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This article examines the manifestations of tawakkul (trust in God) at
various levels of Imam Khomeini's life, with particular emphasis on his
social and political conduct as a revered spiritual leader. The study
investigates whether Imam Khomeini, in relation to social and political
events, embodied the highest degree of tawakkul. To achieve this aim,
the research is structured into two main sections. The first part discusses
the definition of tawakkul and its essential characteristics from the
perspectives of the Qur'an, Islamic traditions (hadith), and the writings
of mystics (‘urafa’). The second part analyzes specific incidents and
events throughout the socio-political life of Imam Khomeini and his
corresponding responses, particularly through the lens of reliance on
divine trust. This research, conducted using a descriptive-analytical
method, reveals that Imam Khomeini possessed the highest level of
tawakkul, based on his ethical and mystical attributes. For instance, in
the face of deeply challenging events—such as the death of his son or
during his return from exile to Iran—his composed and succinct
response of "nothing" to a journalist's inquiry symbolized profound
courage, complete submission to divine decree, and detachment from
both praise and blame. These traits, considered among the most
distinguishing features of a person who truly practices tawakkul, were
deeply embedded in Imam Khomeini’s character.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

The concept of tawakkul, or trust in God, has always held a central position in Islamic spirituality
and political thought. In the life of Imam Khomeini, tawakkul transcended its theological dimensions and
permeated every layer of his socio-political engagement. From his early scholarly work to the apex of
revolutionary leadership, Imam Khomeini demonstrated a deep-rooted reliance on divine providence,
grounding his decisions in a metaphysical conviction that God is the ultimate cause of all causes.
Theoretical discussions of fawakkul—such as those by classical scholars like Khwaja Abdullah Ansari
and Al-Qushayri—often emphasize the surrendering of one’s will, disavowal of worldly dependencies,
and a resolute trust in divine wisdom (Ansari, 1996). Imam Khomeini not only internalized these teachings
but transformed them into political praxis. His writings reveal a multidimensional understanding of
tawakkul, rooted in Quranic exegesis and mystical traditions, yet functionally deployed to navigate
political turbulence and existential crises (Khomeini, 1968, 1969b). These foundational insights align
tawakkul with a series of interrelated virtues such as sabr (patience), taslim (submission), and rida
(contentment), suggesting a spiritual system that harmonizes inner tranquility with outward activism
(Mustafawi, 1989; Sajjadi, 1991).

The methodology of this study is descriptive-analytical, wherein theological discourse is
interwoven with historical-political analysis. The structure unfolds in two parts: a conceptual framework
of tawakkul and its requisites based on Quranic verses, prophetic traditions, and Sufi literature, followed
by a comprehensive examination of Imam Khomeini’s socio-political decisions and behaviors. Central to
the first part is a taxonomy of fawakkul’s essential elements—namely faith in the agent (wakil), belief in
divine omnipotence and benevolence, and reliance without expectation (Khomeini, 1969a). The text
explores how fawakku! differs from yet intersects with other spiritual states like fafweedh (delegation of
affairs to God), which is described as an advanced stage where the believer recognizes no autonomy in
their agency (Sajjadi, 1991; Tusi, 1976). Importantly, Imam Khomeini sees fawakkul not as passive
resignation, but as an ontological commitment that enables fearless resistance and ethical fortitude. The
second part of the study operationalizes this framework by applying it to pivotal episodes in Imam
Khomeini’s life: from his resistance against the Shah’s “White Revolution” to his return from exile, each
moment offers empirical validation of his internalized tawakkul (Rajaee, 2003).

The manifestations of tawakkul in Imam Khomeini’s life are perhaps most vividly observed during
moments of extreme adversity. When confronted with the Shah’s land reforms and political campaigns,
Imam Khomeini issued bold public statements that likened the regime’s programs to “black revolutions™
orchestrated by imperialist interests. His call for boycott and mass mobilization was not merely political
dissent but a theologically grounded act of defiance, rooted in the belief that divine justice outweighs
worldly consequences (Rajace, 2003). Similarly, his response to the violent raid on the Feyziyeh Seminary
showcased a spiritual resilience. Refusing to flee or conceal his identity, he interpreted silence or retreat
as complicity, arguing that tagiyya (dissimulation) was impermissible when the foundational tenets of
Islam were under threat. This is a quintessential example of “active tawakkul,” where divine trust does
not preclude strategic resistance, but rather empowers it (Mustafawi, 1989). His famed statement “Shah-
doosti yani gharatgari” (“Love for the Shah is robbery”) was not only a condemnation of tyranny but a
performative utterance of faith. In each confrontation, the Imam exemplified mystical detachment and
metaphysical assurance, aligning with classical definitions where the mutawakkil (the one who trusts)
remains indifferent to praise or blame, victory or defeat (Ibn Manzoor, 1993).
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Perhaps one of the most profound illustrations of tawakkul occurred during the loss of his son,
Mostafa. Rather than yielding to grief or public lamentation, Imam Khomeini described the event as
“hidden divine favor,” invoking the mystical principle of seeing God’s hand in every calamity. His
emotional composure during the funeral and his support for the bereaved family reflect the qualities of a
person whose will has fused with divine decree. This reaction mirrored the highest degrees of rida, where
the believer embraces both bounty and bereavement as equally willed by God (Khomeini, 1969b). The
Imam’s unwavering peace, even while confronting existential loss, actualized the theoretical attributes
described by mystics: a heart freed from attachment, a mind stilled by faith, and a soul suspended in divine
reliance (Ansari, 1996; Tabatabaei, 1984). Likewise, during his arrest and subsequent exile, the Imam’s
reported consolation of his own captors—who feared popular backlash—underscored a paradox: while
physically detained, his spiritual agency remained unshaken. His demeanor soothed others, reversing the
typical dynamic between oppressed and oppressor, and asserting once again the transformative power of
tawakkul (Rajaee, 2003).

The climax of political tawakkul in Imam Khomeini’s life was undoubtedly his return to Iran in
February 1979. Despite threats of assassination and aircraft sabotage, he insisted on traveling back amidst
the political maelstrom. When asked by a journalist at the airport how he felt, he famously replied:
“Nothing.” This minimalist response encapsulated his detachment from both elation and anxiety,
embodying the Sufi archetype of the servant who remains unaffected by external states. His decision to
land in Tehran—when the regime was still capable of lethal retaliation—was not driven by calculated risk
but by unflinching divine trust. Furthermore, his instruction to defy martial law on February 10, 1979, was
another high-stakes expression of fawakkul. While other revolutionaries hesitated, fearing mass casualties,
Imam Khomeini issued a fatwa declaring the decree un-Islamic and called on the people to fill the streets.
His refusal to relocate to safety, even when warned of potential assassination, epitomized his belief that
divine will, not human force, governed outcomes (Rajace, 2003). His response also resonates with mystical
teachings that describe the mutawakkil as one who walks the razor’s edge of annihilation with unwavering
faith in the invisible hand of providence (Salehi Manish, 2003).

In addition to crisis moments, Imam Khomeini’s routine expressions of gratitude further illustrated
his tawakkul. After the liberation of Khorramshahr in 1982, he issued a public statement praising divine
grace rather than military might, asserting that the victory was achieved through the “hand of God
emerging from the sleeve of the faithful.” He frequently emphasized that true strength lay not in arms but
in spiritual unity and divine reliance. His pronouncements consistently reflected the Qur’anic principle:
“Victory is only from Allah” (Quran 3:126), reinforcing the metaphysical view that God, not strategy,
determines history (Tabatabaei, 1984). Moreover, his reference to the revolution as a “divine movement”
sustained by yadullah (the hand of God) reiterates his conviction that fawakkul was not merely a personal
virtue but the animating force behind collective political transformation (Khomeini, 1968). Even in his later
years, Imam Khomeini maintained that the success of the Islamic Republic depended not on alliances or
military superiority, but on continued trust in God and spiritual authenticity. This holistic view fused inner
transformation with societal reform, suggesting that true political revolution must begin with the self’s
surrender to divine order.

In conclusion, the life of Imam Khomeini offers a singular example of how tawakkul can be
realized not only as a personal spiritual virtue but as a guiding principle for political action. Through calm




composure in bereavement, courageous defiance of tyranny, and mystical indifference to worldly acclaim
or condemnation, Imam Khomeini transformed the esoteric doctrine of tawakkul into a socio-political
ethic of resistance and trust. His teachings challenge the dichotomy between spirituality and governance,
illustrating that surrender to God need not entail political quietism but can, in fact, catalyze bold and
transformative engagement with the world. As such, Imam Khomeini stands as a paradigmatic figure
whose unwavering tawakkul shaped not only his destiny but also the course of modern Iranian history.
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