Journal Website

Article history:

Received 20 December 2024
Revised 05 Janvary 2025
Accepted 17 Januvary 2025
Published online 18 March 2025

Journal of Social-Political Studies of Iran’s

Culture and History

Volume 3, Issue 5, pp 300-314

Examining the Role and Character of Women in the Political Power
Structure in Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh

Mahsa. Emadi‘®, Mohammd Kazem. Kaveh Pishghadam?*®, Farah. Niazkar *2, Keramatollah. Rasekh*

1 PhD Student, Department of Political Science, Fars Science and Research Branch, Islamic Azad University, Fars, Iran
2 Associate Professor, Department of Political Science, Shiraz Branch, Islamic Azad University, Shiraz, Iran
3 Assistant Professor, Department of Persian Language and Literature, Marvdasht Branch, Islamic Azad University, Marvdasht, Iran
4 Associate Professor, Department of Sociology, Jahrom Branch, Islamic Azad University, Jahrom, Iran

* Corresponding author email address: Pishghadam2008@gmail.com

Article Info

ABSTRACT

Avrticle type:
Original Research

How to cite this article:

Emadi, M., Kaveh Pishghadam, M.
K., Niazkar, F & Rasekh, K. (2024).
Examining the Role and Character of
Women in the Political Power
Structure in Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh.
Journal of Social-Political Studies of
Iran’s Culture and History, 3(5), 300-
314.

®

© 2024 the authors. This is an open
access article under the terms of the
Creative  Commons  Attribution-
NonCommercial 4.0 International
(CC BY-NC 4.0) License.

The objective of this article is to explain the role of women in the political
power structure from the perspective of Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh. The research
method employed in this study is of a library-based nature, utilizing the
technique of content analysis. The theoretical framework applied is
mythological criticism. The findings indicate that the dimensions, indicators,
and components related to women’s roles in Shahnameh are delineated across
three dimensions: the social dimension, which includes three components and
eleven indicators; the political dimension, which consists of two components
and ten indicators; and the personality dimension, which encompasses two
components and nine indicators. Moreover, the results derived from the
analysis of Shahnameh reveal that women in this epic, in addition to
expressing love and feminine emotions toward their heroic spouses,
possessed exceptional power in managing political and military affairs. By
presenting their opinions and suggestions regarding political and
governmental matters, they played both direct and indirect roles in the
political power structure, demonstrating their significant influence within the
political domain.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

The role of women in political power structures has been a subject of significant interest in
literary and historical studies, particularly in the context of classical texts. Ferdowsi's Shahnameh, an
epic poem that chronicles the history of Persia from its mythical beginnings to the Islamic conquest,
offers a rich tapestry of characters, including women who play pivotal roles in the political and social
spheres. This study aims to explore the dimensions of women's roles in the political power structure as
depicted in Shahnameh, focusing on their social, political, and personality traits. The research is
grounded in mythological criticism, a theoretical framework that allows for the analysis of archetypal
characters and their symbolic significance in literature (Naghi, 2011).

The Shahnameh is not merely a historical account but also a reflection of the cultural and social
values of its time. Women in Shahnameh are portrayed as complex figures who, beyond their traditional
roles as wives and mothers, exert significant influence in political and military affairs. This study seeks
to answer the question: "What role did women play in the political power structure in
Ferdowsi's Shahnameh?" By examining the text through the lens of mythological criticism, the research
aims to uncover the archetypal roles of women and their impact on the political landscape of the epic.
The significance of this study lies in its potential to provide a deeper understanding of the historical and
cultural context of women's roles in Persian literature. By analyzing the Shahnameh, this research
contributes to the broader discourse on gender roles in classical texts and offers insights into the societal
norms and values of ancient Persia. Furthermore, the findings of this study can serve as a foundation for
future research on the representation of women in other literary and historical works.

Methods and Materials

This research employs a library-based methodology, utilizing content analysis as the primary
technique for data collection and interpretation. The theoretical framework of mythological criticism is
applied to analyze the text of Shahnameh, focusing on the roles and characteristics of women within the
political power structure. The study identifies three main dimensions of women's roles: social, political,
and personality. Each dimension is further broken down into components and indicators, which are used
to categorize and analyze the data.

Data was collected through a thorough reading of Shahnameh, with specific attention to passages
that highlight the roles of women. The collected data was then coded and categorized according to the
identified dimensions, components, and indicators. This structured approach allows for a systematic
analysis of the text, ensuring that all relevant aspects of women's roles are considered.

Findings

The analysis of Shahnameh reveals that women play multifaceted roles in the political power
structure, with significant influence in both direct and indirect ways. The social dimension highlights
women's roles in maintaining social order, their interactions with male characters, and their ability to
influence societal norms. For example, characters like Sindokht and Katayun are depicted as wise and
influential figures who play crucial roles in shaping the political landscape through their social
interactions.




In the political dimension, women are shown to be active participants in governance and military
affairs. Characters such as Gordafarid and Gordieh demonstrate exceptional leadership and strategic
skills, often advising male leaders and influencing key political decisions. Their involvement in political
matters is not limited to behind-the-scenes influence; they are also depicted as taking direct action in
times of crisis.

The social dimension includes three components and eleven indicators, focusing on women's
roles in societal structures, their interactions with other characters, and their influence on social norms.
The political dimension consists of two components and ten indicators, examining women's direct and
indirect involvement in political decision-making and governance. The personality dimension
encompasses two components and nine indicators, analyzing the personal traits and characteristics of
women in Shahnameh that contribute to their roles in the political power structure.

The personality dimension reveals that women in Shahnameh possess a range of traits that
contribute to their political influence. These traits include intelligence, courage, and strategic thinking,
which enable them to navigate complex political situations effectively. For instance, characters like
Farangis and Katayun are portrayed as both nurturing and politically astute, balancing their traditional
roles with their involvement in governance.

The findings also indicate that women in Shahnameh are not monolithic in their roles; they
exhibit both positive and negative traits, reflecting the complexity of their characters. While some
women are depicted as wise and benevolent leaders, others are shown to be manipulative or driven by
personal ambition. This duality in their portrayal adds depth to their characters and underscores the
nuanced representation of women in the epic.

Discussion and Conclusion

The findings of this study underscore the significant yet complex roles that women play in the
political power structure of Shahnameh. Women are not merely passive figures in the background; they
are active participants in the political and social spheres, wielding influence through both direct and
indirect means. Their roles are shaped by a combination of social expectations, personal traits, and the
specific historical and cultural context of the epic.

The social dimension of women's roles highlights their importance in maintaining societal order
and influencing social norms. Characters like Sindokht and Katayun exemplify the ways in which
women can shape the political landscape through their social interactions and relationships. Their ability
to navigate complex social dynamics and exert influence over male leaders underscores the importance
of their roles in the political power structure.

In the political dimension, women are depicted as key players in governance and military affairs.
Characters such as Gordafarid and Gordieh demonstrate exceptional leadership and strategic skills, often
advising male leaders and influencing key political decisions. Their involvement in political matters is
not limited to behind-the-scenes influence; they are also depicted as taking direct action in times of
crisis. This active participation in political and military affairs challenges traditional gender roles and
highlights the multifaceted nature of women's roles in Shahnameh.

The personality dimension reveals that women in Shahnameh possess a range of traits that
contribute to their political influence. These traits include intelligence, courage, and strategic thinking,
which enable them to navigate complex political situations effectively. For instance, characters like
Farangis and Katayun are portrayed as both nurturing and politically astute, balancing their traditional
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roles with their involvement in governance. This duality in their portrayal adds depth to their characters
and underscores the nuanced representation of women in the epic.

In conclusion, this study demonstrates that women in Shahnameh play crucial roles in the
political power structure, influencing both social and political outcomes through their actions and
decisions. Their portrayal as complex, multifaceted characters challenges traditional gender roles and
offers a more nuanced understanding of women's roles in classical literature. The findings of this study
contribute to the broader discourse on gender roles in literature and provide a foundation for future
research on the representation of women in other literary and historical works.
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