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CrossMark

Government policy-making in the cultural sphere varies depending on their
definition of culture and their approach to cultural excellence, leading to
diverse orientations. The primary objective of cultural policy-making is to
control or direct culture. One of the domains both influenced by culture and
influencing it, which has consistently been of interest to governments, is
cyberspace. Therefore, it is essential to adopt a cultural policy model for user
engagement in cyberspace that aligns with and is based on the Islamic-Iranian
culture. The main objective of this study is to explain the components and
approaches through which the key challenges and obstacles to Iran’s cultural
policy-making in cyberspace can be identified. This research evaluates the
influential components of Iran’s cultural policy-making in cyberspace. The
present article employs a descriptive-analytical method and utilizes library
sources. The research hypothesis posits that the cultural policy-making strategy
in cyberspace is based on a gradual incremental change approach, shaped by
obstacles such as the lack of efficient communication management, disregard
for new global trends, and the failure to employ analyzable and assessable
modern tools. The findings of the study indicate that parallel and misaligned
policy-making institutions, the lack of connection between policy-making
bodies and academic and research communities in this field, and the adoption
of repressive approaches are among the key challenges and obstacles to Iran’s
cultural policy-making in cyberspace. Additionally, the cyberspace policy-
making strategy can be revised and improved based on effective
communication management, attention to contemporary cultural issues, and
the utilization of modern virtual tools within a collaborative approach.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

The rapid expansion of cyberspace and digital technologies has introduced significant challenges
and opportunities for cultural policymaking in Iran. Cultural policies in the virtual space must align with
the country's Islamic-Iranian identity while addressing the global trends that shape user behavior. The
present study examines the key components influencing Iran's cultural policymaking in cyberspace.
Cultural policymaking in Iran is marked by an incremental change approach, wherein policymaking
strategies evolve gradually in response to internal and external pressures. The study identifies several key
challenges that hinder effective policymaking, including inefficient communication management, a lack
of integration between cultural policies and global digital trends, and the absence of modern analytical
tools for policy assessment. These challenges have resulted in the adoption of repressive policies that limit
user engagement rather than fostering a dynamic and interactive cultural space. The study underscores the
necessity of integrating modern technological tools with cultural policymaking frameworks to ensure
more effective governance in the digital domain (Pour Asarian et al., 2019). It also highlights the importance
of recognizing the role of social media and digital platforms in shaping cultural narratives. Without a clear
and coherent strategy, cultural policymaking in Iran risks becoming disconnected from the realities of
digital consumption and participation, leading to further inefficiencies and gaps in policy implementation
(Farrokhi, 2019).

The study explores the historical trajectory of Iran’s cyberspace policymaking and its implications
for cultural governance. Over the past two decades, Iran's government has largely focused on increasing
internet penetration rates without addressing the broader socio-cultural implications of digital connectivity
(Farhangi & Golshani, 2021). Despite the acknowledgment of cyberspace threats in the mid-2000s,
policymaking remained largely reactive, relying on restrictive measures rather than proactive strategies.
This contrasts with global approaches, where countries like China and the United States have adopted
comprehensive digital policies that balance control with innovation. The Iranian government’s focus on
filtering and access restrictions has yielded short-term results but has failed to address the long-term
cultural shifts occurring due to widespread internet use (Sharifi et al., 2018). Additionally, the study notes
that the absence of collaboration between policy institutions and academic research centers has further
exacerbated inefficiencies in cyberspace governance (Roshendel Arbatani, 2015). As a result, Iran's cultural
policies in cyberspace remain fragmented and inconsistent, preventing the development of a robust
framework that can effectively engage digital users while maintaining cultural integrity (Fayyaz, 2013).

A crucial aspect of cyberspace governance is the role of regulatory institutions in shaping digital
policies. The study identifies multiple overlapping institutions that contribute to a lack of coherence in
policymaking. The establishment of the Supreme Council of Cyberspace in 2012 was intended to
centralize decision-making and address policy fragmentation. However, the council has faced challenges
in asserting its authority over pre-existing institutions, leading to continued jurisdictional disputes (Ameli
& Hasani, 2012). Additionally, legislative bodies such as the Islamic Consultative Assembly have enacted
multiple laws governing digital content, but these regulations often conflict with executive policies
implemented by ministries and regulatory agencies (Ashtarian, 2017). The study suggests that these
institutional conflicts have resulted in delays in implementing effective cultural policies, thereby hindering
Iran’s ability to regulate cyberspace effectively. Moreover, the absence of clear legal frameworks for
emerging digital trends, such as artificial intelligence and blockchain technologies, further complicates
Iran’s cyberspace policymaking efforts (Mazrouei & Kamal Gharibi Mofrad, 2014). Addressing these
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regulatory shortcomings requires a systematic approach that enhances inter-agency coordination and
establishes transparent mechanisms for policy evaluation (Anderson, 2006).

One of the primary obstacles to effective cultural policymaking in Iran’s cyberspace is the absence
of a unified strategy that aligns cultural goals with digital realities. The study highlights that Iran’s
policymakers have struggled to balance state control with the need for an open and participatory digital
culture (Miller & Yddice, 2002). Unlike Western regulatory models, which emphasize user agency and
content diversity, Iran’s approach has focused primarily on surveillance and restriction (Fuchs, 2021). The
study argues that this approach has inadvertently led to an increase in circumvention behaviors among
Iranian users, who frequently utilize virtual private networks (VPNs) and other tools to bypass restrictions
(Turkle, 2022). This pattern of digital resistance demonstrates the limitations of Iran’s restrictive policies
and underscores the need for a more nuanced approach that fosters digital engagement while preserving
cultural values. Furthermore, the lack of investment in domestic digital platforms has exacerbated Iran’s
dependency on foreign platforms, which operate beyond the government’s regulatory reach (Gunkel, 2022).
Without significant policy reforms, Iran risks losing its ability to influence cultural narratives in the digital
domain.

The study also explores alternative models of cultural policymaking that could provide insights
into improving Iran’s regulatory framework. Comparative analyses with other countries indicate that
successful digital policies are those that integrate cultural objectives with technological advancements.
For instance, China has developed a highly sophisticated digital governance model that combines state
oversight with the promotion of domestic digital industries (Jamshidi et al., 2018). This model allows the
government to regulate content while fostering innovation in the tech sector. Similarly, European countries
have implemented digital sovereignty frameworks that prioritize data protection and user rights, ensuring
that cultural policies are aligned with democratic values (Castells, 2021). The study argues that Iran could
benefit from adopting a hybrid model that leverages both regulatory control and digital innovation to
create a more effective cyberspace governance system (Majidi, 2011). Additionally, integrating artificial
intelligence and big data analytics into cultural policymaking could enhance Iran’s ability to track and
respond to digital trends in real time. By adopting a more flexible and technologically adaptive approach,
Iran can develop a cultural policy framework that is both effective and sustainable.

In conclusion, the study underscores the urgent need for a strategic overhaul of Iran’s cyberspace
policymaking. The current fragmented approach has resulted in inefficiencies, regulatory conflicts, and a
disconnect between cultural objectives and digital realities. A more effective policy framework should
focus on fostering collaboration between policymakers, researchers, and digital industry stakeholders to
create a comprehensive and adaptive strategy. Additionally, Iran must invest in developing domestic
digital platforms that align with national cultural values while remaining competitive in the global digital
landscape. The study also highlights the importance of enhancing digital literacy and public engagement
in policymaking to ensure that policies reflect the evolving needs of Iranian internet users. Ultimately, the
success of Iran’s cultural policy in cyberspace will depend on its ability to balance regulatory oversight
with digital innovation, ensuring that cyberspace remains a space for cultural expression and national
identity.
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