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CrossMark

Globalization, driven by modern communication technologies, has transformed the
world and the global system since the late 1970s. This transformation initially
impacted the economic sphere and subsequently extended to other domains such
as politics and culture, to the extent that discussions increasingly focus on the role
and position of culture and its effects on politics today. Culture is now also referred
to as soft power because it has the ability to influence and change the preferences
and behaviors of others. In today's world, the significance of culture is increasingly
rising in comparison to hard power (military capabilities), and the field of
international relations and the course of global developments have become deeply
involved with and influenced by cultural factors. For each country, international
credibility and influence among the public opinions of various nations, in its
broadest sense, mean achieving soft power, which is one of the fundamental
objectives in the realm of international politics. This goal is pursued in each
country depending on its regional position, characteristics, resources, domestic
conditions, and cultural capacities, using various methods. Therefore, this article,
using an analytical and descriptive approach, seeks to examine the role, position,
and method of cultural approaches in the foreign policy of countries and their
impact on global developments, particularly in the case of Iran. The results indicate
that culture plays a significant role in Iran's foreign policy and has profound effects
on developments in international law. From a rich history and civilization to
religion and language, all these factors contribute to shaping and directing Iran's
foreign policies. At the same time, Iran's foreign policies, in turn, impact
international laws and institutions, particularly in areas such as human rights, the
nuclear program, combating terrorism, and economic sanctions.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

The role of culture in shaping the foreign policies of nations has increasingly become a focal point
of discussion in the field of international relations, especially with the rise of globalization. This
transformation, driven by modern communication technologies since the late 1970s, has extended beyond
economic realms into politics and culture. The concept of soft power, which emphasizes the ability of
culture to influence preferences and behaviors, is now central to understanding international dynamics.
The significance of culture, particularly in comparison to hard power like military capabilities, has grown
in importance, influencing the course of global developments and international law.

Cultural Influence on Iran’s Foreign Policy

Iran's foreign policy is deeply intertwined with its cultural heritage, which includes a rich history,
religion, and language. These cultural elements have shaped Iran’s approach to international relations,
impacting both its strategy and the global perception of the country. The use of culture as a tool in foreign
policy, particularly through the lens of soft power, allows Iran to enhance its international credibility and
influence. This approach aligns with the broader objective of achieving soft power, which is essential in
the realm of international politics (Varner & Varner, 2014).

Globalization and Cultural Integration in Foreign Policy

In the context of globalization, the integration of cultural elements into foreign policy has become
crucial. This is evident in Iran’s efforts to utilize its cultural resources to navigate the complexities of
international law and global politics. The development of international norms and legal frameworks is
increasingly influenced by cultural considerations, as seen in Iran’s foreign policy strategies. These
strategies often reflect the nation’s historical and cultural context, which in turn shapes its interactions
with international laws and institutions, particularly in areas such as human rights, nuclear programs, and
economic sanctions (Mautner, 2011).

Impact on International Law Developments

Iran’s cultural approach in its foreign policy has had significant effects on international law. The
country's emphasis on cultural diplomacy and the promotion of its cultural values on the global stage has
contributed to the development of international legal norms. For instance, Iran’s stance on human rights
and its nuclear program has not only influenced international negotiations but also shaped the global legal
discourse in these areas. The impact of Iran’s cultural diplomacy is also evident in its efforts to combat
terrorism and navigate economic sanctions, where cultural narratives play a crucial role in framing legal
arguments and justifications (Khoshvakht, 1996).

Challenges and Opportunities

The intertwining of culture and foreign policy presents both challenges and opportunities for Iran.
On the one hand, the reliance on cultural narratives can strengthen Iran’s position in international
negotiations by appealing to shared cultural values and historical experiences. On the other hand, the
global perception of Iran’s cultural and religious identity can sometimes lead to misinterpretations and
conflicts in international law. Thus, Iran’s cultural diplomacy must carefully balance its cultural identity
with the pragmatic demands of international law and politics (Thompson, 1990).
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Conclusion

In conclusion, culture plays a pivotal role in shaping Iran’s foreign policy and its interactions with
international law. The integration of cultural elements into foreign policy not only enhances Iran’s soft
power but also contributes to the development of international legal norms. As globalization continues to
influence global politics, the role of culture in foreign policy will likely become even more significant.
Iran’s experience highlights the importance of cultural diplomacy in navigating the complexities of
international relations and law, offering valuable insights for other nations facing similar challenges in the
global arena.
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