectural decorations of the complex during the llkhanid and Timurid
periods, revealing that both periods played a significant role in the development and evolution of Islamic
architectural art. The differences in the way buildings were decorated, the use of colors, materials, and
various styles of tilework, plasterwork, calligraphy, and mugarnas, reflect the evolutionary process of
architectural art in Iran. From the simplicity and functionalism of the Ilkhanid era to the luxury and
grandeur of the Timurid period, these transformations highlight the dynamic nature of architectural styles
in response to broader social, political, and cultural changes (Shekari, 2000).

The Ilkhanid period, which began after the Mongol invasions of Iran, marked a significant shift in
the region's cultural landscape. Despite the initial destruction wrought by the Mongols, the llkhanid period
saw a resurgence in Islamic art and architecture. Artists and architects of this period sought to revive the
traditions of past Islamic architecture while incorporating new innovations. The decorations of this period
predominantly included turquoise tile mosaics, simple mugarnas, geometric stucco work, and inscriptions
in Kufic and Thuluth scripts. The color palette was generally limited to shades of blue and white, reflecting
a sense of simplicity and dignity that was characteristic of the time. The Ilkhanid approach to decoration
emphasized simplicity, durability, and functionality, avoiding unnecessary embellishments and excess.
The architectural emphasis was on creating spaces that were practical, yet aesthetically pleasing, a
reflection of the broader political and social conditions of the time (Kiani, 1995).

In contrast, the Timurid period can be seen as the zenith of Islamic architectural decoration in Iran.
This era, characterized by political stability and economic prosperity, saw an explosion of creativity and
innovation in the arts. The Timurid period's architectural decorations are much more complex and
elaborate than those of the Ilkhanid period. Tilework became more intricate, with the introduction of
mosaic tiles that replaced the simpler tiles of the Ilkhanid period. The mugarnas were executed with greater
precision and flair, and the use of colors expanded to include lapis lazuli, yellow, green, and gold, which
enhanced the visual appeal of the buildings. The Timurid period also saw a shift in calligraphy, with
inscriptions now being written in the more fluid and ornate Nastaliq script. These inscriptions often
included mystical and poetic themes alongside Qur'anic verses, illustrating the deep cultural and
philosophical engagement of the period. The emphasis on grandeur, both in architectural scale and
decoration, was a clear reflection of the Timurid rulers’ desire to demonstrate their wealth and power
(Mokhlesi, 1980).

A comparative analysis of the architectural decorations of both periods in the Bastam complex
highlights the evolution of Iranian architecture from the Ilkhanid to the Timurid period. During the
Ilkhanid period, architecture focused more on simplicity and functionality. The decorations were
restrained, with an emphasis on creating spaces that were both practical and aesthetically pleasing without
excessive ornamentation. The Ilkhanid period's decorations were also more integrated into the structure
itself, with tilework and stucco used sparingly and for purely decorative rather than symbolic purposes.
On the other hand, the Timurid period saw a marked shift towards elaborate and intricate decorations. The
walls, ceilings, and facades of buildings were adorned with ornate tilework, intricate mugarnas, and
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detailed calligraphy. The use of space and color in Timurid architecture was not only aimed at creating
beautiful structures but also at conveying messages of power, prestige, and religious devotion (Mahdizadeh
Moghadam & Khazaei, 2007; O'Kane, 2003).

The findings of this research also suggest that the architectural decorations of the Bastam complex
were directly influenced by the political, social, and cultural transformations of each period. In the Ilkhanid
period, as Iran was recovering from the Mongol invasions, the focus of architecture was on simplicity and
practicality. The Ilkhanids sought to rebuild and restore the cultural fabric of Iran, and their architectural
works reflected this ambition. The decorations were not extravagant but were instead designed to create
functional spaces that could serve the needs of the community. The llkhanid style was pragmatic, focusing
on durability and understated beauty. In contrast, the Timurid period, which was marked by political
stability and economic prosperity, saw the flourishing of artistic expression. Architecture and art became
a means of showcasing the power and wealth of the Timurids, and as a result, the decorations became
more elaborate and complex. The use of more vibrant colors, intricate tilework, and detailed calligraphy
in the Timurid period not only reflected the wealth of the rulers but also illustrated a deeper engagement
with mysticism, poetry, and Islamic scholarship (Connell, 1997; Hojjati, 1979).

Finally, the comparison of architectural decorations from both periods shows that the development
of the Bastam complex has followed a dynamic and evolving trajectory. Although the characteristics of
the two periods are distinct, there is a continuity in the underlying principles of architectural design. The
Ilkhanid period’s emphasis on simplicity and functionality paved the way for the more elaborate and
ornate style of the Timurid period. Despite these differences, the overarching theme of continuity and
development within the architectural heritage of the region remains intact. The study of the Bastam
complex offers valuable insights not only into the evolution of Islamic architecture in Iran but also into
the broader cultural and historical context of these two important periods. Understanding these
architectural transformations can also be beneficial in the restoration and preservation of historical
monuments, ensuring that the rich cultural heritage of Iran is maintained for future generations.

The Bastam complex, with its rich historical and architectural significance, serves as a key example
of the way architecture can evolve in response to political, social, and cultural changes. The llkhanid and
Timurid periods, while distinct in their approach to decoration, both reflect the values and aspirations of
their respective eras. The llkhanid period focused on simplicity and functionality, which were essential in
the aftermath of the Mongol invasions. The Timurid period, by contrast, was marked by a flourishing of
art and architecture, with complex and ornate decorations that reflected the power and grandeur of the
Timurid dynasty. Through a careful study of these two periods, it becomes clear that Iranian architecture
not only served functional purposes but also acted as a medium through which cultural, political, and
social values were expressed. The continued study and preservation of these monuments will allow us to
appreciate the richness of Iran’s architectural history and its significance within the broader context of
Islamic art and architecture.
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