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The Islamic Revolution, having passed its fortieth anniversary, now enters its
fifth decade, after navigating numerous ups and downs during this period. At
such a pivotal juncture, the Leader of the Revolution issued the “Statement of
the Second Step of the Revolution,” offering a set of recommendations for
reaching the summits of national advancement. Since the construction and
advancement of Islamic Iran fall within the domain of the youth—and given
that Iranian youth possess the energy and potential to undertake such a
monumental task—the Leader addressed this major step to the youth and
emphasized civilizational components necessary for traversing this grand path.
This civilization should be based on indigenous models while incorporating
religious frameworks. This study, employing a descriptive-analytical approach
and drawing on Quranic verses, the guidance of the Leader, historical
experiences, document analysis, and library research, seeks to answer the
fundamental question: What are the practical strategies for realizing the
civilizational components of the “Second Step of the Revolution” in society?
(With emphasis on science, spirituality, and economy). The findings of the
study reveal that in order to realize the civilizational components within
society, special attention must be paid to the Iranian ecosystem. This includes
the formulation of an indigenous model and the drafting of a structural charter
in the domains of social, educational, and ethical issues. Within this structural
order, a national will and determination must be established among all
influential actors at every progressive level of society so that the civilizational
trajectory outlined in the Second Step Statement may be fully realized.

Keywords: Islamic Revolution, Second Step Statement of the Revolution,
civilizational components, science, spirituality, economy



https://journalspsich.com/
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-2353-4617
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-2436-2308
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-8560-4625
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0

Bagheri et al. Journal of Social-Political Studies of Iran’s Culture and History 4:1 (2025) 258-277

EXTENDED ABSTRACT

The Islamic Revolution of Iran represents one of the most significant sociopolitical
transformations of the twentieth century, culminating in the establishment of a religious republic and the
revitalization of Islamic-Iranian civilization. As it steps into its fifth decade, the Revolution stands at a
historical inflection point marked by the Supreme Leader’s issuance of the “Statement of the Second Step
of the Revolution.” This statement outlines strategic civilizational components—science, spirituality, and
economy—that are critical to achieving a new Islamic civilization. The Leader identifies the youth as the
primary agents of this transformation, citing their energy, innovation, and moral commitment as essential
assets. At the core of the Leader’s vision is a civilization built on indigenous models and a fusion of
religious and rational principles. The study takes a descriptive-analytical approach and integrates Quranic
verses, the Leader’s discourses, historical experiences, and documentary analysis to identify practical
pathways toward implementing these components. Drawing from the theoretical insights of thinkers such
as Ibn Khaldun, Will Durant, Mohammad-Taqi Jafari, and Ali Akbar Velayati, the article provides a
conceptual grounding for the modern Islamic civilization project. This vision, as articulated by the
Supreme Leader, calls for a civilization that simultaneously advances material prosperity and spiritual
excellence—an ideal that aims to remedy the moral vacuity of Western modernity by offering a holistic
human development paradigm (Durant, 1958; Jafari, 1978; Velayati, 2003; Zamani, 2017).

A critical foundation of this civilizational pursuit is a sacred approach to knowledge. Unlike
Western epistemologies that are often rooted in materialism and instrumental rationality, the Islamic
view—especially in the tradition of Mulla Sadra—posits that true knowledge emanates from divine
sources and is inherently teleological, guiding individuals toward human and spiritual perfection (Shirazi,
1981). In this context, scientific endeavor must transcend mere empirical utility and align with ontological
truths and divine purpose. Imam Khomeini and the Supreme Leader both emphasize that knowledge
devoid of spiritual orientation can become counterproductive, even harmful. Therefore, science in the
Islamic Republic should not merely be a tool for power or economic growth but a transformative force for
cultivating ethical and God-conscious individuals (Mousavi Khomeini, 1989). The Leader envisions an
educational and research ecosystem in which scientific advancement occurs hand-in-hand with moral
elevation. This calls for a recalibration of Iran’s educational infrastructure, aligning it with epistemological
authenticity and civilizational aims, thereby enabling the formation of scholars and citizens who can drive
forward the Islamic civilizational mission.

An essential dimension of this strategic vision is the historical consciousness necessary for nation-
building. The Revolution’s forward trajectory cannot be charted without an honest and critical
understanding of Iran’s past—particularly the colonial entanglements and internal corruption that plagued
the Qajar and Pahlavi dynasties. The historical record reveals how leaders, driven by personal gain,
compromised national sovereignty through exploitative treaties such as Golestan, Turkmanchai, and
D'Arcy. These failures resulted in technological stagnation and political subservience. Under the Pahlavi
regime, the attempt to impose a Westernized national identity led to cultural disintegration and increased
public alienation from the state (Azghandi, 2005; Zohairi, 2001). In contrast, the Islamic Revolution
reestablished a synergistic relationship between the people and the state, grounded in faith and justice. A
well-rooted sense of historical identity provides the cognitive clarity necessary to resist foreign
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manipulation, sustain ideological integrity, and maintain a coherent civilizational direction. Hence, the
study advocates for integrating this consciousness into educational and policy frameworks to fortify
national resolve and civilizational confidence.

The ethical and spiritual dimensions of civilizational development are treated not as auxiliary
elements but as fundamental building blocks. As highlighted by thinkers such as Morteza Motahhari,
spirituality is not an optional domain but the cornerstone of individual and collective perfection (Motahhari,
2002). In the modern Islamic framework, ethics is not merely personal morality but a political and
institutional imperative. The Leader underscores the need for ethical governance, wherein state officials
embody Islamic virtues such as honesty, self-sacrifice, and humility. This ethical commitment ensures
that power is not wielded for self-enrichment but for societal transformation. The statement warns against
the pitfalls of secular civilization, which, despite its material accomplishments, has often failed to cultivate
inner peace, moral integrity, or spiritual depth. In contrast, the Islamic model aspires to synchronize the
material and metaphysical dimensions of human life. As such, spiritual elevation must be reflected in
policies, education, economics, and public discourse. It is through this dual elevation—material and
spiritual—that a truly humane and resilient society can be built.

Economy, the third pillar in the statement, is treated with equivalent gravity. The Islamic economic
vision rejects both capitalist excess and socialist suppression of individual enterprise. Drawing from the
teachings of the Prophet and Islamic jurisprudence, it advocates for productive wealth generation,
avoidance of extravagance, and equitable distribution. Economic independence is emphasized as a
prerequisite for political sovereignty and civilizational durability. The Leader calls for a resistance
economy rooted in national capacities, technological innovation, and indigenous entrepreneurship. Unlike
extractive economic models, the Islamic approach promotes value-added production and social justice.
Key strategies include enhancing productivity, investing in domestic industries, and transforming creative
ideas into scalable technologies (Eftekhari, 2017). Moreover, the nurturing of talent—particularly scientific
and technological elites—is considered crucial. As seen in the Leader’s emphasis on retaining national
talent and investing in high-potential youth, the nation’s economic power is intimately linked to its
intellectual capital. Economic policymaking, therefore, must integrate ethical imperatives, long-term
strategic vision, and social inclusivity to fulfill its civilizational role.

The study concludes by proposing a set of strategic interventions aimed at realizing the Second
Step Statement’s civilizational goals. These include establishing a sacred epistemology of knowledge that
aligns science with spiritual purpose, revitalizing historical memory to counter cultural colonization,
reforming the national education system to align with Islamic and indigenous paradigms, and instituting
mechanisms for supporting top-tier scientific talent. Moreover, it recommends constructing a moral-
political order that mandates ethical accountability for public officials and envisions spirituality as a policy
concern. In the economic sphere, it calls for systemic measures to cultivate a resistance economy
characterized by self-reliance, innovation, and justice. Importantly, these reforms must be undertaken
within a participatory national framework involving scholars, policy-makers, civil society, and the youth.
The success of these strategies hinges not only on political will but on cultural transformation—one that
internalizes the values of faith, reason, and justice as the pillars of a flourishing civilization. This study
thus contributes a grounded, multifaceted model for Islamic civilizational advancement, proposing that
the path to a renewed, dignified, and sovereign Islamic society lies in a harmonized synthesis of science,
spirituality, and economic empowerment.
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