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CrossMark

Immortality is one of the fundamental concepts in various religions and mythologies,
interpreted in different ways. In Pahlavi texts, immortality is presented as part of the
cosmic order (Asha) and the ultimate goal of human life, whereas in myths such as
Gilgamesh, this concept is represented in an individual and material form. This study
aims to analyze the concept of immortality in Pahlavi texts and compare it with the
Gilgamesh myth and other cultures, exploring diverse perspectives on this notion. The
research methodology involves a qualitative content analysis of Pahlavi texts
(Dénkard, Bundahisn, Ménog 1t Xrad) along with a comparative study of the Gilgamesh
myth. Additionally, reputable sources on Egyptian and Greek cultures have been
utilized to complement the analysis. The findings of this study indicate that, in Pahlavi
texts, immortality is not merely an individual aspiration but is framed as part of a
cosmic objective. This concept is actualized through the interaction between humans,
nature, and divine forces in processes such as Frashkart (Renovation). In contrast, in
the Gilgamesh myth, immortality is depicted as a material and personal desire that
remains unattainable for humans. The study also highlights the role of natural symbols
such as the Tree of Life, the Water of Life, and Haoma in achieving immortality within
Iranian culture. Immortality in Pahlavi texts is examined not only as an individual goal
but within a broader social and cosmic framework. By comparing this concept with
those of other cultures, this study underscores the differences in perspectives on
immortality and humanity’s place in the world.

Keywords: Immortality, Pahlavi Texts, Gilgamesh Myth, Frashkart, Cosmic Order
(Asha)
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

The concept of immortality has been a subject of profound interest in various religious and
mythological traditions, manifesting in diverse ways depending on the sociocultural and theological
contexts. In the Pahlavi texts of Zoroastrianism, immortality is depicted as an integral aspect of cosmic
order (Asha) and the ultimate goal of human existence, deeply interwoven with notions of eschatology,
resurrection, and the final renovation of the world (Frashkart). Unlike the materialistic and individualistic
pursuit of immortality seen in Mesopotamian mythology—yparticularly in the Epic of Gilgamesh, where
the hero's quest for eternal life remains unfulfilled—Zoroastrian texts frame immortality as a collective
and spiritual journey, emphasizing the moral and cosmic responsibilities of humankind (Azarfar, 2010).
This study employs a qualitative content analysis of Pahlavi texts such as Dénkard, Bundahisn, and Menog
i Xrad, alongside a comparative examination of the Epic of Gilgamesh and sources from Egyptian and
Greek traditions. The analysis reveals that Pahlavi texts distinguish between spiritual and bodily
immortality, both of which are achievable through righteous actions and adherence to divine laws, as
opposed to the futile individual struggle for immortality portrayed in Gilgamesh (Christensen, 2008).
Furthermore, elements such as the Tree of Life, the Water of Life, and the sacred drink Haoma are
identified as essential symbols of immortality within Zoroastrian tradition, each playing a role in the
eventual triumph of good over evil and the restoration of cosmic order (Dustkhah, 1991).

The theological framework of Zoroastrianism presents immortality as a two-fold process
encompassing both the resurrection of the body and the eternal survival of the soul. The concept of
resurrection (Ristax&z) is a fundamental tenet of Zoroastrian eschatology, wherein the dead are revived at
the end of time through divine intervention, signifying the ultimate victory of Ahura Mazda over Angra
Mainyu (Ahriman). In Dénkard, this event is described as a culmination of cosmic justice, in which the
righteous will be rewarded with eternal life while the wicked will face purification in molten metal, a
symbolic representation of moral reckoning (Azarfar, 2010). Similarly, Bundahisn elaborates on the role
of the Saoshyants—Zoroastrian saviors—who will lead humanity towards the final renovation of the
world, thereby facilitating the realization of immortality through collective salvation (Bahar, 2013). In
contrast, The Epic of Gilgamesh portrays a fundamentally different approach to immortality, one in which
the protagonist's quest for eternal life is ultimately met with disillusionment, reinforcing the notion that
everlasting existence is reserved for the gods alone (Fouladvand, 2001). This divergence underscores the
distinctive Zoroastrian perspective, which positions immortality not as an unattainable dream but as an
achievable state through moral conduct and cosmic participation.

A critical aspect of Pahlavi texts is their emphasis on the symbiotic relationship between humans
and the divine in achieving immortality. Unlike Mesopotamian, Egyptian, and Greek traditions, which
often depict immortality as a privilege granted to a select few—whether through divine lineage, heroic
endeavors, or ritualistic preparations—Zoroastrianism advocates a more inclusive and ethical model.
Menog 1 Xrad asserts that wisdom and righteous actions lead to spiritual immortality, highlighting the
importance of free will in shaping one's destiny (Farahvashi, 2011). Additionally, Bundahisn and Denkard
emphasize the significance of natural elements such as the Haoma plant, which is believed to confer
longevity and divine insight, reinforcing the connection between nature, spirituality, and eternal life
(Dustkhah, 1991). This approach aligns closely with Egyptian beliefs, as seen in The Book of the Dead,
where meticulous rituals and ethical purity determine the fate of the soul in the afterlife (Ashrafi, 2001).
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However, unlike the Egyptian tradition, which places heavy reliance on mortuary rites and magical
incantations, Zoroastrianism underscores personal virtue and social responsibility as prerequisites for
achieving immortality.

The comparative analysis also highlights the role of symbolic representations of immortality across
different cultures. In The Epic of Gilgamesh, the Plant of Life functions as the key to eternal existence but
is ultimately lost due to human fallibility, reinforcing the theme of mortality's inevitability (Fouladvand,
2001). Conversely, in Pahlavi texts, the Tree of All Seeds (Vourukasha), growing in the midst of the
cosmic sea, represents the perpetual renewal of life and the accessibility of immortality to those who align
themselves with divine order (Bahar, 2013). Similarly, the Water of Life in Persian mythology, akin to the
Holy Nile in Egyptian cosmology, serves as a source of purification and renewal, further emphasizing the
belief in the interconnectedness of nature and divine sustenance (Ashrafi, 2001). In Greek mythology, the
ambrosia of the gods confers immortality upon the Olympian deities, yet remains out of reach for mortals,
paralleling the unattainability of eternal life in Mesopotamian tradition (Malekian, 2009). These symbolic
elements illustrate fundamental cultural attitudes toward life, death, and the afterlife, with Pahlavi texts
uniquely portraying immortality as both a personal and cosmic obligation rather than an exclusive divine
privilege.

Another essential dimension of immortality in Zoroastrian thought is its role in cosmic renewal
(Frashkart). Unlike the Egyptian and Mesopotamian views, which often emphasize the continuity of the
afterlife as a linear progression, Zoroastrianism envisions immortality as a dynamic process involving the
complete restoration of the universe. Dénkard describes this event as the final purification of existence,
wherein all souls will be resurrected and evil will be eradicated, ensuring the triumph of divine justice
(Azarfar, 2010). This contrasts sharply with The Epic of Gilgamesh, where the hero's failure to attain
immortality signifies the inescapability of death and the transient nature of human accomplishments
(Fouladvand, 2001). Furthermore, Greek mythology, while acknowledging the potential for heroic
transcendence (as seen in the apotheosis of figures like Heracles), predominantly maintains the separation
between divine immortality and mortal limitation (Malekian, 2009). In contrast, Zoroastrianism presents
immortality as an accessible goal, deeply interwoven with ethical living, social harmony, and cosmic
renewal.

In conclusion, this study demonstrates that the concept of immortality in Pahlavi texts diverges
significantly from its counterparts in Mesopotamian, Egyptian, and Greek traditions. While The Epic of
Gilgamesh portrays immortality as an elusive and unattainable goal, and Egyptian beliefs emphasize
ritualistic preparation for the afterlife, Zoroastrianism frames immortality as a moral and cosmic
imperative. Through principles such as resurrection, cosmic renovation, and the sanctification of natural
elements, Zoroastrian texts offer a holistic vision of eternal life that is deeply embedded in ethical conduct
and universal justice. The study of Pahlavi texts thus provides valuable insights into ancient Persian
perspectives on immortality, emphasizing its distinctiveness in global religious discourse. By comparing
these narratives with those from Mesopotamia, Egypt, and Greece, this research underscores the diverse
interpretations of immortality across cultures, while highlighting the unique Zoroastrian contribution to
the philosophical and theological understanding of eternal existence.
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