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Women's rights have historically not received adequate attention, especially in
relation to their employment, which necessitates greater focus. This study
investigates the status of women in managerial positions within the Iranian
legal system using a documentary and library-based methodology. The
research analyzes the jurisprudential and legal dimensions of the issue by
utilizing a range of sources, including books, articles, official documents,
reputable domestic and international websites, and interviews with experts.
Within Shiite jurisprudence, the issue of women's governance has been seldom
discussed. Contemporary Imami scholars, based on the requirement of
masculinity (rajuliyyat) for a ruler or guardian (wali), generally do not consider
women eligible to assume the presidency. This argument is particularly linked
to the intersection of judgment (gadha) and guardianship (wilayah), as
judgment is considered a prerequisite for guardianship in Imami jurisprudence.
While women are entitled to participate in many social and legal domains,
including public engagement in various sectors, structural limitations in
practice hinder their participation in managerial positions. Given that the
Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Iran is based on Islamic jurisprudence,
jurisprudential rulings (fatawa) play a decisive role in determining the status of
women in these roles. Ultimately, invoking the principle of ijtihad responsive
to temporal and spatial circumstances, this study aims to promote the status of
women in elected and managerial guardianship positions.

Keywords: Managerial positions, Shiite jurisprudence, women’s rights,
Constitution, structural limitations.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

The issue of women’s participation in managerial and leadership roles has become a prominent
subject of legal and jurisprudential debate in Iran, especially in light of global discussions on gender
equality and sustainable development. Historically, women have faced significant marginalization in the
realm of public service and managerial positions due to entrenched patriarchal interpretations of religious
texts and legal structures. Although women constitute a vital segment of Iran’s social and intellectual
capital—with increasing levels of education, professional achievements, and civic engagement—their
access to high-ranking positions in governance and administration remains severely limited. Shiite
jurisprudence, especially within the Imami tradition, has been traditionally cautious or outright dismissive
of women’s eligibility for political leadership, often citing the requirement of masculinity (rajuliyyat) for
guardianship and judgment as a doctrinal barrier. These jurisprudential positions are rooted in particular
interpretations of Quranic verses and Hadiths, including arguments about women’s supposed deficiency
in intellect or their limited capacity for managing public affairs (Jamshidi, 2018; Roshanfar, 2020). The
overlap between judgment (qadha) and guardianship (wilayah) is critical in these discussions, as women’s
exclusion from the former is used to justify their exclusion from the latter. However, this rigid approach
neglects evolving socio-cultural realities and emerging jurisprudential perspectives that advocate for
contextual ijtihad, emphasizing the relevance of temporal and spatial changes in shaping legal norms
(Araqi, 2019; Sadr Nabavi, 2016).

Methodologically, this study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach supported by extensive
documentary research, including classical texts, scholarly articles, legal documents, and expert interviews.
The primary objective is to assess whether existing legal and jurisprudential frameworks can
accommodate or be reinterpreted to support women’s inclusion in managerial and governance positions.
The analysis demonstrates that despite widespread perceptions of doctrinal opposition, the jurisprudential
foundations are not monolithic. The paper systematically examines both prohibitive and permissive
jurisprudential arguments concerning women’s eligibility for leadership roles. Opponents often refer to
Quranic verses such as Surah Nisa (4:34), which speaks of male guardianship over women, and Surah
Bagarah (2:228), which mentions a degree of advantage for men over women. However, several jurists
argue that these verses pertain specifically to family dynamics rather than public political authority and
should not be generalized to prohibit women’s participation in governance (Haeri, 2000; Javadi Amoli,
1997). Likewise, Hadiths used to disqualify women are critiqued based on their weak chains of narration,
limited scope, or contextual specificity. For instance, the oft-cited narration regarding the failure of a
nation led by a woman is argued to reflect a specific political context rather than a universal principle
(Shamseddin, 1997).

The study also identifies key structural and institutional barriers that hinder women’s political
participation. These barriers are categorized into legal, cultural, political, and physiological constraints.
Legally, while the Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Iran recognizes the equal political rights of
women in principle, the interpretation of certain provisions—such as the requirement of being a “rajul”
(man) for the presidency—nhas been used to exclude women from high offices (Safari, 1995). Additionally,
the dominance of traditionalist jurisprudential views in interpreting constitutional and statutory norms has
perpetuated systemic bias against women's full political inclusion. Culturally, entrenched gender
stereotypes and patriarchal attitudes continue to undermine women's perceived competence and authority.
Women who assert leadership are often accused of transgressing social norms or are held to stricter
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standards than their male counterparts. Furthermore, institutional practices in appointments and
promotions remain male-dominated, with minimal institutional support for the advancement of women.
Social expectations around women’s domestic responsibilities, especially related to motherhood and
caregiving, are also invoked to rationalize their exclusion from demanding public roles (Safaei & Emami,
1997; Yazdi, 1996).

The jurisprudential debate extends to a detailed examination of scriptural interpretations that are
often cited to support the exclusion of women. Key verses and narrations are deconstructed to reveal
interpretive flexibility. For example, the term “gawwamun” in Surah Nisa (4:34) has been interpreted
variously as implying guardianship, responsibility, or mere familial support. While some scholars interpret
this term as establishing a gender-based hierarchy extending into political authority, others argue that its
application is limited to the family sphere and does not support a blanket prohibition on women’s political
participation (Roshanfar, 2020). Furthermore, references to women'’s intellectual deficiency or emotional
vulnerability are refuted by highlighting the social conditioning underlying these traits, rather than
inherent limitations. The Quran itself praises exemplary women like Mary and Asiya, thereby offering
alternative archetypes for female leadership and moral excellence (Jamshidi, 2018). The paper also analyzes
the reliability and relevance of traditions such as the narration of Abu Khadijah and the sermons of Imam
Ali, arguing that these cannot serve as definitive evidence against women’s leadership due to questions
surrounding their authenticity and generalizability (Haeri Shahbagh, 2000; Shamseddin, 1997).

From a comparative jurisprudential standpoint, the article proposes the potential for
reinterpretation within Shiite jurisprudence that accommodates women’s participation in governance
without violating religious principles. The principle of ijtihad mutaghayyir—adaptation of jurisprudence
to changing times and contexts—is emphasized as a means to reconcile traditional legal frameworks with
contemporary social needs. This principle enables jurists to reassess earlier interpretations in light of
empirical realities, including women’s proven competence in various domains. The research underscores
the necessity of distinguishing between inherited cultural assumptions and immutable religious tenets
(Sadr Nabavi, 2016). In this light, arguments that bar women from roles such as judges, ministers, or
legislators are not incontrovertible. Indeed, several contemporary Shiite scholars have acknowledged the
permissibility of women holding elected offices such as parliamentary seats or ministerial positions,
especially where leadership is shared or accountable to consultative bodies. The paper further critiques
exclusionary interpretations as inconsistent with the broader Islamic values of justice, public interest
(maslaha), and the dignity of human beings. These values mandate the removal of unjust barriers that
limit individuals' potential based solely on gender.

In conclusion, the study argues for a paradigm shift in the interpretation of legal and religious texts
governing women’s political participation. It suggests that the denial of leadership roles to women is not
an inevitable consequence of Islamic jurisprudence but rather a result of selective and context-insensitive
readings of foundational sources. By employing dynamic ijtihad grounded in the needs of contemporary
society and supported by Islamic principles of justice and equality, the legal system can open pathways
for women’s leadership. Structural reform must also address institutional, cultural, and educational
barriers to women’s political engagement. This includes revising discriminatory laws, promoting inclusive
cultural narratives, and ensuring women’s equal representation in decision-making forums. The inclusion
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of women in governance not only fulfills ethical and legal mandates but also strengthens the institutional
fabric of the state by making it more representative and responsive.
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