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The primary objective of this study is to examine the extent to which social media
influences the electoral behavior of citizens, with a specific focus on political
participation in the 13th presidential election within the electoral districts of Qasr-e
Shirin, Sarpol-e Zahab, and Gilan-e Gharb in Kermanshah Province. The research
method employed was a survey approach using a researcher-developed questionnaire.
The statistical population consisted of citizens over the age of 18 from the Qasr-e Shirin
electoral district who participated in the 2021 presidential election. A multi-stage
cluster sampling method was utilized, and the sample size was determined to be 378
individuals based on Cochran’s formula. Data were analyzed in both descriptive and
inferential sections using SPSS software. The research findings indicate that there is a
significant relationship between background variables such as education, social class,
and political orientation and electoral behavior. Additionally, a significant relationship
was observed between the main independent variables of the study (political
participation and social media) and electoral behavior. Path analysis findings, which
assess direct and mediating effects, also reveal that political participation had the
strongest effect—0.82—on electoral behavior. Furthermore, the coefficient of
determination was 0.72, indicating that 72% of the variance in the dependent variable
(electoral behavior) is explained by the independent variables (social media and
political participation).

Keywords: social media, political participation, electoral behavior, 13th presidential
election.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

Electoral behavior reflects the degree and pattern of citizen political participation within a society
and serves as a critical index for understanding political identity and systemic legitimacy. As modern
democracies rely on electoral processes to convey the public will, voter behavior emerges as a vital
political phenomenon shaped by social, psychological, and media-based influences. In this regard, social
media and cyberspace have become key agents in redefining the contours of political engagement and
election-related behaviors. Technological advancements and the rapid evolution of communication
networks have enabled social media platforms to facilitate bi-directional interactions among citizens, civil
society institutions, and political actors, thus transforming public discourse and political mobilization
dynamics (Christakis & Fowler, 2009).

The intersection of digital communication and political participation is particularly evident in the
context of Iran, where elections constitute one of the most salient democratic expressions. While
traditional factors such as age, gender, education, and ideology have long influenced electoral decisions,
the emergent role of social networks has generated novel mechanisms for shaping public opinion,
disseminating campaign messages, and stimulating civic involvement (Downs, 1957). Recognized as the
“fourth pillar” of democracy, media — particularly in virtual spaces — not only mediates between the
populace and the state but also enables discursive plurality and ideological mobilization (Huckfeldt &
Sprague, 1995).

Existing studies have underscored the transformative potential of online engagement. For instance,
Ohme (2019) found that first-time voters exposed to political content on social media exhibited higher
rates of campaign involvement (Ohme, 2019), while Munir (2018) emphasized the role of digital platforms
in shaping young voter decisions during the 2014 Scottish referendum (Munir, 2018). However, divergent
findings by Kasenally (2017) caution against assuming a universal impact, as some contexts display
minimal voter behavior change through social media (Kasenally & Awatar, 2017). Furthermore, platform-
dependent exposure to political content may have ambivalent effects on learning and participation (Lee et
al., 2022).

This study builds upon prior research by examining the role of social media and cyberspace in
influencing electoral behavior and political participation among citizens in Qasr-e Shirin, Sarpol-e Zahab,
and Gilan-e Gharb during the 13th presidential election in Iran. By applying a theoretical framework
grounded in the Columbia sociological model, the Michigan psychological model, and rational choice
theory, the study seeks to explore both direct and indirect effects of digital engagement on voting behavior,
an area yet underexplored in the selected regions (Alhoyrdi Zadeh et al., 2020).

Methods and Materials

The research employed a descriptive-explanatory survey design targeting Iranian citizens aged 18
and above who participated in the 2021 presidential election across the electoral districts of Qasr-e Shirin,
Sarpol-e Zahab, and Gilan-e Gharb. Utilizing a multi-stage cluster sampling method, the study collected
data from a sample of 378 participants, determined through Cochran’s formula. Data were gathered via a
researcher-developed questionnaire comprising both open and closed items structured on a Likert scale.

Sampling was conducted in three phases: first, selecting towns and districts; second, choosing
neighborhoods and villages; and third, selecting streets and alleys within those units. Questionnaires were
administered to residents within these areas. The instrument’s validity and reliability were confirmed prior
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to analysis. Data coding and entry were followed by statistical analysis using SPSS-28. Both descriptive
and inferential statistics were employed, including Pearson correlation, t-tests, one-way ANOVA, and
regression and path analysis.

Findings

Descriptive and inferential analyses revealed statistically significant relationships between
multiple background variables and electoral behavior. Age showed a positive but weak correlation with
electoral behavior (r = 0.316, p < 0.001). Gender also had a significant impact: men scored higher in
political behavior (M = 36.87) than women (M = 28.27), with a significant t-test result (t = -7.575, p <
0.001). Marital status influenced outcomes as well, with married respondents displaying higher electoral
engagement than singles (t = -4.276, p < 0.001).

Educational attainment showed a significant effect (F = 2.589, p = 0.013), as did occupation (F =
4.961, p = 0.001), income level (r = 0.239, p < 0.001), religious affiliation (F = 3.530, p = 0.030), place
of residence (F = 9.218, p < 0.001), political orientation (F = 18.032, p < 0.001), and social class (F =
2.634, p = 0.043).

Among the key independent variables, social media use correlated strongly and positively with
electoral behavior (r = 0.716, p < 0.001), while political participation showed a weaker but significant
positive correlation (r = 0.104, p = 0.043).

Multivariate regression analysis indicated that social media and political participation together
explained 72.4% of the variance in electoral behavior (Rz = 0.724). Path analysis showed that political
participation exerted the strongest total effect (0.822) on electoral behavior, mostly through indirect
pathways, while social media’s direct effect was 0.423.

Discussion and Conclusion

The findings highlight the substantial influence of social media and political participation on voter
behavior in Iran’s 13th presidential election. While background factors such as education, occupation, and
political orientation remain relevant, digital engagement appears to play a central role in mobilizing
citizens and shaping their political decisions. Social networks not only provide platforms for information
exchange but also serve as catalysts for broader civic involvement, reinforcing the importance of virtual
spaces in contemporary democratic processes.

This study confirms that both direct exposure to political content and indirect effects via increased
participation are critical in understanding voter behavior. The results underscore the need for further
exploration of digital political engagement, particularly in underrepresented and rural regions. As
cyberspace continues to expand its reach, its implications for electoral democracy and citizen
empowerment are likely to deepen, reshaping how political legitimacy is negotiated in Iran and beyond.
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