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CrossMark

The Ghurid dynasty, as one of the Persianate and influential dynasties
of the Islamic world, played a fundamental role in the political and
cultural transformations of the Indian subcontinent through the
expansion of its realm from Ghor to Khorasan and then to India. Using
a historical and descriptive—analytical method, this study examines the
role of the Ghurids in the spread of Islam in India and the cultural
consequences of their domination. The findings indicate that, despite the
brevity of the Ghurid rule in India, they left enduring impacts; among
them were the promotion of Persian as the official administrative
language, the expansion of religious and educational institutions such as
madrasas, mosques, and khangahs, and the transfer of cultural traditions
from the Ghaznavid court to new territories. Securing legitimacy from
the Abbasid caliphate and cooperating with Sufi orders such as the
Chishtiyya and the Suhrawardiyya played an important role in
consolidating the position of the Ghurids in India. While confronting
rivals, this dynasty established Islamic social and administrative
structures and paved the way for the emergence of the first stable Islamic
states in the subcontinent. On this basis, the Ghurids should be regarded
as one of the key agents in the establishment and expansion of Islamic
civilization in medieval India.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

The Ghurid dynasty represents a crucial turning point in the historical trajectory of Islamic political
and cultural development in the Indian subcontinent, a role that becomes clearer when examined in the
wider context of Iranian and Central Asian political traditions. The geographical isolation of Ghor delayed
its integration into the Islamic world, yet once incorporated, the region produced a dynasty capable of
influencing the broader Islamic East. Scholars emphasize that the historical links between Khorasan and
the Indian subcontinent provided fertile ground for this transfer of power and cultural diffusion, and the
Ghurids exploited this opportunity effectively (Hajeri, 2019). The consolidation of Ghurid authority, as
noted by historical research, depended on strategic factors including the dynasty’s military resilience, its
geographical positioning, and its ability to secure religious legitimacy through ties to the Abbasid caliphate
(Khosrowbeigi & Norouzi, 2017). At the same time, their adoption and promotion of Persian as the
administrative and literary language embedded them firmly within the Persianate cultural sphere,
confirming their Iranian roots despite alternative narratives that sought to portray them as of Turkic origin
(Ghobar, 1995; Roshanzamir, 1976; M. Roshanzamir, 1977). This dual strategy—combining military power
with cultural legitimacy—explains the Ghurids’ capacity to dominate from Ghor into Khorasan and extend
their reach across the Indo-Gangetic plains, leaving a lasting legacy of Islamic civilization in India.

The process of Ghurid expansion into India cannot be understood without reference to the decline
of the Ghaznavids and the shifting balance of power in Central and South Asia. The Ghaznavid retreat to
Lahore created a vacuum, and the Ghurids, through coordinated campaigns led by Ghiyath al-Din and
Mu‘izz al-Din, filled this void (M. H. Roshanzamir, 1977). Mu‘izz al-Din’s invasions, culminating in the
conquest of Lahore in 1179 CE and subsequent battles with Rajput rulers, decisively altered the political
fabric of northern India (Ibn Athir, 2004; Juzjani, 1984). The establishment of Delhi as a Ghurid
administrative center under Qutb al-Din Aybak marked the first real institutionalization of Islamic political
authority in India, reflected symbolically in the construction of the Quwwat al-Islam mosque using
materials from demolished Hindu temples (Hosseini, 2005; Nasiri, 2012). These actions demonstrated both
the triumphalism of conquest and the embedding of Islam into the built environment of Indian urban life.
The campaigns extended as far as Bengal under Ikhtiyar al-Din Bakhtiyar Khilji, whose military ventures
consolidated Ghurid authority across the eastern Gangetic basin (Mojudar, 1957). Although the
assassination of Mu‘izz al-Din in 1206 CE triggered instability, the structures he created enabled his
successors and military slaves to found enduring dynasties such as the Delhi Sultanate. This period thus
reflects how the Ghurids forged a foundation for Islamic political continuity in South Asia.

The cultural dimensions of Ghurid rule were equally significant, as they provided the tools for
long-term integration of Islamic identity into Indian society. By institutionalizing Persian as the language
of governance and promoting Islamic architecture and artistic forms, the Ghurids reshaped cultural
expressions in northern India (Kamran, 1993; Shafiei Kadkani, 2000). Their introduction of mosques,
madrasas, and khangahs facilitated the growth of Islamic education and spirituality, and through these
institutions the ulama and Sufi shaykhs played key roles in legitimizing Ghurid authority (Nasiri, 2012;
Rezaei, 2015a). Scholars note that the ideological framing of their conquests as jihad was not only a military
justification but also a theological device to secure loyalty and foster Islamic solidarity (Ibn Athir, 2004;
Zarrinkoub, 1999a). At the social level, their policies toward non-Muslims reflected a pragmatic balance:
the imposition of jizya institutionalized difference but also allowed for structured coexistence, creating
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pathways for gradual conversion and integration (Ibn Khaldun, 1984; Modarresi Tabatabaei, 1996). The
support of Hanafi scholars ensured theological cohesion and minimized sectarian conflict, while active
ties with the Abbasid caliphs reinforced their legitimacy (Jafarian, 2003; M. Roshanzamir, 1977). These
policies highlight the multifaceted approach of the Ghurids in consolidating their rule by fusing military
might, administrative coherence, and cultural patronage.

The Ghurid administrative system combined Iranian-Islamic traditions with localized adaptations,
creating a model later inherited by the Delhi Sultanate and Mughal Empire. Their diwan-based
bureaucracy drew heavily on Abbasid and Ghaznavid precedents, encompassing institutions for military
organization, taxation, judicial oversight, and foreign correspondence (Fadaei Nia, 2007; Safa, 1989).
Crucially, they institutionalized the role of gadis to implement Hanafi jurisprudence across their territories,
thereby embedding Islamic law into everyday governance (Hosseini, 2005; Nasiri, 2012). The igta“ system
linked land grants with military and religious service, forging an alliance between state power and Islamic
institutions (Modarres Razavi, 2010; Zargari Nejad, 2014). This model fostered loyalty among elites while
ensuring the expansion of Islamic authority in rural areas. Linguistically, Persian served as the medium of
administration and high culture, while Arabic retained primacy as the language of religion, producing a
layered linguistic order (Ashkouri, 1995; Safa, 1989). This duality symbolized the fusion of Persianate
statecraft with Islamic orthodoxy. Furthermore, the fiscal system—comprising kharaj, jizya, zakat, and
‘ushr—aligned with Islamic legal traditions and helped stabilize revenue streams (Rahnama, 2008; Shafaghi,
2001). These developments illustrate how Ghurid governance went beyond conguest to create institutional
frameworks that tied religion, administration, and economy into a cohesive Islamic polity.

Sufism played an indispensable role in entrenching Islam within the social fabric of India under
and after the Ghurids. Although earlier Sufi presence existed, it was with the Ghurid conquests that
organized Sufi orders like the Chishtiyya and Suhrawardiyya took root (H. Nourbakhsh, 2009; Shafaghi,
2001). Khwaja Muin al-Din Chishti in Ajmer exemplified this synthesis of Islamic spirituality with local
culture, drawing broad support through his emphasis on tolerance, humility, and devotion (Sheikh Attar,
2002). Similarly, Abu Najib Suhrawardi’s disciples established enduring networks in Multan and Punjab,
linking religious authority with expanding Ghurid political power (Mojtaba'i, 1988). The Sufi khangahs
became centers of learning, welfare, and mediation, spreading Islamic ethics among diverse populations
(Ashkouri, 1995). The convergence of Sufi mysticism with Ghurid state sponsorship enabled Islam to
penetrate deeply into Indian society, transcending the military and political boundaries of conquest. At the
same time, endowment practices (waqf) and the building of mosques and madrasas reinforced the physical
and institutional presence of Islam (Fadaei Nia, 2007; Ghaffari, 2013). The cultural outcome was a hybrid
Indo-Islamic identity that blended Persianate literary culture with Indian traditions, producing a synthesis
visible in architecture, language, and daily customs.

In conclusion, although the Ghurid rule in India was relatively brief, its significance lies in laying
the political, cultural, and religious groundwork for subsequent Islamic states in the subcontinent. By
integrating Persianate administrative traditions with Islamic legal and spiritual institutions, the Ghurids
provided a durable framework that their successors expanded upon. Their military campaigns opened
pathways for Islam, but it was their cultural policies, linguistic patronage, institutional reforms, and Sufi
alliances that ensured its entrenchment in Indian society. Through these interwoven strategies, the Ghurids




transformed northern India into a zone of Islamic civilization whose influences extended across centuries,
shaping the identity of South Asia long after their dynasty’s decline.
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