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Nasser Gholi Ardalan was one of the representatives of Sanandaj in the
National Consultative Assembly during its fourteenth to sixteenth terms. His
economic performance in the Assembly experienced ups and downs. Some of
his economic actions were marked by moderate policies and leniency, while in
other instances, his economic and financial actions left diverse impacts on the
Assembly, leading to various transformations. The issue addressed in this study
is the examination and evaluation of Nasser Gholi Ardalan's economic plans
and programs, which has been conducted descriptively and analytically based
on the minutes of the National Consultative Assembly, archival sources, and
historical data. According to the findings of this study, Nasser Gholi Ardalan
was one of the most active representatives in economic discussions, both at the
national and regional levels, during the fourteenth to the end of the sixteenth
terms of the National Consultative Assembly. His involvement spanned areas
such as the annual and current government budgets, currency issuance,
taxation, and more. He was attentive to economic issues and the people's
problems and did not hesitate to criticize and caution the government when
necessary.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

The economic performance of Nasser Gholi Ardalan, a representative of Sanandaj in the National
Consultative Assembly during its fourteenth to sixteenth terms, is an underexplored yet critical aspect of
Iranian parliamentary history. His significant contributions to economic policies and debates in the
Assembly have shaped the financial direction of the country in challenging times, such as the post-World
War Il period. This study provides an in-depth analysis of Ardalan's economic initiatives, focusing on his
approaches to budget allocation, taxation, monetary policy, and economic reforms. The research is based
on archival materials, including the minutes of the Assembly’s discussions, which offer rich insights into
the financial landscape of the time.

The period from 1941 to 1952, during which Ardalan was active, was marked by profound
economic instability in Iran. The Allied occupation in 1941, during World War I, left the country's
economy in disarray, with soaring inflation, food shortages, and a collapse in agricultural production
(Azimi et al., 2008). The government's inability to manage the crisis led to widespread social and economic
unrest (Foran & Tadian, 1999). During this time, Ardalan played a crucial role in the Assembly’s efforts to
address these challenges. He was particularly active in discussions about the national budget, where he
emphasized the importance of balancing expenditures and revenues to prevent further inflation (Katouzian,
1993).

One of Ardalan’s most significant contributions was his involvement in the reform of budgetary
policies. He recognized that the country’s economic recovery depended on a structured and balanced
budget. Ardalan often advocated for strict oversight of government spending and insisted on prioritizing
essential sectors such as infrastructure and agriculture. He argued that without proper fiscal discipline,
Iran would continue to suffer from economic mismanagement, which had been exacerbated by the war
(Katouzian, 2002). His persistent demands for budget transparency and the reduction of unnecessary
expenditures reflected his commitment to restoring fiscal stability.

Ardalan was also a strong advocate for tax reform, focusing on creating a more equitable system
that would ease the financial burden on the lower and middle classes. He was critical of the existing tax
framework, which he believed unfairly targeted the working class while allowing the wealthy elite and
large landowners to evade their tax obligations. Ardalan proposed progressive taxation policies that aimed
to increase revenue without placing undue strain on the economically vulnerable (Soleimani & Aziz Khah,
2013). His proposals for tax reform were part of a broader effort to create a fairer economic system that
could support the government’s development projects.

Another area of Ardalan’s expertise was monetary policy. He was deeply concerned about the
rapid inflation that had gripped the country during and after the war. Ardalan was a vocal opponent of the
government’s excessive printing of money, arguing that this policy would only lead to further devaluation
of the currency and harm the economy (Mahmoud Khan Shirazi, 1968). He supported measures to strengthen
the country’s monetary reserves, particularly by increasing the gold and silver backing of the national
currency. This, he believed, would help stabilize the value of the rial and restore public confidence in the
financial system.
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A staunch nationalist, Ardalan was also critical of foreign economic interventions in Iran. He
believed that Iran’s reliance on foreign advisors, particularly during the early years of the Pahlavi regime,
had undermined the country’s sovereignty (Zoghi, 1989). He was a strong supporter of economic
independence, advocating for policies that reduced foreign control over Iran’s resources and industries.
His involvement in the nationalization of the oil industry, alongside figures like Mohammad Mossadegh,
was a testament to his commitment to securing Iran’s economic autonomy (Amirahmadi & Tayeb, 1993).

In addition to his national-level contributions, Ardalan was also committed to improving the
economic conditions in his home region of Sanandaj and the broader Kurdish areas of Iran. He worked
tirelessly to secure funding for infrastructure projects, such as road construction and the establishment of
local industries, which he believed were essential for the region's economic development (Jami, 2008).
His efforts to promote local economic growth were part of his broader vision for a more equitable
distribution of wealth and resources across the country.

Nasser Gholi Ardalan’s economic legacy is one of commitment to fiscal responsibility, social
equity, and national sovereignty. His efforts in the National Consultative Assembly helped shape the
economic policies that guided Iran through one of its most challenging periods. By advocating for
budgetary reform, progressive taxation, and a strong monetary policy, Ardalan laid the groundwork for a
more stable and independent Iranian economy. His contributions continue to be relevant today, as Iran
grapples with many of the same economic challenges that he sought to address during his time in the
Assembly.

In this comprehensive study, Ardalan's economic policies are explored not only through the lens
of historical analysis but also within the context of their long-term impacts on Iranian economic thought.
His work in the Assembly remains a significant, yet underappreciated, aspect of Iran’s political and
economic history.
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