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The aim of the present study was to formulate a government cultural policy
model in the field of cultural economy. The research method was qualitative,
utilizing the systematic grounded theory approach of Strauss and Corbin. The
statistical population included experts, policymakers, and some professors in
policy and planning in Iran. The sampling method was purposive. The sample
size was determined based on the researcher’s theoretical saturation, with three
additional samples conducted after the 12th sample to ensure theoretical
saturation (12+3). The data collection tool was semi-structured interviews, and
the data were analyzed using the coding technique. For credibility, the
researcher recoded one of the interviews after a month, and the results were
compared using Scott’s Pi coefficient. The Scott’s Pi coefficient for the
interview was 80%. To assess the validity of the research, the final report of
the data analysis process and the resulting categories, along with the interview
text, were sent to four interviewees, and their feedback was incorporated into
the coding and model design. The findings, structured within the Strauss and
Corbin paradigm model under the categories of causal conditions, intervening
conditions, context, strategies, and outcomes, were analyzed using NVivo 10
gualitative data analysis software. The results indicated that the government's
role in positive social change through scientific planning and goal-setting is
crucial, and the scientific movement of institutions and financial development
in the cultural economy should be a priority for stakeholders in this field.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

Cultural policy has become a significant area of study, particularly within the cultural economy,
where the role of government is crucial in fostering growth and development. Over the past two decades,
discussions on cultural economy have expanded, emphasizing its potential as an economic growth tool.
Creative class theories, as posited by Florida (2002), have influenced these discussions, yet cultural
economy strategies need a more nuanced understanding within broader policy-making frameworks (Pratt
& Hutton, 2013; Prince, 2012). The effectiveness of government policy in driving cultural and economic
progress is evident in several case studies. For instance, Grodach (2013) argues that cultural strategies are
essential for advancing regional development goals (Grodach, 2013, 2017; Grodach & Silver, 2013). Despite
varying outcomes, cultural policy has been identified as a key factor in regional economic growth (Sacco
et al., 2014; Sacco et al., 2013).

In Iran, cultural policy formation plays a crucial role in determining societal progress. The
integration of cultural and economic policies ensures that cultural initiatives do not only focus on the
artistic and social aspects but also contribute to economic development. The complexity of policy-making
in this field has drawn attention to the need for more structured approaches, particularly in countries like
Iran, where cultural governance has historically played a central role (Khalegh Panah & Sanaei, 2020). This
research aims to develop a government cultural policy model that aligns with Iran’s economic and cultural
goals, based on insights from experts in the field. Grounded theory, following Strauss and Corbin’s
systematic approach, has been adopted to ensure a robust theoretical framework.

Methods and Materials

The research adopted a qualitative approach, utilizing the grounded theory method as proposed by
Strauss and Corbin. The statistical population included policymakers, cultural policy experts, and
university professors specializing in cultural economy. A purposive sampling method was employed to
ensure the selection of participants with deep expertise in the field. The sample size reached theoretical
saturation after 12 interviews, with an additional three conducted for validation.

Semi-structured interviews were the primary data collection tool, and the data were analyzed using
NVivo software. The analysis involved open, axial, and selective coding to develop a cohesive framework
of cultural policy. To enhance the credibility of the study, one interview was re-coded after a month and
compared using Scott’s Pi coefficient, achieving 80% agreement. Four interviewees also reviewed the
final analysis to verify its validity, leading to refinements in the model.

Findings

The findings of the study were categorized into five main areas: causal conditions, intervening
conditions, context, strategies, and outcomes. The analysis revealed that government institutions play a
pivotal role in cultural development, particularly through scientific planning and financial investments in
cultural industries. The coding process identified two major causal conditions: the planning role of
responsible institutions and the development of knowledge and financial mechanisms. The need for a
comprehensive cultural framework and the introduction of innovative cultural strategies emerged as
critical elements in driving cultural economy growth.

In terms of intervening conditions, the research highlighted obstacles such as inadequate public
awareness and weak institutional support. Participants pointed out that insufficient knowledge about



Sepyani et al. Journal of Social-Political Studies of Iran’s Culture and History: 3:5 (2024) 43-63

cultural opportunities among the general public hinders progress. Additionally, the lack of a structured
legal framework was identified as a significant barrier to cultural economic development.

The strategies proposed by interviewees emphasized the need for specialized institutions and long-
term governmental support. Strategies like network branding, promoting digital cultural economy
initiatives, and focusing on youth engagement were considered vital for creating sustainable cultural
policies.

Finally, the outcomes indicated that the implementation of these strategies would lead to positive
societal changes, including increased financial stability, the creation of jobs in cultural industries, and
overall societal well-being. The research underscored the importance of aligning cultural and economic
policies to enhance national and international cultural standing.

Discussion and Conclusion

In recent years, significant changes in cultural activities have shifted societal focus towards the
cultural economy, making it a priority for scholars, policymakers, and planners. This study aimed to
develop a model for government cultural policy in the cultural economy sector. Through qualitative
research using Strauss and Corbin’s paradigm model, two primary factors were identified: institutional
planning and knowledge and financial development.

The first factor, institutional planning, highlighted the critical role of government in shaping
cultural policy through systematic strategies. Gilman (2018) demonstrated that Brazil’s government used
cultural policies to foster state-society relations, with positive impacts on cultural and economic initiatives.
Similarly, Kafka (2021) emphasized the interplay between cultural heritage and institutions, showing how
these elements shape cultural economic development (Kafka, 2021). Institutions operate differently
depending on the cultural context, with this dynamic influencing financial frameworks. As Rosenstein
(2021) notes, cultural policies require a balance between policy tools and institutional structures, such as
government agencies and artistic councils (Rosenstein, 2021).

The second factor, knowledge and financial development, underscores the importance of
integrating academic and entrepreneurial roles in cultural economic growth. Khan et al. (2020) discussed
how universities have evolved to support cultural economies by commercializing knowledge and fostering
private enterprise development (Khan et al., 2020). Similarly, Fernandez and Tamayo (2017) identified
legal, market, and historical influences as key drivers of financial development within the cultural sector
(Fernandez & Tamayo, 2017).

Institutional efficiency and structural planning were found to be essential for the success of cultural
economies. Participants emphasized the need for material and legal support for cultural organizations,
especially in Iran. As Shiri and Ostadi Hassan (2013) pointed out, efficient management, updated
regulations, and coordination between cultural organizations are crucial for government success in this
area (Shiri & Ostadi Hassan, 2013).

However, challenges remain. Weaknesses in governmental agencies, lack of specialized personnel,
and outdated laws were cited as barriers. Some participants highlighted the need for updated policies and
financial support to overcome these obstacles, echoing Ho’s (2017) findings on the relationship between
cultural production and governance in Hong Kong (Ho, 2017).
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In terms of strategies, the research emphasized the importance of long-term government planning
and the need for inclusive policies that consider the roles of women and cultural pioneers. As Marx (2020)
noted, the scope of cultural policy has expanded beyond traditional artistic institutions to include creative
industries, further complicating the policy landscape. Moreover, financial support for cultural projects has
evolved, with governments shifting from direct subsidies to promoting excellence through awards and
private investments (Marx, 2020).

The study concluded that comprehensive, scientifically backed government policies can bring
widespread positive change. These include economic benefits, such as job creation and cultural export, as
well as increased cultural recognition. Similarly, Nasanyu (2016) showed that cultural tourism can
increase government revenues and improve local infrastructure (Nasanyu, 2016).

In conclusion, this study’s findings highlight the central role of government planning and support
in fostering a successful cultural economy. By addressing institutional weaknesses and updating legal
frameworks, cultural policies can drive economic growth, cultural preservation, and international
recognition.
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