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Houshang Golshiri is one of the prominent storytellers in the contemporary
cultural history of Iran. In his longer works and especially his shorter ones, he
has consistently emphasized craft and form, presenting noteworthy
contributions to the literary community of Iran. The novella Prince Ehtejab is
considered one of the most technically sophisticated narrative works in
contemporary lIranian literature, as evidenced by its reception over several
decades. In this work, Golshiri, through a creative and novel engagement with
narrative elements and techniques, has significantly enriched the technical and
thematic potential of literary works, creating a reflective narrative structure
worthy of analysis. This article, employing a descriptive-analytical method and
based on certain philosophical concepts of Gilles Deleuze—such as
assemblage, connection, becoming, and free indirect discourse—examines the
structure and form of this work. It illustrates how narrative elements,
particularly point of view and narrative time, in conjunction and assemblage
with other components like language, characterization, scene descriptions,
setting, and plot, result in fluidity and decentralization in the novel’s form.
Ultimately, this leads to the dissolution of the conversational subject within the
narrative as a whole. The goal of this study is to answer the question of whether,
based on Deleuzian philosophical teachings, Prince Ehtejab can be regarded
as a fluid and decentralized novel in terms of its structure and form.
Furthermore, if this is the case, how do decentralization and fluidity liberate
the narrative from the dominance and authority of the singular and overarching
subject-narrator?

Keywords: Houshang Golshiri, Gilles Deleuze, cultural history, Prince
Ehtejab, decentralization



https://journalspsich.com/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-7737-0881
https://orcid.org/0009-0003-0382-8364
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-3021-3950
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0

Mohammadi et al. Journal of Social-Political Studies of Iran’s Culture and History: 3:5 (2024) 64-84
EXTENDED ABSTRACT

The novella Prince Ehtejab by Houshang Golshiri occupies a pivotal position in the cultural and
literary history of Iran. Renowned for its narrative innovation and thematic depth, it exemplifies modern
Persian literature's engagement with complex philosophical ideas. This study investigates Golshiri’s work
through the lens of Gilles Deleuze’s philosophical constructs, including concepts like becoming,
assemblage, and free indirect discourse. The analysis aims to understand how these ideas inform the
novel’s narrative structure and decentralize the conventional subject, challenging the dominance of a
singular narrator. By exploring these elements, this paper contextualizes Prince Ehtejab as a reflection of
Iran's socio-cultural transformations and a critique of hierarchical power structures.

The historical and cultural emergence of the novel in Iran is intertwined with modernity's arrival.
Beginning in the Qajar era and evolving through the Pahlavi dynasty, Iranian literature underwent
significant transformations, paralleling socio-political shifts. Early Persian novels, influenced by
European literary traditions, often portrayed historical and social realities. However, modern Persian
literature, epitomized by writers like Sadegh Hedayat and Houshang Golshiri, moved towards a more
introspective and structurally innovative form. Golshiri’s Prince Ehtejab, with its fragmented narrative
and circular plot, exemplifies this shift, emphasizing the disintegration of linear time and centralized
perspectives. By employing Deleuzian philosophy, particularly the concept of becoming, this study
elucidates how Golshiri’s narrative embodies fluidity and multiplicity, as opposed to static and fixed
identities (Colebrook, 2008).

Central to Deleuze’s philosophy is the idea of becoming, a dynamic process that transcends fixed
identities and hierarchical structures. Deleuze rejects traditional notions of subjectivity, proposing instead
a view where the subject is a temporary product of heterogeneous assemblages. This perspective aligns
with Prince Ehtejab, where Golshiri dismantles the conventional subject-narrator through fragmented
time and shifting points of view. The narrative oscillates between the past and present, with memories and
objects such as photographs and furniture acting as active participants in the storytelling. These elements
reflect Deleuze’s concept of assemblage, where objects, bodies, and spaces collectively shape the
narrative, subverting the subject’s authority (Parr, 2010).

Golshiri's utilization of free indirect discourse amplifies this decentralization. By merging the
voices of the narrator and characters, the text blurs distinctions between individual subjectivities. This
technique, celebrated in modernist literature, resonates with Deleuze's philosophy of the non-hierarchical
distribution of voice. In Prince Ehtejab, this narrative strategy highlights the dissolution of the
protagonist’s agency, as the narrative becomes a collective assemblage of memories, objects, and
historical forces. The recurring motif of coughing, for instance, juxtaposes the protagonist's frailty with
his ancestors' oppressive power, symbolizing a broader critique of inherited authority and the decay of
patriarchal dominance (Golshiri, 1978).

Objects and spaces in the novel transcend their traditional roles as passive backdrops, embodying
Deleuze's idea of material agency. For example, the ancestral chair and photographs do not merely frame
the narrative; they actively shape it. These objects interact with the protagonist, creating a dynamic
interplay that challenges the anthropocentric perspective. Deleuze’s notion of assemblages emphasizes
that agency is distributed across human and non-human entities, a concept vividly illustrated in the novel.
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The transformation of the protagonist’s carriage driver into a wheelchair-bound figure mirrors broader
societal shifts, underscoring the interplay between historical forces and individual lives (Deleuze &
Guattari, 1987).

Language in Prince Ehtejab also reflects Deleuze’s anti-hierarchical ethos. The text incorporates
diverse linguistic registers, ranging from the formal rhetoric of the protagonist’s ancestors to the colloquial
tones of subordinate characters. This linguistic multiplicity not only decentralizes the narrative voice but
also critiques the homogenizing tendencies of dominant discourses. Fakhrolnisa’s intellectual language
contrasts sharply with the mundane expressions of other characters, reinforcing the novel’s thematic
exploration of power, resistance, and identity. By doing so, Golshiri aligns with Deleuze’s vision of
literature as a means to challenge established norms and expand the horizons of perception (Colebrook,
2002).

In conclusion, Prince Ehtejab exemplifies how literature can embody philosophical concepts,
transforming narrative structure into a site of ideological critique. By employing Deleuze’s ideas of
becoming, assemblage, and free indirect discourse, Golshiri not only decentralizes the subject but also
critiques the socio-political hierarchies embedded in Iranian cultural history. This study positions Prince
Ehtejab as a seminal work that bridges the realms of philosophy, literature, and socio-cultural critique,
offering insights into the transformative potential of narrative form.
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