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In contemporary societies, the role of social capital in the political socialization
of students is central to political discourse. Education, as the custodian of the
political system and a pivotal factor in political development, serves as the
primary agent for the political socialization of adolescents and youth within the
framework of national political culture. This study examines the role of social
capital in the political socialization of students in the education system of
Markazi Province, Iran. When schools succeed in politically socializing
students, a form of harmony and cohesion is fostered between society's
constituents and its leaders, thereby facilitating development. Identifying
factors influencing the political socialization of students is thus essential. This
research employs a survey method to investigate the relationship between two
variables: social capital and political socialization. The statistical population
includes all high school students in Markazi Province, with a sample size of
388 individuals selected through multistage stratified random sampling. Data
collection was conducted using a researcher-designed questionnaire. Findings
indicate a significant positive relationship between the variable of family social
capital and the political socialization of students. Additionally, the variables of
students' communication networks with teachers and peers exhibited weak but
significant relationships with political socialization. The validity of the
guestionnaires was assessed through face validity, and reliability was estimated
using Cronbach's alpha coefficients.

Keywords: Political Socialization, Social Capital, Family, Teachers, Peer
Groups.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

Political socialization, a process through which individuals learn and internalize political norms,
values, and behaviors, is a cornerstone of stable and cohesive societies. In contemporary discourse, the
intersection of social capital and political socialization is increasingly emphasized. Social capital, defined
as the networks, norms, and trust that facilitate coordination and cooperation within a society, plays a
pivotal role in shaping individuals' political outlook and engagement (Cohen, 2017; Putnam, 1967; Putnam,
1993).

The education system, particularly schools, serves as a primary venue for political socialization,
acting as a bridge between individual development and national political culture. In Iran, the Ministry of
Education is a key institutional actor in this domain, tasked with fostering political awareness,
participation, and alignment with national values among students (Alagheband, 2007). However, the degree
to which schools succeed in this mission often depends on external factors, including family background,
peer relationships, and the broader community context.

This study explores the role of social capital in political socialization, focusing on high school
students in Markazi Province, Iran. Specifically, it investigates how family-based social capital and
networks of communication with teachers and peers contribute to students' political engagement and
awareness. Drawing on foundational theories of social capital and political socialization (Putnam, 1967,
Coleman, 1990), the research hypothesizes that higher levels of social capital correlate positively with
increased political socialization among students.

Methods and Materials

A mixed-method approach, combining survey and quantitative analysis, was employed. The
study's population comprised all high school students in Markazi Province, totaling approximately 45,059
individuals. A sample of 388 students was selected through multistage stratified random sampling. Data
collection involved a researcher-designed questionnaire, which underwent validity assessment through
face validity and reliability testing using Cronbach’s alpha.

Key variables included family social capital and students' communication networks with teachers
and peers, measured against dimensions of political socialization such as political awareness, political
commitment, national and religious identity, political attitudes, and political participation.

Findings

The analysis yielded the following results:

1. Family Social Capital: A significant positive relationship was observed between family social
capital and students' political socialization. The Pearson correlation coefficient was calculated at
0.485, indicating a moderate direct relationship. The p-value was less than 0.001, confirming the
statistical significance of this relationship at the 95% confidence level.

2. Teacher Networks: The relationship between communication with teachers and political
socialization was weak but statistically significant. The Pearson correlation coefficient was 0.103,
with a p-value of 0.015, also confirming significance at the 95% confidence level.

3. Peer Networks: Similarly, peer networks showed a weak but significant positive correlation with
political socialization. The Pearson correlation coefficient for this relationship was 0.114, with a
p-value of 0.009, reinforcing its statistical significance.
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Overall, 55.5% of the students demonstrated moderate levels of political socialization, 14.4%
exhibited high levels, and 30.1% had low levels. Among the various dimensions of political socialization:
« Political Awareness: This dimension had the highest frequency of students scoring in the "high"
category.
« Political Participation: This dimension was the weakest, with the lowest number of students
scoring in the "high™ category.

In summary, family social capital emerged as the most influential factor, while networks with
teachers and peers played lesser roles in shaping the political socialization of students.

Discussion and Conclusion

The findings underscore the critical role of family-based social capital in shaping students' political
socialization. Consistent with previous studies (Ghaffari, 2008), the data suggest that families serve as
primary agents of political education, providing the trust, norms, and networks necessary for fostering
political engagement.

While school-based networks with teachers and peers contribute to political socialization, their
influence appears secondary to that of the family. This aligns with theoretical perspectives emphasizing
the foundational role of early socialization within familial contexts (Mehri, 2005). The relatively weak
correlations associated with school networks may reflect institutional or cultural barriers to political
discourse within educational settings.

From a policy perspective, these findings highlight the need for integrated strategies that leverage
both familial and institutional resources to enhance political socialization. Efforts to strengthen family
engagement in political education, coupled with initiatives to foster more dynamic and participatory
environments in schools, could yield significant benefits. For example, incorporating civic education into
school curricula and encouraging dialogue between students and educators on political topics could bridge
the current gaps in school-based socialization (Israel et al., 2001).

Future research should investigate the interplay of social capital and political socialization in
diverse socio-cultural contexts, considering variables such as socio-economic status and regional
disparities. Expanding the scope of analysis to include other stakeholders, such as policymakers and
community leaders, may also provide valuable insights into optimizing political socialization processes.

In conclusion, the study reaffirms the centrality of social capital, particularly familial ties, in
political socialization. As Iran continues to navigate complex political and social transformations,
empowering youth through enhanced social capital and education systems remains a vital pathway to
national cohesion and development.
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