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CrossMark

Tabaqat narrative is a form of historical compilation and one of the methods of Islamic
historiography and geography, considered among the oldest approaches employed by
Muslim historians. Analyzing Tabaqat texts across various fields enables researchers
to gain insights into the state of science and civilization in the Islamic world at different
times and to identify its upward or downward trends. Given the prominence and
flourishing of literary criticism during the Abbasid era, the art of Tabagat narrative
witnessed substantial expansion. Prominent Arab narrators and critics engaged in this
domain, producing significant works. Accordingly, this study aims to conduct a
comparative examination of the Tabagat narratives of renowned critics of the Abbasid
era, focusing on the comparative perspectives of three prominent critics: Ibn Salam,
Ibn Qutaybah, and Ibn al-Mu‘tazz. In this comparative endeavor, the researcher
examines and analyzes the works of these three renowned literary critics of the Abbasid
period, including Tabagat Fuhul al-Shu‘ara by Ibn Salam, Tabaqat al-Shu‘ara or Al-
Shi‘r wa al-Shu‘ara by Ibn Qutaybah, and Tabaqat Shu‘ara al-Muhdathin by the
distinguished Ibn al-Mu‘tazz. To achieve this objective, the researcher adopts a
descriptive-analytical methodology, utilizing data collected through library studies,
articles, and dissertations. The findings of this comparative study reveal shared
keywords in Tabaqat narratives from the perspectives of Ibn Salam, Ibn Qutaybah, and
Ibn al-Mu‘tazz, including attention to the poet’s innate talent (natural poetic ability),
emphasis on aesthetic principles, overlooking certain prominent poets, focus on
innovation in themes and new styles, and attention to lengthy poetic meters.
Differentiating keywords in their Tabaqgat narratives include criteria for selecting poets,
methods of grouping poets, focus on poetic purposes, attention to the composition of
poems in various meters, emphasis on artistic imagery in selecting poets, and focus on
anecdotes and peculiarities in poetry.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Tabagat narratives represent a cornerstone of Islamic historiography and literary criticism, offering
scholars a lens to examine the intellectual and cultural heritage of the Islamic Golden Age. This study
provides a comparative analysis of the Tabaqgat narratives by three renowned critics of the Abbasid era:
Ibn Salam, Ibn Qutaybah, and 1bn al-Mu‘tazz. By focusing on their seminal works, namely Tabagat Fuhul
al-Shu ‘ara by 1bn Salam, Al-Shi ‘r wa al-Shu ‘ara by Ibn Qutaybah, and Tabagat Shu ‘ara al-Muhdathin
by Ibn al-Mu‘tazz, the research identifies shared and differentiating features in their approaches to
categorizing poets and evaluating poetry. Using a descriptive-analytical methodology supported by library
resources, articles, and dissertations, the study elucidates how these critics shaped and were influenced by
the literary milieu of the Abbasid era.

The origins of Tabagat historiography can be traced to the need for systematic categorization in
Islamic sciences, beginning with the authentication of prophetic traditions (hadith). Over time, this
methodology permeated other disciplines, including literature, where it evolved to classify poets based on
various criteria. The Abbasid era, marked by a flourishing of cultural and intellectual activity, witnessed
a significant expansion in the scope and sophistication of Tabagat narratives. Ibn Salam, 1bn Qutaybah,
and Ibn al-Mu‘tazz each made substantial contributions to this tradition, with their works reflecting both
the shared cultural norms of their time and their individual critical philosophies (Safari Foroushani, 2009).

Ibn Salam’s Tabaqat Fuhul al-Shu ‘ara is considered a pioneering work in Arabic literary criticism.
He categorized poets based on their linguistic and artistic prowess, emphasizing attributes such as natural
poetic talent, moral character, and innovation in themes and styles. Ibn Salam introduced a nuanced
classification system, distinguishing between poets of the pre-Islamic, early Islamic, and transitional eras.
His analysis of gasidas (odes) underscores the importance of poetic form and content, with an emphasis
on aesthetic principles and the role of creativity in elevating a poet’s stature (Ibn Salam, 1974). By
grounding his critique in historical and social contexts, Ibn Salam provided a framework that highlighted
the interconnectedness of poetic excellence and societal values.

Ibn Qutaybah’s Al-Ski ‘r wa al-Shu ‘ara diverges from Ibn Salam’s approach by focusing more on
the poets’ biographies and the cultural milieu in which they operated. A defining feature of Ibn Qutaybah’s
work is his attention to the didactic and moral functions of poetry. He categorized poets based on their
contributions to specific genres and their ability to reflect societal norms and values. Unlike Ibn Salam,
who prioritized the intrinsic qualities of poetry, Ibn Qutaybah emphasized the poet’s intent and the
practical applications of their works. This distinction underscores a broader methodological difference,
with Ibn Qutaybah’s narrative prioritizing the functional over the aesthetic aspects of poetry (Ibn Qutayba,
2000).

Ibn al-Mu‘tazz’s Tabagat Shu‘ara al-Muhdathin represents a departure from the traditional
Tabagat model by focusing exclusively on the modernist poets of the Abbasid era. His work celebrates
innovation and artistic experimentation, reflecting the broader cultural shifts of his time. Ibn al-Mu‘tazz’s
selection criteria include originality in imagery, thematic diversity, and the use of complex poetic meters.
Unlike Ibn Salam and Ibn Qutaybah, Ibn al-Mu‘tazz prioritizes novelty and individuality, often favoring
lesser-known poets whose works deviated from established norms. His emphasis on anecdotes and
peculiarities in poetry further distinguishes his approach, revealing a preference for the extraordinary over
the conventional (Ibn Mu'tazz, 1956).
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The comparative analysis of these three critics reveals several shared themes, including an
emphasis on the innate talent of poets, the role of aesthetics in evaluating poetry, and the marginalization
of certain prominent poets. All three critics highlight the importance of innovation and the adoption of
new styles, reflecting the dynamic literary environment of the Abbasid era. However, significant
differences emerge in their classification criteria, with Ibn Salam focusing on historical and moral
dimensions, Ibn Qutaybah emphasizing functional and didactic aspects, and Ibn al-Mu‘tazz celebrating
artistic and thematic experimentation. These divergences underscore the plurality of critical perspectives
within the Abbasid intellectual tradition.

The findings of this study contribute to a deeper understanding of the evolution of literary criticism
in the Islamic world. By examining the shared and unique features of the Tabagat narratives, the research
highlights the interplay between tradition and innovation in shaping literary discourse. It also underscores
the importance of contextualizing literary criticism within its broader historical and cultural framework.
Future research could extend this analysis to include other Tabagat works, providing a more
comprehensive picture of this rich intellectual tradition. As the study demonstrates, the Tabagat narratives
of Ibn Salam, Ibn Qutaybah, and Ibn al-Mu‘tazz not only reflect the literary priorities of their time but
also offer enduring insights into the nature of creativity and cultural production in the Islamic world.
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