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The Islamic Revolution of Iran in 1979 brought about extensive
transformations in various political, social, and cultural arenas of Iran. One of
the most significant of these transformations was the change in the dominant
discourse and the representation of national and Islamic identity. In this regard,
the discourse of neo-modernist political Islam played a pivotal role in shaping
collective identity. The present article, with the aim of explaining the
representation of identity in the discourse of neo-modernist political Islam and
using a descriptive-analytical research method, has reached these results: The
Islamic Revolution, by emphasizing the revival of Islamic values and the
reinterpretation of religious teachings, attempted to direct Iranian society
towards an authentic Islamic identity. This led to changes in laws, education,
and people's lifestyles. Identity in the discourse of neo-modernist political
Islam is represented as a religious-national identity that is based on the
semantic reconstruction of the concepts of Islam and nationalism. This identity
seeks to adapt to the needs of the modern world and democratic values, but at
the same time faces the challenges of traditionalism. In the discourse of neo-
modernist political Islam, political identity acts as a tool for legitimizing
political power and explaining Iran's position in the Islamic world and the
international community.

Keywords: Identity, Discourse, Political Islam, Islamic Revolution, Neo-
Modernism.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Neo-modernism adopts a selective approach to modernity, integrating elements deemed
compatible with core Islamic principles. It posits that Islamic thought, as expressed through various
theological, philosophical, and legal discourses, is historically contingent and therefore subject to ongoing
critique and reinterpretation (Feyzabadi, 2013). This inherent characteristic allows for critical examination
of Muslim intellectual and political experiences in light of evolving temporal and spatial contexts.

A key aspect of neo-modernism in the Islamic world, as highlighted in this study, is its inherently
religious dimension, resulting in a relative rather than an absolute break from established traditions
(Soltani, 2005). Neo-modernists believe that the scientific and technological advancements of Western
modernity can be adopted and adapted by Muslims without compromising their cultural identity. This
study identifies key concepts articulated by neo-modernist discourse, including the ideal of Islamic
government, the emphasis on rationality, the need for reform of tradition, the struggle against colonialism
and despotism, the pursuit of a progressive Islamic society (often termed Islamic modernity), the
importance of popular sovereignty, and the principle of consultation (shura). Other significant concepts
explored within this discourse include philosophy, the opposition to intellectual stagnation, the principle
of public interest (maslaha), the necessity of independent legal reasoning (ijtihad), the adoption of modern
tools and methods, the embrace of new sciences, the pursuit of independence, and the establishment of
law and freedom. These interconnected concepts, as this study argues, shape the neo-modernist
understanding of reality and provide a framework for action.

This study emphasizes that neo-modernist political Islam has played a pivotal role in shaping
Iranian-lIslamic identity in the post-revolutionary era. This discourse has sought to define an independent
and self-reliant identity for Iran rooted in Islamic values. However, as this study demonstrates, this
discourse has faced various transformations and challenges, prompting the central research questions:
How is identity represented within the discourse of neo-modernist political Islam? What factors have
influenced the formation of this identity in the post-revolutionary context? What roles do religious and
national identity play within this discourse? And how does this representation of identity differ from
traditional discourses?

This study provides a comprehensive review of existing literature on political Islam to
contextualize its own distinctive contribution. Several key studies are cited and analyzed: Jamshidi Rad
& Mahmoudpanahi (2012) argue that the Islamic awakening in Iran and its subsequent influence on other
Middle Eastern countries originated from conceptual and epistemological shifts within Islamic thought
(Jamshidi Rad & Mahmoudpanahi, 2012). Pour Ahmadi Meybodi & Zolfaghari (2015) explore various
models of political Islam and analyze their complex interactions with global politics, drawing a crucial
distinction between political Islam and traditional forms of Islamic practice (Pour Ahmadi Meybodi &
Zolfaghari, 2015). Safari (2013) delves into the historical emergence of political Islam concepts in
contemporary lIran during the Pahlavi era (1941-1979), tracing their development and influence on
Islamist thought and political action (Safari, 2013). Hosseinizadeh (2015, 2004) examines political Islam
specifically within the Iranian context, highlighting its unique success in establishing a powerful
government based on lIslamic principles, a feat not replicated in other Muslim-majority countries
(Hosseinizadeh, 2015; Hosseinizadeh, 2004).
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This study distinguishes itself from previous research by focusing specifically on the formation
and transformation of identity within the specific context of neo-modernist political Islam in post-
revolutionary Iran. This focused approach allows for a more nuanced understanding of the complex
identity-making processes occurring within a defined timeframe. By concentrating on the neo-modernist
variant of political Islam, this study contributes significantly to a more refined understanding of recent
intellectual and political developments within this field. The specific focus on identity transformations in
the post-revolutionary period allows this study to offer valuable insights into the profound impact of the
revolution on the emergence of new and evolving identities.

This study adopts a discourse analysis framework, defining discourse as a system of concepts,
beliefs, values, and rules that govern a particular society or social group, shaping the ways individuals
think, speak, and act (Bashir, 2006). This study emphasizes that discourses are not merely sets of ideas but
are active social structures that actively construct, reinforce, or challenge individual and collective
identities (Bahrampour, 1999). They provide frameworks for understanding and interpreting the world,
assign meaning to events and phenomena, and function as potent tools for the exercise of power. This
study highlights the dynamic and ever-evolving nature of discourses, with language serving as the primary
medium for their creation, transmission, and transformation.

This study demonstrates that neo-modernist political Islam represents a complex attempt to
reconcile Islamic principles with the realities and demands of the modern world. This approach emerged
as a distinct intellectual and political force in the late 20th and early 21st centuries, particularly in the
wake of the Iranian Revolution and subsequent political developments in other Muslim-majority countries
(Rezvan, 2019). While acknowledging precursors like Ali Shariati and Abul Ala Maududi, this study
focuses on the contemporary manifestations of neo-modernist political Islam, particularly its association
with movements such as the Muslim Brotherhood and political parties like the Justice and Development
Party in Turkey, which emphasize democracy, human rights, and political participation (Rezvan, 2019).
This study highlights the key distinctions between neo-modernist political Islam and other approaches,
including traditional Islam, radical Islam, and secular Islam.

This study identifies key figures and intellectual sources of neo-modernist Islamic thought, ranging
from the Quran and Hadith to classical Islamic scholarship and the works of influential contemporary
thinkers. This study acknowledges the inherent diversity of viewpoints within neo-modernist political
Islam and its critical engagement with Western liberalism and secularism. It emphasizes the importance
of Sharia in establishing just governance and highlights the movement's frequent critiques of tyranny and
corruption.

This study emphasizes the profound impact of the 1979 Iranian Revolution on Iran's political,
social, economic, and cultural spheres (Besharat, 2017). The shift from monarchy to Islamic republic, the
establishment of new political institutions, the central role of Islam in law and policy, and the significant
changes in foreign relations are all examined. This study also addresses the social and cultural
transformations that followed the revolution.

This study demonstrates that neo-modernist political Islam has continuously evolved, influenced
by a range of factors, including political, social, and cultural developments, as well as its ongoing
engagement with modern and global ideas (Hosseini, 2018). The movement's attempts to reconcile Islamic
principles with modern concepts like democracy, human rights, and sustainable development are explored.
This study identifies several movements that have sought this reconciliation, including the Muslim
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Brotherhood, various political parties in Turkey, Tunisia's Ennahda movement, and Pakistan's Jamaat-e-
Islami.
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