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During recent decades, the country has faced unrest, and the system, through
continuous and multilateral efforts, has managed these incidents.
Unfortunately, within the framework of security governance, these activities
have been neglected and neither identified nor enumerated, which constitutes
the problem addressed by this research. Today, in all countries—even in
developed ones—disagreements and conflicts between the government and the
people are commonplace. However, the crucial point is how opposition is
expressed, demands are voiced, crises are managed, and how the system
decides and responds to these demands. If the recent riots and unrest are
examined from the perspective of the types of actors involved, one encounters
various groups of actors, each motivated by specific objectives and employing
particular methods. Nevertheless, the interplay and complexity among
different variables—alongside driving factors and provocative elements—have
transformed the actors’ actions from parallel endeavors into convergence,
synergy, and cohesion, ultimately positioning them in conflict with the
system’s values and structures. A proper understanding of the demands,
objectives, and methods of each group of actors can assist decision-makers in
selecting appropriate responses—whether to address legitimate demands
correctly and logically or to confront and counter illegitimate excesses.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

In recent years, the emergence of new terrorist groups has posed a significant threat to national
security in the Islamic Republic of Iran. These groups operate in a complex geopolitical landscape where
domestic, regional, and international factors converge to shape the patterns of extremism and violence.
The present study investigates the structural and ideological dynamics of these emerging terrorist groups,
their recruitment strategies, and the broader implications for national security. The theoretical framework
of this study is based on an integrated approach that considers psychological, social, economic, cultural,
and political factors contributing to the rise of terrorism. The analysis suggests that while terrorism has
traditionally been perceived as a reaction to foreign intervention or economic deprivation, contemporary
terrorist organizations leverage ideological narratives and digital platforms to recruit members across
diverse demographic backgrounds (Poursaid, 2014). Moreover, the study highlights that terrorism today is
no longer a localized phenomenon but an outcome of transnational networks that sustain insurgency
through funding, training, and ideological dissemination.

From a psychological perspective, research indicates that terrorist groups exploit feelings of social
alienation, personal grievances, and identity crises to recruit members (Karimi Malah & Garshasbi, 2017).
Individuals who perceive themselves as victims of marginalization or oppression often seek validation
and a sense of belonging through radical organizations. This phenomenon is particularly evident among
young recruits who experience socio-political disillusionment and a lack of upward mobility in their
societies. Moreover, ideological radicalization often occurs in stages, beginning with exposure to
extremist content online, progressing through ideological mentorship, and culminating in direct
participation in terrorist activities. The study emphasizes that governments must implement counter-
radicalization programs that address the psychological vulnerabilities exploited by terrorist organizations
(Ali, 2017). Preventative measures such as community engagement, educational reforms, and mental health
interventions can play a crucial role in mitigating the appeal of extremist ideologies.

At the societal level, terrorism is closely linked to ethnic and sectarian divisions that exacerbate
conflict and weaken national cohesion. In the case of Iran, emerging terrorist groups have sought to exploit
historical grievances among ethnic minorities to fuel separatist movements and insurgency. Previous
studies have demonstrated that ethnic conflicts often serve as catalysts for terrorist recruitment,
particularly in regions where governmental control is weak and socio-economic disparities are pronounced
(Amiri & Alifallah Nejad, 2016). Terrorist organizations capitalize on these divisions by portraying
themselves as defenders of marginalized communities against state oppression. This strategic framing not
only enhances their legitimacy but also enables them to gain local support for their operations. The
findings suggest that fostering national unity through inclusive governance, equitable economic policies,
and interethnic dialogue can serve as effective countermeasures against terrorist propaganda.

The economic dimension of terrorism is another critical factor in understanding the proliferation
of extremist groups. Economic deprivation, unemployment, and financial instability create fertile ground
for terrorist recruitment, as individuals facing economic hardships are more susceptible to radicalization.
The study explores how terrorist organizations exploit economic vulnerabilities by offering financial
incentives, employment opportunities, and social welfare programs to recruit new members. Empirical
evidence suggests that poverty alone does not drive terrorism, but rather the combination of economic
inequality and perceived injustice fuels violent extremism (Esposito, 2015). Additionally, the research
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highlights the role of illicit economies in sustaining terrorist networks. Drug trafficking, arms smuggling,
and money laundering provide terrorist groups with substantial financial resources to fund their
operations. To counter this threat, governments must implement economic development programs, job
creation initiatives, and financial intelligence mechanisms to disrupt the financial supply chains of terrorist
organizations.

From a cultural and ideological standpoint, global trends such as digital radicalization and religious
extremism have transformed the landscape of terrorism. The rise of social media and encrypted messaging
platforms has enabled terrorist groups to disseminate propaganda, recruit members, and coordinate attacks
with unprecedented efficiency. The study underscores the importance of media literacy and digital
counter-narratives in combating online radicalization (Todenhofer, 2016). Furthermore, the ideological
foundations of extremist groups often draw from radical interpretations of religious texts, which
necessitate scholarly engagement and theological counter-arguments to challenge extremist narratives.
The findings suggest that religious institutions, scholars, and policymakers must collaborate to promote
moderate interpretations of faith that reject violence and extremism. By fostering a culture of critical
thinking and religious tolerance, societies can build resilience against the ideological influence of terrorist
organizations.

At the political level, the study examines how regional power dynamics and foreign interventions
influence the emergence and expansion of terrorist groups. Geopolitical rivalries, proxy conflicts, and
state-sponsored terrorism have contributed to the proliferation of extremist movements in the Middle East.
The research highlights how foreign policies, particularly those involving military interventions and
regime change operations, have often had unintended consequences that exacerbate instability and
terrorism (Atwan, 2016). The study also addresses the role of weak governance and political repression in
fostering terrorism. Authoritarian regimes that suppress political dissent and civil liberties inadvertently
drive opposition movements underground, where they become more susceptible to radicalization. The
research suggests that democratic governance, political inclusion, and diplomatic conflict resolution
strategies are essential for mitigating the conditions that give rise to terrorism. By fostering political
participation and addressing grievances through nonviolent means, governments can reduce the appeal of
terrorist organizations.

In conclusion, the study presents a multidimensional analysis of the threats posed by emerging
terrorist groups to the national security of Iran. By examining the psychological, social, economic,
cultural, and political factors that contribute to terrorism, the research provides a comprehensive
understanding of the mechanisms through which extremist organizations operate. The findings emphasize
the need for a holistic counterterrorism strategy that combines security measures with socio-economic and
ideological interventions. Preventing radicalization, disrupting terrorist networks, and addressing the root
causes of extremism require coordinated efforts at the national and international levels. Ultimately, the
success of counterterrorism policies depends on their ability to balance security concerns with human
rights and democratic principles, ensuring that efforts to combat terrorism do not inadvertently undermine
the very values they seek to protect.
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