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CrossMark

This article analyzes the political sub-discourses of Kurdish political forces
during the first two decades following the Islamic Revolution, employing the
discourse analysis method of Laclau and Mouffe. It examines the discursive
system of two Kurdish sub-discourses in this period, shaped by the deepening
of the ethnic divide resulting from the policies of the Islamic Republic,
particularly with the onset of the imposed war and the pursuit of a specific type
of nationalism by the government. Furthermore, it seeks to analyze the
discursive transformations of Kurdish political sub-discourses influenced by
the overlapping effects of religious and class divides on the ethnic divide within
the framework of Stein Rokkan’s social cleavage theory, which views
significant historical events as factors contributing to the emergence and
intensification of cleavages. This study employs discourse analysis as the
research method, with Stein Rokkan’s social cleavage theory forming its
theoretical foundation.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

The study, "Ethnic Divide and Its Impact on the Formation of Political Sub-Discourses Among
Iranian Kurds During the First Two Decades of the Islamic Republic,” analyzes how ethnic divisions
shaped political discourses in Iranian Kurdistan. Using Laclau and Mouffe's discourse theory, it examines
the dual interplay of ethnic nationalism and the socio-political transformations within the framework of
Stein Rokkan’s social cleavage theory. This duality provides a lens to assess the depth of identity-based
divisions, especially as they intersected with religious and class disparities during the formative years of
the Islamic Republic.

This research adopts Laclau and Mouffe's discourse analysis, which extends beyond linguistic
structures to interpret socio-political narratives. The theoretical underpinnings lie in Rokkan’s cleavage
theory, which posits that critical historical junctures deepen societal divides. The first two decades post-
revolution represent a turbulent period for Iranian Kurds, marked by overlapping ethnic, religious, and
class cleavages. These cleavages were exacerbated by policies of the Islamic Republic, which sought to
reinforce a specific type of nationalism, thereby sidelining ethnic diversity and autonomy aspirations
(Rokkan, 1970).

Discourse analysis serves as the primary method for examining Kurdish political sub-discourses.
This approach facilitates an understanding of how discursive articulations, such as the centrality of ethnic
nationalism, emerged and evolved. The study focuses on how Kurdish identity politics were influenced
by external pressures, including the imposed war and state policies favoring Persian-centric nationalism.
Through textual and contextual analysis, the research deciphers the role of ethnic and religious cleavages
in shaping political ideologies.

The research identifies two distinct Kurdish sub-discourses during the early Islamic Republic: one
grounded in ethnic nationalism and another in Marxist and religious ideologies. The Democratic Party of
Iranian Kurdistan (PDKI) emphasized autonomy and cultural preservation, standing as the primary
nationalist force. Simultaneously, Marxist and Islamic factions, including the Komala Party and the Quran
School Movement, sought to address broader socio-economic grievances while navigating their positions
within Kurdish identity politics (Ahmadi, 2008; Mustafa Amin, 1998). However, the state's refusal to
acknowledge Kurdish autonomy and its imposition of religious homogeneity further entrenched ethnic
divisions (Lipset & Stein, 1967).

The interplay between central government policies and Kurdish political movements illustrates a
complex discursive landscape. The imposition of Shi’a-centric policies marginalized Sunni-majority
Kurdish regions, deepening both ethnic and religious divides. This marginalization fostered a convergence
of class-based and ethnic grievances, amplifying resistance. Despite these challenges, the study highlights
moments of intra-Kurdish dialogue and cooperation, which were pivotal in shaping collective resistance
against centralized hegemony (Kadivar, 2018; Koohi-Kamali, 2003).

This research underscores the enduring influence of ethnic and social cleavages on Kurdish
political discourses in Iran. By contextualizing these discourses within broader theoretical frameworks, it
contributes to the understanding of how sub-national identities navigate state-imposed narratives. The
findings emphasize the need for inclusive policies that address ethnic, religious, and socio-economic
disparities to mitigate future conflicts.
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