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Constructivism in the field of political diplomacy with a cultural dimension
represents a hybrid approach, combining rationalist and reflection-based
perspectives, which can significantly influence the economic growth and
prosperity of a nation. In this context, cultural diplomacy, emerging from
constructivism, is a method that emphasizes rationality in political diplomacy
by focusing on culture and heritage, creating a new concept in human and
sociological domains. This concept is utilized with various epistemological
centers and theoretical frameworks in multiple studies to describe joint projects
in international relations or governmental initiatives abroad to preserve cultural
heritage. The primary objective of this study is to identify the role of
constructivism in political diplomacy based on cultural heritage in the relations
between Iran and Iraq.

This research has been conducted using an analytical-descriptive method. To
gather the necessary information, scientific and reference books, articles,
theses, mass media, and reputable Iranian and international information
websites have been utilized. The findings of the research indicate that in Iran
and Iraq, the formation of political diplomacy towards culture (especially
religious and Islamic culture) and the establishment of cultural diplomacy as a
bargaining tool have opened a gateway for dialogue. The discussion results
show that the richness of ancient heritage and the cultural affinities of the two
countries have created deep and extensive capacities for exchange and dialogue
based on rational constructivism between Iran and Iraq, which, through the use
of cultural diplomacy, can lead to the improvement of economic relations.
Keywords: Constructivism, Cultural Heritage, Cultural Diplomacy, Political
Diplomacy, Economic Relations.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Constructivism in political diplomacy, particularly when intertwined with cultural heritage,
emerges as a nuanced framework, integrating rationalist and reflective dimensions that significantly
influence national growth and stability. As emphasized by Ghahremanpour (2004), constructivism enables
nations to conceptualize diplomatic strategies based on socio-cultural norms and values, establishing an
ideological contrast with purely rationalist or liberal perspectives (Ghahremanpour, 2004). This approach
accentuates the importance of cultural diplomacy, especially between culturally and religiously affiliated
nations like Iran and Iraq. It recognizes that mutual cultural heritage is a compelling diplomatic instrument
capable of fostering economic partnerships and political dialogue (Javadi Arjmand et al., 2012).

The concept of cultural heritage transcends mere preservation. It acts as a bridge between the past
and present, contributing to national identity and global recognition (Ahmadi, 2003). Iran and Iraq, with
their intertwined histories and shared Islamic and regional cultural identities, exemplify this dynamic. As
outlined by Fuller (2003), the devastations of war have placed cultural heritage at the forefront of
diplomatic dialogues (Fuller, 2003). Both nations have begun to re-evaluate cultural assets as strategic
resources, employing them to build alliances and economic opportunities. The acknowledgment of shared
heritage also paves the way for addressing historical grievances, where cultural restoration becomes a
symbol of reconciliation and mutual respect (Dinstein, 2009).

This research adopts a descriptive-analytical methodology, synthesizing data from academic
literature, governmental reports, and cultural studies to explore how constructivist approaches to
diplomacy function in the Iran-Iraq context. The methodological rigor includes a comprehensive review
of historical and cultural data, emphasizing the socio-political intricacies that shape diplomatic
engagements. As Fahimi Fard et al. (2021) describe, understanding the current cultural landscape requires
a holistic analysis of historical, economic, and social narratives (Fahimi Fard et al., 2021). The qualitative
approach aids in unpacking the epistemological constructs that inform diplomatic strategies while
considering the complex interplay of power dynamics and cultural affinities.

Economic interdependence, fostered by cultural diplomacy, has been a strategic focus for Iran and
Iraq. The countries’ engagement in cultural tourism, joint cultural initiatives, and shared religious festivals
have proven to be economically lucrative. Nargesi et al. (2020) underscore the potential of tourism as a
financial stabilizer, capable of diversifying an oil-dependent economy. Cultural diplomacy, therefore,
becomes a soft power tool that strengthens economic ties, increases trade, and promotes foreign
investments (Nargesi et al., 2020). The shared pilgrimage routes, for instance, are not just religious
experiences but significant economic channels, fostering bilateral trade and cultural exchange. The
implementation of structured cultural agreements enhances regional security and economic development,
a perspective also supported by Petraeus (2007) in the context of post-war Iraq (Petraeus, 2007).

Despite the optimistic outlook, challenges persist in the effective implementation of cultural
diplomacy. Ahmadi (2003) argues that cultural hegemony and nationalistic sentiments can hinder
diplomatic efforts, especially when cultural initiatives are perceived as tools for ideological propagation
(Ahmadi, 2003). Moreover, the legacy of conflict, as highlighted by Douglast (2003), complicates heritage
preservation, requiring international cooperation and legal frameworks to safeguard cultural assets. Iraq’s
post-conflict reconstruction efforts have often clashed with the realities of geopolitical tensions,
necessitating a balanced and inclusive approach to heritage diplomacy (Douglast, 2003). The bureaucratic
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inefficiencies and lack of coordinated policies between cultural and diplomatic institutions further
exacerbate these challenges (Shaika, 2003).

The interplay between constructivism and cultural diplomacy in the context of Iran-Iraq relations
offers valuable insights into modern diplomatic strategies. This study concludes that cultural heritage is a
formidable tool for diplomacy, capable of reinforcing national identity while fostering international
collaboration. The potential for economic and political gains is immense, yet it requires sustained
commitment and adaptive policies. As Trotschel-Daniels (2022) suggests, future research should explore
the evolving role of international organizations like UNESCO in mediating cultural conflicts and
promoting heritage diplomacy (Trétschel-Daniels, 2022). The post-Daesh era presents an opportunity for
both nations to realign their strategies, leveraging cultural ties to promote peace and regional stability.
Moving forward, interdisciplinary approaches that integrate cultural studies, political science, and
economic frameworks will be pivotal in shaping a resilient and culturally enriched diplomatic landscape.
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