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The present study aims to examine the role of national media in political
anomie (state—nation) with a case study of Bushehr Province. The research
methodology is descriptive in terms of its objective, applied in nature, and
utilizes a combination of survey and interview methods for data collection. The
statistical population includes 30 managers, experts, and media activists from
Bushehr Province for interviews, alongside 378 individuals randomly selected
as the survey sample based on Morgan's table. A researcher-developed
questionnaire was employed to examine the variables, and the questionnaire’s
reliability and validity were confirmed with a Cronbach's alpha coefficient of
0.83. Data were analyzed using Spearman’s correlation coefficient, stepwise
regression analysis, and a significance level of (P < 0.05). The findings indicate
a direct and positive relationship between national media and the emergence of
political anomie between the state and the nation. Moreover, the study reveals
that the national media, by perpetuating mass media strategies and state
dependency, has reduced its influence in the public domain, leading to the
substitution of social media in its place. Therefore, it can be concluded that the
role of national media as a mediator between the state and the nation has
diminished in its impact on public opinion. This reflects a spiritual
disconnection with the national media (anomie), which may contribute to the
emergence and intensification of political anomie in society, particularly
among youth and future generations.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

The interplay between national media and political dynamics has become a pivotal point of study
in modern societies. This research investigates the role of Iran's national media in political anomie,
particularly focusing on the state-nation relationship, with a case study of Bushehr Province. Grounded in
a descriptive and applied methodology, the study combines quantitative surveys with qualitative
interviews to analyze the influence of media on public opinion and its role in mediating political discord.
The findings underline significant correlations between national media practices and the emergence of
political anomie, offering insights into media’s diminishing role as a bridge between state and society.

Media has long been recognized as a cornerstone of societal integration and political awareness.
Scholars like Bourdieu (2005) have emphasized media's capacity to shape public consciousness by
offering platforms for rational discourse and fostering trust and collective engagement (Bourdieu, 2005).
However, in recent decades, shifts in media consumption patterns, particularly the rise of social networks,
have challenged traditional media's authority. In Iran, these changes coincide with increasing political
turbulence, signaling a disconnect between media practices and the needs of a diverse and dynamic
population (Curran, 2011). This study aims to dissect these dynamics by exploring the role of national
media in fostering or mitigating political anomie within the specific socio-political context of Bushehr
Province.

The concept of political anomie, derived from Durkheim's sociological theories, refers to a state
of normlessness or a lack of alignment between societal expectations and institutional frameworks
(Durkheim, 1974). In the Iranian context, this manifests as a perceived gap between government policies
and public sentiment, exacerbated by media's inability to act as an effective mediator. Giddens (2011)
highlights how modern communication technologies reshape public spheres (Giddens, 2011), while
Saroukhani (2012) underscores the dual role of media in bridging or amplifying societal divides
(Saroukhani, 2012). These perspectives inform the study's exploration of national media's effectiveness in
addressing the sociopolitical challenges of Bushehr Province.

The study employs a mixed-method approach, integrating qualitative interviews with quantitative
survey data. Thirty media professionals, managers, and experts participated in semi-structured interviews,
while a random sample of 378 citizens was surveyed using a researcher-developed questionnaire. The
reliability of the survey instrument was confirmed through a Cronbach's alpha of 0.83. Data were analyzed
using Spearman’s correlation coefficient and stepwise regression, with qualitative insights coded through
MAXQDA software for thematic analysis.

Quantitative analysis revealed a significant positive correlation (r = 0.371, p < 0.05) between
national media strategies and the prevalence of political anomie in the region. Regression models further
demonstrated that state-dependent media practices contribute to reduced public trust and engagement.
Qualitative findings supported these results, highlighting themes such as the erosion of media credibility,
the rise of alternative platforms, and generational shifts in media consumption. The data suggest that the
national media's reliance on state-centered narratives alienates younger audiences, driving them toward
social networks that offer more diverse and inclusive content.

The study's findings align with global trends emphasizing the transformative impact of digital
media on public opinion. As Castells (2002) notes, the decentralization of information networks enables
more participatory forms of communication, challenging traditional media's monopoly (Castells, 2002). In
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Iran, however, this transition is marked by unique sociopolitical tensions, where the state’s control over
national media limits its ability to adapt to evolving audience needs. This rigidity fosters political anomie
by failing to provide a shared platform for dialogue between the state and its citizens. Bourdieu’s (2005)
theory of media as a field of power is particularly relevant, illustrating how state dependency undermines
media’s role as an independent agent of societal cohesion (Bourdieu, 2005).

The research underscores the urgent need for reforms in Iran’'s national media strategies to address
the growing disconnect with its audience. By adopting more inclusive and participatory approaches, media
can reclaim its role as a bridge between the state and the public. This study contributes to the broader
discourse on media's role in sociopolitical stability, offering actionable insights for policymakers and
media practitioners. Future research should explore the potential of hybrid media models that integrate
traditional and digital platforms to enhance societal resilience in the face of political and cultural shifts.
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