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The October Revolution of Russia was the most significant event that occurred
in the early 20th century. Over time, with the establishment of the new Soviet
government, consolidation of power, and its transformation from a mere
revolution into an established power, the Russian Revolution's reflection and
impact on Iran underwent changes in the economic, political, and military
spheres. On the one hand, a relationship between the two governments, namely
Iran and Russia, was formed, with all the obligations and necessities of two
established governments that had shared political, military, and economic
interests. Despite the 1905 revolution in Russia, the Tsarist Russian
government continued to play its colonial role in Iran. This article seeks to
answer the question: "What were the political, economic, and military impacts
and reflections of the Russian Revolution in Iran from 1917 to 1941?" In
response to this question, the present study employs a descriptive-analytical
method, common in the humanities and historical studies, to gather data from
library sources and note-taking regarding the period between 1917 and 1941.
The results of the research indicate that the 1917 Russian Revolution led to
fundamental changes in the country's foreign policy. For a brief period, the
leaders of this revolution sought to promote new slogans in an attempt to
reduce the public animosity towards Russia in other countries and to create the
conditions for international recognition of their government.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

The October Revolution of Russia stands as a pivotal event in the early 20th century,
fundamentally altering the political landscape not only within Russia but also across its neighboring
regions. This study delves into the impact of the Russian Revolution on Iran’s political, economic, and
military developments between 1917 and 1941. The revolution's ideological and practical repercussions
resonated deeply within Iran, a nation already grappling with the decline of the Qajar dynasty and
increasing foreign influence. The interplay between revolutionary fervor and existing socio-political
dynamics in Iran created a unique environment for significant transformation. This paper employs a
descriptive-analytical methodology, utilizing historical records and scholarly sources to elucidate the
complex interactions between Russian revolutionary ideals and Iranian national interests during this
tumultuous period.

The backdrop of Iran's susceptibility to the Russian Revolution is rooted in its colonial and
exploitative history under the Qajar monarchy. The fall of the Qajar regime instilled hope among Iranians
for improved living conditions and greater political autonomy (Lavasani, 1984). Additionally, longstanding
economic challenges and socio-political issues had already prompted substantial Iranian migration to the
Caucasus region, fostering close ties with revolutionary forces. These Iranian expatriates maintained
robust connections with their homeland, actively participating in political and ideological activities that
shaped the revolutionary landscape (Hedayat, 1984). The Constitutional Revolution of Iran, which
preceded the Russian Revolution, further intertwined the destinies of Iranians in the Caucasus and their
counterparts in Iran, laying the groundwork for the diffusion of socialist and Marxist ideologies (Chehabi,
1990).

The success of the Bolshevik Revolution in 1917 ignited a beacon of hope among Iranian
intellectuals and political activists. The Bolsheviks’ promises of social justice, economic reform, and
national self-determination resonated with a populace weary of foreign domination and internal strife.
However, this optimism was not universal. Opponents of the new Soviet ideology viewed the spread of
Bolshevik principles as a direct threat to Iran’s sovereignty and national interests. These dissenting voices
argued that the revolutionary rhetoric was inherently anti-Iranian and detrimental to the country’s stability
(Ansari, 1968; Carr, 1992). Concurrently, British imperial interests in Iran sought to mitigate the influence
of the Russian Revolution by reinforcing their own colonial foothold and preventing the proliferation of
Soviet-aligned movements within Iran (Nikitin, 1984).

Britain’s strategic maneuvers were aimed at exploiting the power vacuum left by the weakening
of Tsarist Russia. The British government sought to secure its political, military, and economic interests
by limiting Soviet influence and ensuring that Iran remained within its sphere of control. This geopolitical
contest was further complicated by the historical ambitions of Tsarist Russia, which, contrary to Britain’s
primarily economic objectives, pursued territorial expansion in Iran, particularly in the Caspian and
Persian Gulf regions. The dual policies of the Persian Constitutional Revolution—one opposing Russian
expansionism and advocating for democratic governance, and the other inadvertently facilitating Soviet
influence—highlight the intricate balance of internal and external pressures shaping Iran’s trajectory
during this period (Brinton, 1987; Nikitin, 1984).

The revolutionary waves that swept through Russia in 1905 and 1917 had profound ripple effects
on Iran’s internal movements. The 1905 Russian Revolution, though primarily a liberal-democratic
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uprising, planted the seeds of political consciousness and resistance against autocratic rule within Iran.
Although the immediate outcomes of the 1905 revolution were limited in Russia, its ideological legacy
significantly influenced Iranian constitutionalists who sought to emulate similar reforms (Kerensky, 2003).
The subsequent Bolshevik Revolution of 1917, with its more radical socialist agenda, catalyzed three
distinct revolutionary movements within Iran—northwest, north, and northeast regions—each reflecting
varying degrees of alignment with Bolshevik principles. These movements underscored the diverse
responses to Soviet ideology, ranging from fervent support to staunch opposition, thereby shaping Iran’s
political landscape in nuanced ways.

The establishment of the Soviet Union introduced a new dynamic in Iran-Russia relations. As the
Soviet government consolidated power and transformed from a revolutionary entity into a stable state
apparatus, its policies towards Iran became more strategic and calculated. The Soviet Union’s recognition
of Iran’s sovereignty contrasted sharply with the imperialistic tendencies of Tsarist Russia, creating
opportunities for diplomatic engagement and economic cooperation. However, the Soviet Union also
sought to export its revolutionary ideals, fostering socialist movements and political alliances within Iran
to extend its influence. This dual approach of diplomatic engagement and ideological propagation led to
significant shifts in Iran’s foreign policy, economic strategies, and military alignments as the nation
navigated the complexities of Cold War-era geopolitics (Ansari, 1968; Bastani Parizi, 1978; Behnam, 2004).

The interplay between British and Soviet interests in Iran during this period also had profound
implications for Iran’s internal stability and development. British efforts to dominate Iran’s political and
economic spheres often clashed with Soviet attempts to promote socialist governance and anti-imperialist
sentiments. This geopolitical tug-of-war exacerbated existing tensions within Iran, leading to political
fragmentation and economic volatility. The Iranian government’s responses to these external pressures
involved balancing diplomatic relations, negotiating economic concessions, and addressing internal
dissent fueled by both foreign influences and domestic grievances. Consequently, the period from 1917
to 1941 was marked by significant political upheaval, economic restructuring, and military modernization
efforts, all of which were intricately linked to the broader context of the Russian Revolution’s legacy.

In conclusion, the Russian Revolution exerted a profound and enduring influence on Iran’s
political, economic, and military developments between 1917 and 1941. The ideological currents
emanating from Russia’s tumultuous transformation intersected with Iran’s quest for modernization and
national sovereignty, resulting in a complex interplay of cooperation and conflict. While the Soviet
Union’s rise offered new opportunities for diplomatic and economic engagement, it also posed challenges
to Iran’s autonomy and internal cohesion. Understanding the nuanced impacts of the Russian Revolution
on Iran provides valuable insights into the broader dynamics of Middle Eastern geopolitics and the
enduring legacy of early 20th-century revolutionary movements. Future research should continue to
explore the multifaceted relationships between revolutionary ideologies and national developments to
fully comprehend their long-term implications on regional and global scales.
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