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Taleghani was among those who played a significant role in shaping the
ideological foundations of the revolutionary movement alongside Imam
Khomeini, mobilizing the masses and organizing revolutionary activists.
Taleghani's intellectual framework was rooted in the discourse of revolutionary
Islam, perceiving Islam as a comprehensive and complete religion. His political
thought emphasized that the selection of rulers is the people's right, and they
have the authority to choose their path in both worlds. Morteza Motahhari
regarded Islam as a symbol of democracy characterized by features such as
freedom, public political participation, and the people's right to choose.
Influenced by Imam Khomeini, Motahhari viewed democracy as an ideal
model, originating from justice. Based on his religious beliefs, he supported
religious democracy while rejecting liberal democracy. Both Martyr Motahhari
and Ayatollah Taleghani emphasized freedom, justice, and consultation (shura)
as foundational principles of democracy. Ayatollah Taleghani held a profound
and unwavering belief in consultation, as he considered it integral to fostering
a democratic spirit within a political system.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

The ideological contributions of Seyyed Mahmoud Taleghani and Morteza Motahhari highlight a
nuanced understanding of democracy rooted in Islamic values. Taleghani’s perspective was heavily
influenced by the socio-political turmoil of his time, particularly the struggles of post-constitutional Iran.
His vision of democracy emphasized consultation (‘shura’), freedom, and justice as pivotal principles.
Taleghani viewed the election of rulers as a divine yet people-centric mandate, advocating for a system
where individuals are empowered to choose their paths in both worldly and spiritual domains (Naeini &
Taleghani, 1979). Motahhari, similarly inspired by the teachings of Islam, considered democracy an ideal
derived from justice. His critique of liberal democracy stemmed from his belief in the necessity of
integrating spiritual and material dimensions of governance, advocating for a religious democracy
underpinned by public participation and freedom (Motahhari, 1995). Both intellectuals underscored the
centrality of justice, liberty, and people’s participation as cornerstones of a democratic Islamic system.

The theoretical framework of democracy in the context of Islam has deep historical roots.
Democracy, originating from ancient Greece, has evolved into various forms, including direct,
representative, and liberal democracy (Beetham & Boyle, 2000). Motahhari and Taleghani’s interpretations
align more closely with participatory models, emphasizing collective decision-making while
incorporating Islamic jurisprudence as a guiding principle. This approach reflects a distinctive blend of
traditional and modern political thought, resonating with contemporary debates on the role of religion in
governance. Taleghani’s historical experiences shaped his belief in the primacy of individual choice,
positing that even incorrect choices are instrumental in fostering a politically mature society. His ideas on
governance emphasized the importance of empowering individuals to make decisions, thereby enabling
long-term societal growth (Naeini & Taleghani, 1979).

Motahhari’s critique of secular governance highlighted the inherent contradictions in divorcing
religion from politics. He viewed Islam as a comprehensive framework encompassing spiritual, social,
and political dimensions. By advocating for a governance model that intertwines ethical values with
political structures, Motahhari provided a counter-narrative to Western liberal democracies. His assertion
that democracy should be grounded in divine justice underscores the unique intersection of faith and
politics in his thought (Motahhari, 1996). Unlike liberal democracy, which he criticized for prioritizing
individualism over collective welfare, Motahhari’s model sought to harmonize individual rights with
communal responsibilities, rooted in Islamic teachings (Moharramkhani, 2015).

The article also examines the broader implications of integrating religion and democracy, drawing
from historical and theoretical analyses. It challenges the dichotomy often posed between these two
constructs, arguing that they can coexist harmoniously within a framework of religious democracy. This
synthesis requires redefining traditional democratic principles through the lens of Islamic values, as
exemplified by Taleghani and Motahhari. Their approaches demonstrate that democracy need not be
secular to be effective; instead, it can derive legitimacy and moral guidance from religious doctrines (Tajik,
2006). Taleghani’s unwavering commitment to consultation and public participation reflects his belief in
the transformative power of inclusive governance. Similarly, Motahhari’s emphasis on justice as the
cornerstone of governance illustrates his vision of a system where ethical considerations underpin political
decisions (Motahhari, 1998).
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The discussion extends to the practical aspects of implementing religious democracy, focusing on
the roles of leadership, public participation, and constitutional frameworks. Both thinkers recognized the
critical importance of engaging the populace in decision-making processes while ensuring that governance
adheres to Islamic principles. This dual commitment to divine guidance and public accountability
represents a unique approach to democracy, challenging conventional Western paradigms. The study
underscores that religious democracy, as envisioned by Taleghani and Motahhari, is not merely a
theoretical construct but a viable alternative for societies seeking to reconcile faith and modernity.

In conclusion, the comparative analysis of Taleghani and Motahhari’s political thought reveals a
profound synergy between religion and democracy. Their intellectual contributions offer valuable insights
into constructing governance models that are both ethically grounded and participatory. By emphasizing
justice, freedom, and consultation, they provide a framework for integrating Islamic values with
democratic principles, addressing the unique socio-political challenges of Islamic societies. This study not
only enriches the discourse on religious democracy but also highlights its potential to serve as a model for
equitable and inclusive governance in the modern era.
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